Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall www.northingtonvillagehall.com
Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off
the B3046. Facilities include an ample car park & a large field with a
marquee friendly flat area (90ft x 40ft). An ideal venue for birthday parties,
business functions, weddings and formal events with a fully equipped
kitchen and Wi-Fi.
Email contact@northingtonvillagehall.com

Candover Valley Club
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses
Licensed bar

cvchires@gmail.com

Wield Village Hall wieldvillagehall@gmail.com
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.

Tables & chairs available for separate hire.

Disabled parking, access and toilets

Preston Candover Village Hall Book online www.pcvh.org.uk,
Contact us on info@pcvh.org.uk
Fully equipped venue to hire with kitchen facilities, disabled access and toilet and
parking.
For block bookings e-mail

bookings@pcvh.org.uk

Editorial Team
Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator
Ros Partridge 07960 902723.
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
S024 9RW

adverts.oxdrove@gmail.com;

Jean Frost 01420 561 136

5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD

SO24 9SH

jeanterry@uwclub.net

Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107
ppellereau@gmail.com

Technical Producer

Distribution Manager

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the
Technical Producer
Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any
article. (E-mail copy much appreciated).
Disclaimer

The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in the Oxdrove
and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of
information and advertisements in this publication.
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THE OXDROVE
Church and Community News
of
The Candover Valley and Wield
Rector: Interegnum

Associate Minister, Rev Ian Thacker, MA. 07864 095 435.
Ian will be in Wield Church from 9-10 on Wednesdays for anyone to drop in. This
will be followed by a brief service of morning prayer and bible study.

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight email address:

beneficeFCW@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750

Rota for Services

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led

The Parishes of Farleigh, The Candover Valley
and Wield
The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay Led

Key to initials: IDT = Ian Thaker: PR = Peter Raine: JG = Julian Gibbons LH =
Lyn Hardy: AL = Anne Luneburg: DS = Debbie Scholey

Sunday 4™ May 3™ Sunday of Easter

08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP IDT

09:30 Wield Morning prayer BCP IDT

09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer

10:00 Preston Candover Morning Prayer JG

11:00 Northington Holy Communion IDT

11.15 Dummer Sunday Special arch Deacon, Richard Brand

Readings  Zephaniah 3.14—end; Acts 9.1-6 7-20
Psalm 30 John 21.1-19

339
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Sunday 11™ May 4™ Sunday of Easter

08:00
09:45
10:00
11:15
18:00
Readings

Dummer Holy Communion IDT
Ellisfield Morning Prayer BC
Preston Candover Morning prayer JG
Cliddesden Family Holy Communion
Wield Rogation service IDT

Genesis 7.1-5, 11-18; 8.6-18; 9.8-13] Acts 9.36—end
Psalm 23 John 10.22-30

3395

Sunday 18™ May 5™ Sunday of Easter

9.00
9:45

10:00
11.15
Readings

Wield Holy Communio IDT
Dummer Morning Prayer
Guest Speaker Dr Andy Taylor
Preston Candover Holy Communion IDT
Cliddesden Family Service PR
Genesis 22.1-1; Acts 11.1-18 Revelation 21.1-6 John 13.31-35
Psalm 148 [or 148.1-6]

Sunday 25™ May 6™ Sunday of Easter

8:30
9:45
11:00
11:15
Readings

The annual Buried Church Service will be held on Sunday 1st June at 6 pm.
at St. Nicholas Church, Chilton Candover followed by refreshments at the

Yard.

Bradley Holy Communion CW. IDT
Dummer Eucharist CW IDT

Brown Candover Morning Worship JG
Ellisfield Family Holy Communion IDT

Ezekiel 37.1-14; Acts 16.9-15
Psalm 67 John 14.23-29

9999

Buried Church Service.

No more waiting for replies, if it’s available it’s yours to hire!

Book online - Pay online - Use

For block bookings and community groups Run by the community,

please email: bookings@pcvh.org.uk f::::::::::; ;Z

Info@pevh.or.uk www.pcvh.org.uk
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Message from Ian

I love Easter, the story is so powerful. We’ve been listening to this over the
past few months, and it culminated with the horror of the cross followed by
the joy of resurrection. I’ve been a Christian for over 50 years, and it contin-
ues to inspire me. The challenge is, like so much in life, we get caught up in
the mechanics of the events and lose track of what is really important. There
is always another service to prepare or person to see or sermon to write and
easy to lose that sense of what it means That is a shame, because Easter like
Christmas has a colossal sense of wow but is so easily masked by being busy.
The story of how one man changed the world by his teaching and death is
something that needs retelling and listening to. The story of how the resurrec-
tion not only changed the disciples’ lives but continues to

affect billions of people around the world

Now Easter is over it is time express thanks to everyone who has done so
much to make it such a special time in the Benefice. Especially to Julian, Pe-
ter, Catherine and Lyn for taking some of the services. To those who took
extra time arranging flowers and spring cleaning the buildings to make the
churches look so special on Easter morning. Your contributions were noted,
and I am really grateful.

Now the business of Easter is over the third thing is to look forward. For
some of us there are big events to focus on. We have some families in the
valley preparing for weddings and our family is really looking forward to the
arrival of our second grandchild in October.

But even if your diary isn’t that full it’s still time to celebrate trees in new leaf
and garden are starting to look beautiful again,

As a benefice we are looking forward to a special service in St James Wield
on May 11" at 6pm  This is one of the creation Sundays in the church year
when we pray for the farming community. With the number of tractors on
the road again it looks like the farmers are now busy again. This will be a
great time to thank them for all that they do and to show some support for the
really hard job they have.

Cleaner needed
St John's, Northington is looking for a cleaner for about 2 to 3 hours a month. Mainly
consists of sweeping, hoovering and some brass cleaning. The position is paid and can be
done at anytime suitable to the person.

Please apply to peter.agneau@outlook.com or telephone 01963 735066
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Church sidesmen and readers

Church Date Sidesmen Readers

St John’s 4 May Rhona Hatchley
Northington 11.00am Rhona Hatchley

St Peters Michel de Carvalho Michel de Carvalho
Brown Candover

St Marys 4 May Anne Luneburg Celian Foote

Preston Candover 10.00am

18 May Gunnel berry Anne Luneburg
10.00am Gunnel Berry
1 June Buried Church
Service
All Saints 25 May Julian Gibbons Julian Gibbons
Bradley 8.00am
St James’ 4 May Catherine Simons Joanna Nelson
Wield 9.30am Nicola Robinson
11 May Rogation Service To be confirmed
5.00pm
18 May Alwin Hutchinson  Keith or Lisa Stan-
9.00am ton
Catherine Simons
1 June Catherine Simons Jean Frost
9.3.am Amanda Bromfield

Contemporary Catholic
Co-educational 3-13
Day & Boarding

FARLEIGH

“Pupils are charming,
considerate and articulate”

The Good Schools Guide 2024

% %
Flexible school bus service
from The Wheatsheaf (RG25 2BB)
direct to Farleigh
(also enquire about our
Winchester / Stockbridge service)

—_ *

Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
E: admissions@farleighschool.com
T: 01264 710766 to book or to arrange a tour

80th Anniversary of VE Day

To celebrate the 80th Anniversary of VE Day, the trustees and committee of Preston
Candover Village Hall invite all residents of Preston Candover, Axford, Nutley and
Gobley Hole to join them on Saturday 17th May, 1.00pm - 3.00pm, for Pimms and
Pastries.

If it is dry find us on the field by kind permission of the Sainsbury Family and
Preston Farms, or in the hall if wet. We hope to see you there.

Cheriton Singers Concert—Saturday 10 May
Cheriton Singers invite you to a concert of very romantic songs at 7.30 pm on Saturday, May 10th, in St
Michael's Church, Cheriton.
Tickets £15 for adults (under 18s free), available from:
www.ticketsource.co.uk, Cheriton Village Stores, The Flower Pots, and on the door. Please make a note
in your diary!

4

Moundsmere

Estate Management

We are specialists in rural land
management and agents for both
residential and commercial country
property sales and lettings.

Get in touch, we'd love to hear from you!
info@moundsmere.co.uk
01256 389253

arla ! propertymark

PROTECTED

(;\ RICS'

www.moundsmere.co.uk

Mark Rawlings

FCA ATII

Chartered Accountant

& Chartered Tax
Advisor

Specialising in Personal and
Business Taxation

Including Self Employed and
Company Accounts.

Telephone

01420 561204

Incorporating Airport
XL CarS Chauffer Services
(Airports, Business, Long Distanoe)

Winchester's Premier Chauffeur Services

Luxury Jaguar XJL Saloon
& Similar Prestigious Cars
Smart & Friendly Drivers
Punctuality Guaranteed

Complimentary Newspapers & Water

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.xlcars.co.uk / info@xlcars.co.uk

Telephone 01962 76 10 10
Taking The Stress Out of Road Travel

Sorry - we do not offer a 24/7 local taxi service
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Hellards

AT home
v H ansWe/

Successfully selling and
letting property in
The Candover Valley
since 1988.

11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk

01962 736333 alresford@hellards.co.uk

Church flowers, cleaning and key holders

St. John’s Church
Northington

St Peter’s Church
Brown Candover Keyholders

All Saints Church

Bradley
St. Mary Flowers
The Virgin April & May Lisa Crosswell
Preston Candover
%t] ii zll(llnes Church Flowers Ma Nikki Cowley
Y Caroline Masterton
Cleaner Permanent Michelle & Nicole

Spring Litter Pick: Axford/Preston Candover

A big Thank you to all those who volunteered to help with the litter pick on the
27th of March this year. 15 people helped to collect 17 bags of rubbish along the
verges, and in the villages, of Axford and Preston Candover. Well done!

Many thanks for your kind assistance over the years. There will be a different
scheme next year.
Yours, Gunnel

Oxdrove - Chilton Candover

Having delivered the magazine to your door for the best part of 20
years, firstly in conjunction with Angie Waterston, I would like to hand over
the distribution of the magazines in Chilton Candover.

I will deliver the magazines to your door and a list of the houses where
they should be dropped. At present there are around 20 drops.

If you feel able to take this on (about an hour of your time and lots of
chat), I would be most grateful.

Sue Marriott 07912 657797
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- ‘The Choral:. *

Conductor Ben Hoffnung %

H—
FAURE
Requiem Mass
Conductor Keith Clark

Auditorium, St Swithun’s School, Winchester

Saturday 24" May 2025
7.30pm (doors open 6.30pm) Tickets from £12 - £35

BOOK NOW
www.ticketsource.co.uk/alresford-community-choir
01962 734858 or info@alresfordchoir.com

Registered Charity: 1148708

WARNER AND RICHARDSON LLP ARE INDEPENDENT SOLICITORS
LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC CITY OF WINCHESTER.

WE HAVE A STRONG, LONG STANDING REPUTATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICE
AND HIGH QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE.

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH ANY OF THESE MATTERS:-

e WILLS, PROBATE AND ESTATES
e RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING
e COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND BUSINESS CONVEYANCING

PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01962 868366

Visit our website:- www.wandr.co.uk

W Sog,
&' s,

5: ‘é Conveyancing
o

Quality

Chipandell

Purpose Made Joinery
Traditional Local Craftsman - Established over 35 years
Specialist bespoke joinery using sustainable hardwoods

“f 4y b U

Manufacturing: Doors e 7
Windows - Kitchens - Bedrooms 8
All Hand Made Furniture - Sign & Letter Carving

Telephone/Fax:(01256 381183
wwwichipandellcouk

The Woodsheds, Park Corner,
Herriard, Hants. RG252PD
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WA T GREY LTI

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Bespoke building projects
for the discerning client...

CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, MODERNISATIONS
AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

Telephone: 01256 636 511
www.westportgrey.co.uk

SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT

. e 000000000
SpeC|aI|st footcare treatments

BUPA registered. Referral clinic. C aeet Feet

Voted Best Podiatry UK Blogger
Alton

o All foot issues
o Nail surgery for
ingrown, problem and

Accredited Podiatry Clinic

Compleet Feet are a complete foot care clinic.

Working alongside other private practitioners and [JENEASIELS

the NHS to keep people healthy on their feet. ¢ N .EW .o stenil j°i.nt
0 injections and fillers for
) ‘( ..

g painful toes and soles
\‘

e Verruca and fungal nail
l specialist treatments

5a Normandy Street Alton GU34 1DD

Tel: 01420 89600

e MSK biomechanical
assessments, orthotics
E: info@compleetfeet.co.uk
Blogs: www.compleetfeet.co.uk

o Heel pain shockwave
therapy
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Walking with Wildlife, Robert Bryant

The fine weather of early April has made springtime walks in and around the
Candovers even more delightful this year. The misty displays of blackthorn

blossom seem to set the scene when lit up by the rising sun along the hedge-

rows and woodland edges.

On Mothering Sunday, as the clocks spring forward for British Summer Time,
we return to Bugmore Hill at Godsfield for a morning stroll along to Wield
Wood and back. Under remarkably blue skies and bright sunshine, we follow
the Three Castles Path with its sweeping views southwards. The wayside
banks at the field edge are pale yellow with splashes of primroses. Small
white butterflies busily roam the grassy track, joined by a brimstone, sulphur
yellow. Skylarks, quite invisible, sing from high over the fields, while chiff-
chaffs, also quite elusive, chant from the bare treetops of Godsfield Copse.

The floor of the copse reveals a sunlit retreat for badgers amidst a dark green
sea of bluebell leaves. The badgers have clearly been spring cleaning their
setts, with heaps of old grassy bedding dragged out and dumped. While some
early bluebells are in flower, their mass blooming will be eagerly anticipated
later in the month. It’s the petals of the sweet violet that provide the intense
blues of the moment, plus the pale blue runners of ground-ivy. As we turn
back to the path, a muntjac deer tiptoes away into the shadows.

There’s a splendid wooden bench set into the bankside here, where we pause
to scan the pastoral views over Armsworth before continuing along to Wield
Wood. Bee-flies - fluffy brown mimics of bumblebees - hover in the sunshine
probing the flowers of ground ivy for nectar. Hedgerow butterflies twist and
glide along the sunny bramble banks: first a comma with its raggedy wings
and later a peacock with its distinctive eyespots. A male orange-tip, freshly
emerged, is a charming surprise.

At Wield Wood, a sprawl of starry white flowers basks in the spring sunshine
lighting up the woodland floor. These are wood anemones or windflowers,
indicators of ancient woodland, part of our countryside heritage.

Robert Bryant
9™ April ¢
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Cancer
Support

CLEANING CARPET & APOLSTERY

Specialist Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaner

Local Area

Over 25 Years Experience

Quotes available on enquiry

Telephone: 07887481787

Email: ba.carpetspecialist@gmail.com

¥ HORIZCN

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988

o Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q
Freeview, Freesat

e Tuning & Set Up g APPRy)
Remote control programming ===
Weak/No Signal Repairs

o TV Wall Installation
Hidden Cabling

e Additional TV Points

o Wi-Fi Signal Improvement and Network Cabling
including garden area and outbuildings

® CCTV Installations o
Including Ring doorbell ~ Cheekatrade.com

Where reputation matters

o Starlink Installation
Superfast Internet for Rural Areas

LIVIA'S FURREVER ADVENTURES

o Lo

DOG WALKING & PET CARE SERVICES

%  SERVICES
Solo/Group dog walks
Home visits
Overnight pet sits (in clients house)
Pet taxi
Free meet and greet

+ BASED IN BROWN CANDOVER AND SERVING THE

NEARBY AREAS

+ FULLY INSURED, DBS CHECKED , CANINE FIRST

AID AND BODY LANGUAGE TRAINED
5 STAR REVIEWS

° CONTACT LIVIA:
07849748815
LIVIASFURREVERADVENTURESeGMAIL.COM
WWW.LIVIASFURREVERADVENTURES.CO.UK
CHECK MY FB & INSTA
eLIVIASFURREVERADVENTURES FOR PRICES
AND REVIEWS

WOODWORK

Help available with all your
carpentry needs, whether
maintenance, improvement or
bespoke. No job too small.

Careful, methodical, creative.
City & Guilds level 2&3
qualifications.

Rory Vereker, Upton Grey
07956 231 214

rory.vereker@outlook.com

tortoisewoodwork.com

Suzanne Andrews Ltd

For Beautifully Made Hand Finished Curtains,
Blinds,Small Loose Covers,Bedheads & More.

Madeto Orderin Your Fabricor Ours.

For MoreInformation Contact

Email.suzieandrews3s@gmail.com
Mobile: 07976388743
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LEN STOCKLEY

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

Rotten Wood Repair System
for Windows & Doors

Coving & General Repairs
Over 40 Years Experience

Free Estimates

Tel: 01420 86205 (Alton)
Mobile: 07866 784269

S\Feathers Mobile Hair
o{;‘:'\

WOMEN'S & MENS CUTTING AND STYLING
OCCASION HAIR AND BLOW-DRYS
LOCAL AND RELIABLE
FuLty VICT QUALIFIED

VEGAN AND CRUELTY FREE PRODUCTS

TEL: 07707 961999

Candover Valley Pre-School

(within Preston Candover Primary School)
Tel: 01256-389008 Email: cvpadmin@btconnect.com

Website: https://www.candovervalleypreschool.co.uk/
Opening times: Mon - Thurs 8.30am - 3.15pm  Fri 8.30 - 11.45pm

Care at home

Are you or a relative beginning to consider care options? Our
comprehensive service offers you the support you need, when you
need it, in the comfort of your own home. Our services include:

* Assistance with morning, lunch, teatime & evening routines
* Meal preparation

* Personal care

* Support with mobility

* Light housekeeping & laundry
« Shoppi gs & social

* Support with medication

* Respite care

* Live-in care

alida Care

t: 01256 700991
e: enquiries@calidacare.co.uk
www.calidacare.co.uk

Hampshire Woodlands Limited

Tree Management

& Tree Care and General Maintenance
Stump Removal

TPO & Conservation Area Planning
Applications

Tree and Hedge Planting

Woodland Management

¥
%
% Hedge Cutting
%
%
%

All Areas and Fully Insured

Email: hantswoods@btinternet.com

* Telephone:O1 420 561 1 1 8
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This season, we’ve embraced the
beauty of Spring by encouraging our
children to explore nature and express
what they see through art. One of our
2 favourite activities has been painting
large scale still life pictures of flowers.
Children observe colour, shape and
texture, and translate what they see
onto canvas with vibrant creativity.
This simple yet powerful activity helps
them develop fine motor skills, attention to detail, and a deeper appreciation
for the natural world.

Spring is the season of growth and
there is no better way to experience
it than by getting our hands in the
soil and planting seeds and flowers. L
With watering cans in hand and
muddy fingertips, the children have
learnt how plants grow, what they
need to thrive and how patience and v
care can lead to somethlng
beautiful. We are growing more
than flowers this season — we are
growing curious minds and kind
hearts.

Fundraising for our preschool :
‘Three Peaks Challenge’ is ongoing — please pop on our just giving page to
donate. https://www.justgiving.com/page/louise-hatton-1?
utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL Thank you for your kindness and
support.

Candover Valley Preschool is a vibrant and nurturing learning environment.
Please contact us if you would like to enquire about a place for your child.
Places are currently available from Autumn 2025.
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The Dever Society AGM

Tuesday 15 April 2025 at 7:30pm
The Warren Centre, Micheldever Station, S021 3AR

After the formal business there will be a panel discussion
and Q & A session about the proposed Micheldever new
town, which has been submitted to the government’s New
Towns Task Force as a 15,000-20,000 home development.

Panel members are Winchester MP Dr Danny Chambers, Clir Martin
Tod (Leader, Winchester City Council), Clir Jackie Porter (Cabinet
member for Place and Local Plan, Winchester City Council), Clir Paul
Harvey (Leader, Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council) and Clir
Andy Konieczko (Cabinet member for Strategic Planning and
Infrastructure, Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council)

Please join us — all welcome

The Dever Society works to conserve, protect and
celebrate Hampshire’s rural heartland

admin@deversociety.org | www.thedeversociety.org

NOw

MICOELDEYER
XEW TOWN

SJB Honeysuckle
JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Manufacturers & Installers of;
Bespoke Joinery

Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Cabinet Making Expertly Made

Timber Frame Buildings Professionally Fitted

; R == = £

i

Based in the Candover Valley

Discover More At

www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk

Sebastian Brand

T : 07849139897 )
. . 15 Mcon Road Oakley RG23 7AL
E : sjprand1@hotmail.co.uk Telephone 01256 780831

By Appointment

ALRESFORD Rpye
-

Hampshire's UNITY : PURPOSE
[riendliest club - FAMILY

Pogvpen

Alresford RFC is celebrating 30 years of rugby by giving
FREE ADULT RUGBY
FREE Senior playing

membership

FREE MATCH FEES

by ‘ 2 MEN'S TEAMS & 1 WOMEN'S TEAM
re<tord RFC fom % &

e e Alresfi (i y AR
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GAVIN ROBERTS KITCHEN FITTER

KITCHEN, UTILITY AND BOOT ROOMS

+ SUPPLY AND DRY FIT OR DRY FIT ONLY

« 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

+BASED IN THE CANDOVER VALLEY AND
WORKING IN HAMPSHIRE AND
BORDERING COUNTIES

+ EXCELLENT CUSTOMER FEEDBACK

T:07770 880291
E:gavin.roberts7@gmail.com

L

—
o™
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Cand_gv'qf Vali

The Candover Valley Club is located in the beautiful village of Brown Candover next to St. Peter’s
Church, and is fronted by the village cricket field. The Club has a fully licenced bar with kitchen,
skittle alley, dart boards, pool table, TV, wifi and a separate function room suitable for large parties. A
marquee, tables, chairs, crockery and cutlery are also available to hire.

Please contact cvchires®gmail.com for more information about using these wonderful facilities, or
come for a drink on Saturday from 6.30pm.

The Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover, Alresford SO249TT cvchires@gmail.com

ey Glab

2025 Coronation Cup

Hosted by WCC

On Wield’s Village Green
Monday 5th May 2025
Kick-off: 2.00pm

Sign up to play in the annual clash between
football’s giants:

Upper Wield versus Lower Wield

* Gather from 1.25pm
* Warm up 1.30pm; Kick off 2.00pm
* Post match refreshments in the village hall
» Spectators very welcome

To play for Upper Wield, please contact: PJ,
paul.johnson@ha-limited.co.uk M: 07720 349497

To play for Lower Wield please contact Ed Reid,

ed.reid@rocketmail.com M: 07766 008213

38
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Oh Deer!

Deer are frequently seen in the Candover Valley - of the six different species living in
United Kingdom, three (fallow, roe and muntjac) are well established here. The
abundance of food, maize in particular and shelter (woodland) has seen the
population explode over the last 30 plus years.

The result is considerable damage to agricultural crops and woodland but also an
increase in road traffic collisions.

REDUCE YOUR RISK - DRIVE DEER AWARE
Beware during peak danger periods
Highest-risk times are from sunset to midnight, and the hours shortly before and after
sunrise.
Drive with caution
During peak danger periods or on roads where hitting a deer is a possibility, drive
with caution and be on the lookout for deer near the road.
Seen one? Look for another
Be aware that more deer may well cross after the one you have noticed.
Use your lights
After dark, do use full-beam when there is no opposing traffic. BUT, when a deer or
other animal is noted on the road, dim your headlights as animals startled by the
beam may ‘freeze’ rather than leaving the road.
DON’T VEER FOR DEER
Don’t over-swerve to avoid hitting a deer
If a collision with the animal seems inevitable, then hit it while maintaining full
control of your car is the safest option.
The alternative of swerving into oncoming traffic or off of the road surface could be a
lot worse. Motorcyclists are at particular risk when in direct collisions with animals.
Look out for traffic behind you
Only brake sharply and stop if there is no danger of being hit by following traffic,
and use your hazard lights.
STAY SAFE AND REPORT THE INCIDENT
If you see an injured deer on the roadside?
Pull over at a safe place
Call the Police.
Giving as precise a location as you can. Use What3Words if you can.
They will deal with the situation and have access to specialists.
Do not try to assist or move the deer as this can put you in danger.

If you hit a deer while driving, your priorities, in this order, are:
Keep yourself and anyone with you as safe as you can
Park your car in the safest place with hazard lights on.
Call an ambulance if human injuries warrant it
Call the Police

The Valley Stalker

>

3 )/[

CANDOVER
LIFESTYLE MANAGEMENT]|

‘So you can do more living’
The demands on our professional and personal lives can be overwhelming.

Our lifestyle management approach is designed to help you focus on what truly matters.

PA HOUSE

EVENTS SERVICES MANAGEMENT

www.candoverlm.co.uk
annabel@candoverlm.co.uk | 07966 415464
lisa@candoverlm.co.uk | 07736 843065

oL,

OUR SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Properties Serviced.

Rat and Mouse Treatments.

Wasp and Hornet Nest Treatments & Removal.
Traditional Mole Catching Specialists.

Cluster Fly Treatments.

Clothes Moth Fumigation & Management.
Bed Bug & Flea Treatments.

Pest Proofing Work.

Rodent, Insect & Bird Control.

Wildlife Management.

ALL ASPECTS OF PEST CONTROL
WORK UNDERTAKEN

One Off Treatments & Ongoing Pest Management
Programmes Available

v/ Fully Insured /' All Staff DBS Checked
/ Professional & Friendly BPCA Qualified Staff

/ All staff use Non Sign Written Vehicles. Discreet Service

. CONTACT US LOCAL OPERATOR: 07718 986858 LOCAL OPERATOR: 07542 853564
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MATTIA

BUILDING SERVICES

Building Services.

Extensions
Conversions
Bathroom Refurb
Kitchen Refurb
Tiling

Ground Maintenance

New Builds

Contact us for a free quotation.

t01962 467736 m:07557 471114
mattiabuilders@hotmail.com

Over 35 years experience and expetrtise.

Qrpe) iem

Executive Cars

The trusted private transport service

Standards you can rely on for airport,
ferry port and city transfers

Carpe Diem Executive Cars has built its reputation
for excellence, professionalism and reliablity
offering a premium service at competitive prices

Contact us today and leave the rest to us

Tel: 0330 6600 029 Mob: 07801 816 062
email: franco@carpediemec.com
www.carpediemec.com
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K9 ADVENTURES

V/ (mu’/

&
Dog Groomers

About Us

At K9 Adventures, we are committed to
provide you and your pooch with the
finest service. Wether it be just a bath
and blow dry or a full groom, we ensure
we create a relaxed environment for your

pet.

What We Offer
® Dog Grooming
& Nail Trimming

& De Shedding

e Clip Offs

® Pre-Groom
Walks

Collection & Delivery available
for local areas

More Information:
07494989838

Find Us On Facebook!
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INYIS The Water
~Softener

Speclallsts
® New advanced

technology block salt
softeners supplied & fitted

® Repairs and servicing
‘ | of all makes of softeners
| m | (domestic & commercial)

® Reconditioning of most
softener makes with
guarantee provided

P
® | ocally based;
established over 40 years

No call out charges!

Please call 01256 768171
or 07836 247694
www.amsmayfair.co.uk

J iﬁ;f; Hampshire Choral Festival

oy, .
Degr st

Sunday 11th May 2025

The Anvil, Basingstoke, 7 pm

VERDI REQUIEM

Derek Beck The Life of Universal Song
(First performance)

Botley Choral Society
Compton & Shawford Festival Choir
Itchen Valley Choir
Overton Choral Society
Sarisbury Choral Society
Twyford Singers
Winchester City Festival Choir

Conducted by John Sutton

Tickets £30, £25, £20 (all include a £4 booking fee)
Concessions for under 16s and full time students
Available NOW from the Anvil Box Office (anvilarts.org.uk)

Amvilartsal

The Anvil

RCN 295128 www.hcfonline.org.uk
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CANDOVER VALLEY %R
GARDENING CLUB £

BRING & BUY
PLANT SALE

Preston Candover between village
hall and shop

Friday 16th May 2.30—4pm

Saturday 17th May 10.00—12 noon

Lots of bargains and locally grown
plants available on both days.

Free cucumber plant for every child.

14

CHARLES READ

& DAUGHTER

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

01420 83551
www.charlesreaddaughter.uk
11-13 Turk Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1AG

CHARLIE DALTON
PLUMBING & HEATING WINCHESTER

Proud members of

Checﬁatrade.com

here reputation matters

Local reliable
professional service

All aspects of plumbing and heating

Oil boiler specialists

Oil tank installations

Oftec registered / G1 Accredited

Charlie Dalton
Plumbing & Heating

Moabile - 07788 654662

www.charliedaltonplumbing.com
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“Hampshire Tree Contracting Specialists”

www.treecontracting.com
- Tree Surgery - Site Clearance - 24/7 Emergency -

@ Removals - Dangerous or unwanted trees safely removed.

Ash Dieback & Large Tree Specialist - Vast experience
combined with an array of machinery to deal with the largest and

most complex of tasks.

Reductions - Trees of all shapes and sizes professionally reduced.

efficiently cleared of vegetation.
Stump Grinding - Stumps of all sizes ground out.

Biomass Chipping - Whole tree chipping on site.

@ Vegetation Clearance - Sites or gardens, large and small

{Qualiﬁed Professionals %nsured up to £10 Million
{Free no obligation {I’PO paperwork managed

quotes

@ 01962 760133 ® 07789 127875

Candover Valley Gardening Club

May sees the start of our garden visits for this year and our first
garden is a wonderful garden in Upton Grey. Originally designed by

Gertrude Jekyll, John and Rosamund Wallinger bought The Manor
House in 1984 and set about restoring the garden/jungle to its original form. The
garden includes a formal garden, colourful borders, a wild garden, pond, nuttery and
a small kitchen garden and is said to be one of the finest restorations of a Hampshire
Garden.

We are busy preparing for our Plant Sale on the 16"/'17™ May. Put this date in
your diary and be sure to come along to pick up some bargains. See separate poster
for details. This is our biggest fund raiser of the year and we hope to see lots of you
there.

Our indoor meetings are held at 7.30pm in Preston Candover Village Hall on
the third Thursday of the month from September to April. In the summer months we
visit some beautiful gardens. If you would like to join us at any time, guests are very
welcome for a small fee and we always welcome new members for an annual sub-
scription of only £15 per person.

Contact blighrosemary@hotmail.com for more information or you can find us on
Facebook — Candover Valley Gardening Club

Candover Valley Store

Store and post office trading hours

Monday to Friday Store open: 8.00am — 6.00pm
Post office:  8.30am — 5.00pm

Saturday Store open: 8.30am — 5.00pm
Post office:  9.00am — 12.30pm
Sundays & Store open: 8.30am — 12.30pm

Bank Holidays Post office: Closed

We look forward to welcoming you!

Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE
Tel: 01256 389500 www.cvcs.org.uk
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THE YARD

Moon Roast Coffee | Brunch + Lunch | Events
Enjoy our beautiful location nestled in the Candover Valley on
Chilton Manor Farm. Keep an eye out for our monthly evenis + cafe specials!

-
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UKRAINE: REMEMBER ALSO ME with George Butler
Wednesday 11th June | 7:00 - 8:30pm

The award-winning reportage artist George Butler has gathered artwork
and testimonies of people, he has met in Ukraine during the last two years
of war, displayed in his book “UKRAIME: REMEMBER ALSC ME” Join us at
The Yard, for an evening with George Butler sharing both his work and
stories from his time in Ukraine.

Book tickets on our website,

Cafe Opening Times: Weds - Sun, @am - 4pm
Street Food & Bar open on the last Friday of each month &pm - 10pm
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tients to share their experiences and to work with us to help us improve and develop all
areas of the service we provide.

At our meeting this year we gave a short presentation on the achievements of
2024, including the survey results and opened the floor to questions and comments. We
discussed a range of topics including the provision of face-to-face appointments, the
impact of the new housing development on the surgery and why the reception team asks
for information about your problem when you call to book an appointment. We also
talked about online access, using Patient Access or the NHS App and whether errors in
medical records can be corrected.

We hold a Patient Forum meeting annually, but we are always grateful to receive
feedback based on your own experiences at any time.

Did Not Attend - Missed Appointments
) People not turning up to their appointments - something called a “DNA” or “Did

Not Attend”.

) In March, we recorded 53 missed appointments, across both the Doctor & Nursing
teams. These appointments could have been utilised for others.

. We understand that life gets in the way sometimes, and things change. Any notice

you can provide, even last minute, will enable your appointment to be offered to
somebody else.

. Please remember to change or cancel your appointment if you are not able to
attend.

Please do not rely solely on text message appointment reminders from the practice as this

is not a fail-safe system!

Reminder - Afternoon closure for staff training — Thursday 8™ May
The surgery and dispensary will be closed from 12.30pm to enable all GPs & Nurses to

attend a compulsory training meeting this afternoon.

Our phone lines will not be open that afternoon.

If you require urgent medical attention, please call 111.

What service should I use?

Whether it's knowing when to visit your GP, heading to a pharmacy for expert advice, or
dialling 111 for urgent medical help, making the right choice ensures you get the care
you need and frees up emergency services for people who really need them.

Remember these simple steps:

1. Self-Care: Minor illnesses like coughs, colds, or headaches

2. Pharmacy First: sinusitis, sore throat, earache, infected insect bites, impetigo, shingles,
UTIs and other non-urgent conditions

3. Book a GP Appointment: For non-urgent concerns or ongoing issues

4. Minor Injury Unit: Minor burns, sprains or other non-life-threatening injuries

5. A&E: Life-threatening emergency

Making the right choice means getting the right care, at the right time, in the right place.

Let's all #ChooseWell and keep our NHS services available for those who need them
most - go to https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/ #NHS #Healthcare
#ChooseWellCampaign

33



The Alresford Surgery

Station Road

ALRESFORD, Hampshire

Out of hours telephone number 111

Veteran Practice

As part of the health commitments of the Armed Forces Covenant, we have a ded-
icated Clinician, Dr. Hannah Harring, (you can read Hannah’s statement here). Hannah,
has specialist knowledge of military related health conditions and veteran specific health
services. This is important in helping ex-forces to receive the best care and treatment. If
you are ex-forces, to help ensure you are receiving the best possible care, please let your
GP know.

A veteran is someone who has served in the British Armed Forces (Regular or Reserve)
for at least one day, and includes any member of the Merchant Marine who has served in
a war zone. This includes crew from convoys in World War 2 and more recently in the
Falklands conflict and Gulf Wars.

About 18,000 service people move back into civilian life every year and whilst most of
these individuals have similar levels of health to the general population, around 2,000
leave on medical grounds. The top reasons for medical discharge are for issues relating
to back, knees, mental health, and hearing.

Being accredited means that a practice can better identify and treat veterans, refer them,
where appropriate, to dedicated NHS services (such as the Veterans' Mental Health Tran-
sition, Intervention and Liaison service (TILS), the Veterans' Mental Health Complex
Treatment Service (CTS) and the Veterans Trauma Network) and capture better epidemi-
ological data to improve future health provision. It also means that the NHS is better able
to meet the health commitments of the Armed Forces Covenant, whereby the Armed
Forces community, including veterans, should face no disadvantage in accessing health
services and should receive priority care for military attributable conditions, subject to
clinical need.

If you are a veteran, please let us know!

Bank holiday closures 5" & 26th May

The surgery will be closed for the bank holiday weekend from 6.30pm Friday 2™ May
until 8am on Tuesday 6th May then again from 6.30pm Friday 23" May until 8am on
Tuesday 27" May.

Covid spring booster programme

COVID-19 is more serious in older people and in people with certain underlying health
conditions. For these reasons, people aged 75 years and over, those in care homes, and
those with a weakened immune system are being offered a spring COVID-19 vaccine.
Those eligible will be contacted by the surgery either by text message or telephone call.
The vaccination will take place at the surgery unless the patient is residing in a care
home or is housebound.

Alresford Surgery Patient Forum _On 25" January 2025 we held our annual Patient
Forum meeting. The Patient Forum was set up in 2009 with the aim of empowering pa-
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PICKLEBALL

At the Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover
£5 per person per hour, all equipment included
Email cvchires@gmail.com to book
Available Friday 6pm — Sunday 6pm

Mulberry Tree Services

Problem Trees?
Fully Qualified Certified Tree
Surgeon with 25 years experience

Fully Insured
Very Competitive Prices

» Removal of Dangerous Trees
« Pruning » Shaping « Thinning

« Stump Removal « Hedge Cutting

» Fencing Specialist

Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Mob: 07974 761183
www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk

Handyman Services

Fully Insured and Reliable Handyman
Most Items Covered
Carpentry, Repairs
Fencing, Basic Garden Work
Kitchens, Bathrooms

No Job too small
Competitive Prices

Call for a quote today
Abbey Handyman Services

Mobile: 07479060708
abbeyhandyservices@gmail.com
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J{m%o Hampshire Choral Festival AGILE MEEHEIRES IR NESS

Group and 1-1 classes

Pongy pust PLUMBING in-person and on zoom
S un da 1 1 th M a 2 02 5 All General Plumbing Work
y y Undertaken. YOGA THERAPY
. 2 oy PSR T Thrive with a Personalised Plan!
The AH Vi I, BaSlngStOkﬁ.OOpm Bathrsgre:lz\lylzlf?: lllr:)om & Achieve your optimal health with a tailored
.:} A Utiliéy Room approach combining mindfulness, yoga, and
(7 . . relaxation practices.
me th ree h un dred VO,CeS Of the Des1gn & Installation, Together, we'll address your unique challenges,
Hampshire Choral Festival choirs sing the All Work Fully Insured & supporting your mind, body, and soul through
Guaranteed. life’s transitions.
Call: 07866 475 274 8-week Mindfulness for Stress
VERDI REQUIEM
WWW-agileplumbing-Com Yoga for Mental Health courses
d Proud members of
. P : Checkatrade.com www.rebeccajamesyoga.co.uk
Derek Beck The Li Universal Song Wher reputao s becioaeEmdlect, 65 RS

(First perfefmance)

Helen Bailey (sopranio)s

Anna Loveday (i1i€ZZaast
Jonathan CookeXtefi

Thomas Humphteysioaritone)

Local Independent Financial Adviser
B&L Stuart Palmer IMC & DipPFS

Celebeating

302

The sevencheltsof the Hampshire Choral Festival Y= =7 Authorised and Regulated by
Fin nl
Festival Orchestra Burgess & Lee Ltd dnichl Y Fingncial Condi Authority
Conducted by john Stht()") INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
NEKES¥E 30, £25, £20 (all include a £4 booking fee) Concessions for Arrange A Free Consultation
undu 18s and fulltime students
available from the Anvil Box Office, (anvilarts.org.uk) . .
Pension Planning & Ccontact your local financial
adviser:

AnvilArtsat Investment Advice

& ey © .
l]]C ) | Cash Flow Planning %
Tax Planning Call Stuart on: 07864 072 365

Estate p[anning m Connect over Linkedin:

Email: stuart@burgessandlee.co.uk

RCN 295128 hcfonline.org.uk
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WEATHERWISE By Simon Bourne
Summary of weather observations taken at Northington Down
in March 2025

Temperatures (degrees centigrade/Fahrenheit)

Highest 20.0/68 (20™)
Lowest -5.5/22 (1%
Warmest Night 8.5/47 @1
Coolest Day 7.5/46 17™)
Average maximum temperature 13.3/56

Average minimum temperature 0.9/34

Number of air frosts 16

Rainfall (millimetres/inches)

Monthly total 6.8/0.27 Average 62.6/2.46
Annual Total 217.8/8.57 Average 227.7/8.96
Maximum 24hr. rainfall 3.4/0.13 (23
Number of days with rain 6

Summary

There was the perfect start to the month with high pressure dominating which brought
unbroken sunshine for the first four days and sharp overnight frosts. A week of milder
weather followed before a persistent cold northerly breeze reduced temperatures to
below average in the middle of the month. Then there was a return to milder conditions
and the warmest day at 68°F at the Spring Equinox on the 20™. Light rain on the 21%
ended a week of dry weather and was the start of a slightly less settled week. The month
closed with some fine, sunny weather and rising daytime temperatures. Overall, March
was milder than normal. There were only six days with measurable rainfall, and it was
the driest March recorded here with only 11% of the long-term average figure.

2025 rainfall m=mmpemme Average (mm)
—=&— Actual (mm)
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900 -
- —
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excellent cusl:omer service mto the i'enewable sector

RENEWABLE ENERGY | LOW RUNNING COST | LOW MAINTENANCE

01256 268500

rawlingsrenewables.co.uk
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THE BLUE
LAME TRU3T

PRESS RELEASE FROM
The Blue Lamp Trust

Contact: Emma Burt Publish Date: 01.04.25

Phone: 0300 777 D157 Reference 01/25

Ageas Insurance support Blue Lamp Trust to supply free Ring
Doorbells to vulnerable residents

Ageas Insurance have been a long-standing supporter of the Blue Lamp Trust, a charity based in Hampshire
which supports vulnerable adults to improve their home safety and security.

The Blue Lamp Trust and Ageas, through its Rias insurance brand, have been working together to supply and
install Ring video doorbells in the homes of older or vulnerable customers im Hampshire and the Isle of
Wight. 5o far, the Trust have visited more than 130 Rias customers in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight and,
as well as installing the Ring video doorbells, have also carried a free crime and fire prevention survey at the
property.

Ageas are now donating a stock of Ring video doorbells to the Trust to be used as a fund to support
vulnerable residents in the community who could not otherwise afford to install these units themselhves, but
that are in clear need of them to improve their home security and give reassurance to them.

Chief Executive Officer Emma Burt said "We are incredibly grateful to Ageas for the support they have given
the us over recent years, and having this supply of Ring video doorbells that we can fit at cur disoretion for
those most in need within our community is a real help. We often receive requests that we cannot fulfil due
to the cost implications, so it will be wonderful to be able to say yes to those who really need cur assistance.”

Ring videe doorbells can be a great deterrent but can also be used to gain evidence in cases of domestic
abuse or anti-social behaviour.

About the Blue Lamp Trust

The Blue Lamp Trust is dedicated to safeguarding vulnerable residents in Hampshire and the lsle of Wight,
providing them with the tools and support to live safely and independently. They offer free safety and
seCUrity visits to vulnerable members of the community, providing practical solutions to help them live safely
and independently. Their dedicated team of Safety Technicians offers various services, from fitting safety

The Blua Lamp Truat
Polica & Fire HG. Lelgh Road, Easfisigh 050 35J
Tal: 0300 777 0157

Chartiy No. 1137786
Feglstered company In England & Walss Mo. DT267846

VAT No. 110741256

Registered Addrass: Venture House, The Tanneries, East Streat, Tichfieid, Hampshire, PO14 4AR

Posy Rings and Mysterious Things.

Do you know why we wear wedding and engagement rings on the fourth finger of the left
hand? Watch this space...

Many people choose to exchange rings when committing to a long term
relationship. Ring trends, like all fashions, change over time. In medieval England, if you
has sufficient means, a ‘fede’ ring, with two clasping hands, was a popular choice, or,
perhaps your betrothed might even decide to splash out on a gold ‘stirrup’ ring (named
for its shape) with a beautiful sapphire or garnet inset. However, some romantics chose to
engrave a ‘posy’ (a brief sentiment or motto) on a ring with the common belief that, worn
next to their partner’s skin words had added poignancy and were more powerful.

Medieval ‘fede’ ring with
Clasped hands

Medieval gold ‘stirrup’ ring

Such ‘posy’ rings were generally (although not
exclusively) gold and were all the vogue in both
England and France from the late 14" to the early
18" century. They are very occasionally found by
metal detectorists and it is one of these rings which I uncovered (to my
utmost astonishment) during a visit to a local field in March.

The ‘posy’ ring found locally A close up of some of the writing

Inscriptions on these rings are often
hard to read, some being written in
Norman French or Latin, some with
phonetic spelling, but many follow a
general pattern and there are some
ever popular phrases. For instance,
‘let love enduer’ or ‘acsept my love’, but some had more mysterious
messages, for instance, ‘think on the sender’, or ‘I wish it better’. One can only speculate
on the relationships in question. Perhaps clandestine, perhaps arranged marriages, such is
the mystery of these poignant rings.

And so, one day several centuries ago someone either left or lost our local ring. It
undoubtedly meant a great deal to them, marking an important and now forgotten
moment in their life. Perhaps it simply slipped, unnoticed, from their finger, or, maybe it
was cast off following a stormy argument marking the end of a long term relationship. It
will always be a mystery, but, whatever the reason it remains an enormous privilege to be
the first to hold such an object after its loss so long ago.

Sadly the message inside the ring also remains a mystery for now since, at some point,
the ring was cut neatly in two, most likely so that each partner could wear one half. I am
hopeful that, when it is looked at by experts within the treasure process the message will
be deciphered and if so I will, of course, let you know.

Oh, and the fourth finger of the left hand was thought by the Egyptians to have a
vein which leads straight to the heart. How romantic!
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CANDOVER VALLEY CHOIR

IS LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL SINGERS!

THIS IS A GOOD TIME TO JOIN THE CHOIR!
We start rehearsing again in early March.

o o o ok ok ok ok ok

Singing is good for you — it is creative, has great health
benefits, is rewarding, and is hugely enjoyable!

o o o ok ok o ok

The Choir performs a wide repertoire including
classical, contemporary, and popular music

If you would like to know more about the Candover
Valley Choir or would like to come and try us out
(there are no auditions), do contact:

Julian Jones, Choir Chairman, on:
juliang.jones@btinternet.com
or
Jane Bryant, Music Director

bryantjane50@gmail.com
07740 871341

REHEARSALS TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAYS AT 7.45 pm

e ook ok o ke o o ok
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Book your tickets now for

RAISING FUNDS FOR C.ANDOVER VALLEY PRESCHOOL

¢ [FIRIIDAY 20™ UNTE 2025

at DUMMER DOWN FARM,, RG25 2AR

=7 - Featuring live music from:
X THREEPENNY BIT

- Delicious food from:

'/ NEWHOUSE |.

' FARM }\,
A /- Bar courtesy of'/

T e
\ /

BREWERY

A \
Fanfasllc prizes to Le won!

/1 Doors Open: 7.30p.m. \
L) Early Bird Tickets:
/| s £33 per person until the 9" May
£40 per perfon thereafter
/
! ncl

u/(Zha welcome (lrmk food and fantastic caller- l(.d\danung.,'

y¢an the QR code 0 hook or email Emily Paul on
Ldl\ (a gmaxl com )

q >/‘// AR /£
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On the Farm— Julian Gibbons

I was, somewhat, amazed to see a farmer on the weather at the end of the 3" week in
March on local news complaining about the dry weather. There is a danger we are
seen as “the boy who cried wolf”.

March was the best run of spring weather we have had for a number of years. Tradi-
tional spring drilling always happens when the wind turns round to the east and we
get cold, drying winds. All the spring crops were planted on time in March in gener-
ally good conditions. We did have to leave some spots that were still flooded at the
beginning of March and towards the end of March we did have to conserve moisture
to ensure seedbeds didn’t dry out too much.

All the fertiliser has been applied to the barley and the first main dose of nitrogen has
gone on the wheat in time for the mid-April rain to wash it in.

There is a bit of turning the spreader on and off to ensure we aren’t fertilising bald
areas, but most of the wheat has made a remarkable recovery. However, we are not
going to be looking at a record breaking harvest.

Peas, as I write this in the middle of April. are emerging and the pigeons are just
starting to change their focus of attention from struggling rapeseed crops to the peas.
This has been the worst year for pigeons we have had for years, and we can but hope
there is more natural food for them this winter to keep the pressure of the rapeseed.
We belong to the grain storage co-operative Trinity Grain, that was formed from a
merger of three co-ops. This year they have launched a climate smart malting barley
grain pool linked to a maltster buyer. This hopefully for a bit of extra reporting will
give us a bit of market reward for our nature friendly farming measures that we have
adopted. These cover approximately 10% of the farmed area but also include how we
grow the crop including shallow cultivations of no more than 10cm or direct drilling.
Also, the use of organic manures, over winter cover cropping and livestock (if you
have them).

All we have to plant now are our wild bird food plots and a herbal ley for Ben Robin-
son. WE need consistent moisture to get the grass to grow so just need to be a little
patient

There was a bit of a panic just before the Chancellor of the Exchequer ‘s spring state-
ment. There was a rumour going round that she was going to abolish red diesel.

The use of the has been tightened up considerably in recent years. It is isn’t exempt
from excise duty, but it has a lower level. The loss of it would be a huge blow to the
industry, which we would be unable to pass on to consumers. Having filled all our
fuel tanks, the treasury put out a notice denying the claims. We have had so many
blows in the last 7 months that we start to believe that any announcement is possible.
We are hoping to have a Rogation service at All Saints’, Bradley involving a tractor
and trailer ride and a blessing of the crops on Sunday 11" May details. It should be
lovely and the trailer is covered, just in case.
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Candover Valley Store

Candover Valley Store - celebrating our staff
and volunteers

As part of our recent Love Your Shop campaign, we invited customers to
share what they value most about Candover Valley Store. The responses
were genuinely heartening and the clear message that came through was that
the community truly appreciate the warmth, friendliness and helpfulness of
our staff and volunteers.

This feedback was especially meaningful as it echoed what we see every day;
our volunteers play a vital role in creating a welcoming and supportive
environment for the whole community.

We would like to take this moment to thank everyone who took the time to
offer thoughtful suggestions and kind comments. These contributions will
help us continue to develop and improve the store for all who use it.

Of course, none of what we do would be possible without the ongoing
support of our volunteers. With more than 40 dedicated individuals, our
volunteer team keeps the shop open and running smoothly seven days a
week, 363 days of the year. Their time, energy and commitment make all the
difference.

We will be celebrating Volunteers’ Week early next month, from 2-8 June,
which also coincides with our 6th birthday! It’s a perfect opportunity to
recognise the incredible contribution of our volunteers and to say thank you
once again.

We hope to see many of you in the store during the week as we take time
to celebrate both our community and everyone who helps keep the shop
running.

St John’s Church, Northington.
The end of the Good Friday walk

The Good Friday Walk
The Good Friday walk this year began at St James Church, Wield.

Several good folk began the walk and walked with the group all
the way from Wield, via Bradley, Preston Candover, Brown
Candover and Northington.

Some joined at the various stops along the way and as you can see
from the picture above, a very good size group finished the walk
at St John’s Church, Northington.

Many thanks to Chilton Manor Farm for hosting the picnic stop
for lunch.

The Good Friday Walk next year will begin at Northington and
walk to Wield.
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Wield CriCket Club Fixtures — May

Matches are played on the ground opposite
the Yew Tree Inn, Lower Wield

4 May Medstead 14.00 Home
5 May Coronation Cup 14.00 Village Green
Foothall
Upper v Lower Wield
18 May 5t James Casuals 14.00 Home
25 May Xllth Men 14.30 Home
1 June Asford Hill 1330 Poway

If you are interested in playing a senior game, please contact:
Ben Robinson (captain) 07803 5131848,
Trevar Wood (chairman) 07717 488408
Andrew Yorke (president) 07235 183457
For teas please contact Micola:ndes(@cruckhall.com
O7Fay 232874

Friday Mornings 11am-12noon Term Time

2rd g™ 16™, 23" May (not open on 30™ May as it is our half term holiday)
&', 13" (Teddy Bear's picnic at St Leonard's), 20 and 27 June
0 - 4 year olds and their grown-ups.
A warm welcome awaits you - we look forward to you joining us for a fun and happy time.
Cost: £3 donation per family

Contact:

Melanie (07833-528040) Claire (07757 498653) &
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INSPIRING WOMEN There was a brief meeting, the minutes of the last meeting were

signed and thanks given for the flowers and the tea hostesses.
Details were given for the funeral of Fred Middleton on the 11th April, he was the
husband of Gweneth a long-standing WI member and often attended our events. The
group finances were in good shape and there was a reminder that copies of the WI
Hampshire Magazine were available for members to take.

The group's long-standing charity, Days for Girls has changed from the original
premise of supplying kits to young girls overseas, so they don’t miss school days to
supporting fewer overseas projects and supplying hybrid kits to women’s refuges in
the UK and projects in Wales. Our group has made over 700 kits in 8 years, but it has
been decided in future to support the Winchester Hospice and make syringe driver
bags, companion hearts, felt jewellery pouches and drawstring bags of various sizes.
There will be a range of machine and hand sewing jobs to suit everyone, the sewing
sessions take place in Old Alresford Village Hall with the addition of tea and
delicious cake!

Outing to Chavenage House June 25th. This Grade 1 Listed English Country
House near Tetbury is also famous for the filming of Wolf Hall, Poldark and many
other programmes and films.

The speaker for the afternoon David Bickerton was introduced whose subject was
Parents at War. It was a fascinating talk based on a collection of love letters
exchanged between his parents between 1942 and 1945 before they were married.
These letters, which he had found after they had died, led him to do extensive
research on the war years and piece together a detailed picture of their wartime
experiences that he shared with the members.

Guests are also always welcome at any of the speaker meetings for a small charge of
£5.

The next meeting at Swarraton & Northington Village Hall is at 2pm on Tuesday 6th
May 2025. AGM, Resolutions and a Bring & Buy Sale in aid of Winchester
Hospice. We are hoping to receive some tempting items and that everything will be
sold but we do ask that you take home any unsold items!

Tea hostesses - Marian Baldwin and Maureen Wood

Flowers - Beth Lamb

Please will members not able to attend send their apologies to Gill Graham Maw
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