Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall www.northingtonvillagehall.com
Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off
the B3046. Facilities include an ample car park & a large field with a
marquee friendly flat area (90ft x 40ft). An ideal venue for birthday parties,
business functions, weddings and formal events with a fully equipped
kitchen and Wi-Fi.
Email contact@northingtonvillagehall.com

Candover Valley Club
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses
Licensed bar

cvchires@gmail.com

Wield Village Hall wieldvillagehall@wgmail.com
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.

Tables & chairs available for separate hire.

Disabled parking, access and toilets

Preston Candover Village Hall Book online www.pcvh.org.uk,
Contact us on info@pcvh.org.uk
Fully equipped venue to hire with kitchen facilities, disabled access and toilet and
parking.
For block bookings e-mail bookings@pcvh.org.uk

Editorial Team
Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator
Ros Partridge 01420 563 816
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
SO24 9RW
rospartridge 1 @gmail.com

Jean Frost 01420 561 136

5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD

SO24 9SH

jeanterry@uwclub.net

Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107
ppellereau@gmail.com

Technical Producer

Distribution Manager

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the
Technical Producer
Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any
article. (E-mail copy much appreciated).
Disclaimer

The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in the Oxdrove
and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of
information and advertisements in this publication.

40

THE OXDROVE
Church and Community News
of
The Candover Valley and Wield
Rector: Interegnum

Associate Minister, Rev Ian Thacker, MA. 07864 095 435.
Ian will be in Wield Church from 9-10 on Wednesdays for anyone to drop in. This
will be followed by a brief service of morning prayer and bible study.

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight email address:

beneficeFCW@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750

Rota for Services

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led

The Parishes of Farleigh, The Candover Valley
and Wield
The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay Led
Key to initials:

IDT = Ian Thaker: PR = Peter Raine: JG = Julian Gibbons LH = Lyn Hardy: AL =
Anne Luneburg: DS = Debbie Scholey

February 2™ Presentation of Christ in the Temple
08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP IDT
09:30 Wield Morning prayer IDT

09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer PR

10:00 Preston Candover Morning Prayer

11:00 Northington Morning prayer IDT

11:15 Dummer Sunday special

Readings Malachi 3.1-5, Hebrews 2.14—end, Luke 2.22-40

Psalm 24
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February 9™ Fourth Sunday before Lent

08:00 Dummer Holy Communion IDT
09:45 Ellisfield Morning Prayer BC
10:00 Preston Candover Family Service JG

11:15 Cliddesden Family Holy Communion
Archdeacon Richard Brand
18:00 Wield Evensong CSIDT

Readings Isaiah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 15 1-11, Luke 5:1-11

Psalm 138
February 16™ Third Sunday before Lent
9.00 Wield Holy Communion BCP IIDT
9:45 Dummer Matins
10:00 Preston Candover Holy Communion IDT

11.15 Cliddesden Family Service PR
Readings Jeremiah 17.5—10, 1 Corinthians 15.12-20, Luke 6.17-26

Psalm 1
February 23" Second Sunday before Lent
Creation Sunday
8:30 Bradley Holy Communion CW. IDT
9:45 Dummer Holy Communion CW IDT

11:00 Brown Candover Family Morning Worship JG
11:15 Ellisfield Family Holy Communion IDT
Readings Genesis 2: 4b-9 15-end, Revelation 4, Luke 8:22-25

Psalm 65
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February 26™ Ellisfield Prayers in St Martins. 9.30 (30 minutes)

VERGES CLEAR - UP
2025 — Preston Candover/Axford

Annual ‘Verges Clear-up’ will take place on 27™ March 2025 in Preston Candover and
Axford. Willing hands always welcome!

Bring black bags and a hook/fork/ tweezers for rubbish in the hedges! Please wear a high viz
vest for safety.  ‘Roads’ will be allocated nearer the time.

Coffee & Hot Cross Buns at Hunter’s Moon Cottage on completion.
Interested to help? Contact Gunnel Berry 01256/389722

|

WET WASTE

REMOVAL SOLUTIONS

£
TREATMENT PLANT INSTALLATIONS
SEPTICTANK INSTALLATIONS
CESSPOOL INSTALLATIONS
LIFTING PUMP INSTALLATIONS
SEPTIC TANK CLEARANCE

CESSPOOL CLEARANCE

HIGH' PRESSURE JETFING
AND CLEARANCE

CCTV.SURVEYS AND INSPECTIONS

LIFTING PUMP REPLACEMENT
AND SERVICING

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT METHODS
FAST AND EFFICIENT SERVICE,
OVER 18 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

. g

o - >
AR WASTEDERCSAL

v Kigseryeescodd




Contemporary Catholic
Co-educational 3-13
Day & Boarding

FARLEIGH

“Pupils are charming,
considerate and articulate”

The Good Schools Guide 2024

% %
Flexible school bus service
from The Wheatsheaf (RG25 2BB)
direct to Farleigh
(also enquire abour our
Winchester / Stockbridge service)

—_— *

Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
E: admissions@farleighschool.com
T: 01264 710766 to book or to arrange a tour

Moundsmere

Estate Management

We are specialists in rural land
management and agents for both
residential and commercial country
property sales and lettings.

Get in touch, we'd love to hear from you!
info@moundsmere.co.uk
01256 389253

arlal propertymark

PROTECTED

{;\ RICS'

www.moundsmere.co.uk

Mark Rawlings

FCA ATII

Chartered Accountant

& Chartered Tax
Advisor

Specialising in Personal and
Business Taxation

Including Self Employed and
Company Accounts.

Telephone

01420 561204

Incorporating Airport
XI_ CarS Chauffer Services
(Airports, Business, Long Distance)

Winchester's Premier Chauffeur Services

Luxury Jaguar XJL Saloon
& Similar Prestigious Cars
Smart & Friendly Drivers
Punctuality Guaranteed

Complimentary Newspapers & Water

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.xlcars.co.uk / info@xlcars.co.uk

Telephone 01962 76 10 10
Taking The Stress Out of Road Travel

Sorry - we do not offer a 24/7 local taxi service

Message from Ian

My car is due an MOT this month and I’'m dreading it.
It’s reached the age where things feel OK but when the
expert looks at it things go wrong. You end up with a
complete litany of things that need fixing and face the
choice of scrapping it and buying a new car or sticking
with what you’ve got for another year. However much
we dread the cost of the MOT it is still something worth
having. The thought of coming down Farleigh Wallop
hill to find there is an issue with the brakes is not a
thought I want to linger on.

MOT TESTING STATION

The season of Lent is going to start in March but needs some preparation time. Lent,
along with Advent, is a time when those of us who are Christians are supposed to put
their faith through a bit of an MOT. When I was a Vicar in North London the Dio-
cese did this very seriously. The Clergy had to ask five people to fill in an appraisal.
We were then summoned to meet with what felt like an inquisitor who would go
through the reports. We all vaguely dreaded this because we were expected not to ask
people who were friends but some, at least, who found our ministry challenging. The
inquisitor always turned out to be wise and kind who fed back 5 good things we were
going and a couple of things that needed sorting out. One of mine, was always
scruffy shoes and untidy hair no idea what happened to that!

So here are two questions for you to think about in the run up to Lent. Firstly, how
much have you been praying and reading your Bible recently. If the answer is “not
much” the Church of England has a really good app called daily prayer that, if you

don’t live in the dead zone around Preston Candover is worth accessing.

Secondly, how frequently are you are attending Church? When your Church doesn’t
have a service could you go along to one of the other Churches in the Benefice in
Lent.

Finally, and this applies regardless of the faith we possess, how are we responding to
the human need that exists in Basingstoke and Winchester. How much have we giv-
en to the foodbanks that provide urgent support to people who ae homeless or on ben-
efits?

Taking stock is something you can do on your own, but it is more effective if we find
someone who is kind and wise to help us set targets and make a success of this special
time of year



Church sidesmen and readers
Church Date Sidesmen Readers
St John’s Rhona & James Rhona & James
Northington Hatchley Hatchley e a r S
St Peters Carel & Allison van Carel & Allison van
Brown Candover Randwyck Randwyck
St Marys 2 Feb Anne Luneburg Jane Laws A Z ; M
Preston Candover 10.00am me'/
9 Feb Jane Laws Anne Luneburg H‘Z ,f I{l We,f
10.00am Jane Laws bm/ ps
16 Feb Marina Avis To be advised
10.00am
2March  MarinaAvis  Marina Avis Successfully selling and
10.00am . .
Al Saints letting property in
The Candover Vall
St James’ 2 Feb Brian Collins Eileen Collins e a n Ove r a ey
Wield 9.30am David Cowley 1
Coffee—Nikki since 19 8 8 )
Cowley
9 Feb Alwin Hutchinson Lisa or Keith
6.00pm Stanton
Ben Robinson
16 Feb John Lailey Amanda Bromfield i B O
9.00am Catherine Simons Eileen Collins ' __——F

ttings

St John's, Northington is looking for a cleaner for about 2 to 3 hours a month. Mainly
consists of sweeping, hoovering and some brass cleaning. The position is paid and can be
done at anytime suitable to the person.

11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk

01962 736333

Please apply to peter.agneau@outlook.com or telephone 01963 735066 alresfo rd@he llards.co.uk
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Church flowers, cleaning and key holders

St. John’s Church
Northington
St Peter’s Church
Brown Candover Keyholders
WARNER AND RICHARDSON LLP ARE INDEPENDENT SOLICITORS
LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC CITY OF WINCHESTER.
WE HAVE A STRONG, LONG STANDING REPUTATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICE All Saints Church
AND HIGH QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE. Bradley
FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH ANY OF THESE MATTERS:-
- WILLS, PROBATE AND ESTATES
e RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING St. Mary Flowers
COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND BUSINESS CONVEYANCING The Vil‘gin
PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01962 868366 Preston Candover
Visit our website:- www.wandr.co.uk
St James’ Church Flowers February Nikki Cowley
S e Wield
ééy:onveyancing
’.a%\é:‘ Quality
Cleaner Permanent Michelle & Nicole

MUSIC IN ST JOHN’S NORTHINGTON

HALF TERM FAMILY CONCERT
FRIDAY 21" FEBRUARY at 11 am

Chipandell

Purpose Made Joinery

NB NOTE CHANGE OF DATE to FRIDAY!

Traditional Local Craftsman - Established over 35 years A half-term children’s and family concert for all ages with the
Specialist bespoke joinery using sustainable hardwoods VIRTUOSI STRING TRIO

Discover the amazing music made by string instruments! Join the Virtuosi String Trio for this
concert (free for Children) of all things String! Hear the instruments playing amazing
melodies, thythms, and songs in many styles. Explore, join in, and be enchanted by their
incredible sounds.
All ages welcome! Juice/biscuits provided after concert — plus an
opportunity to come and meet the string instruments!

Manufacturing: Doors

T

e = ™ FREE FOR CHILDREN; ADULTS £10
Windows - Kitchens - Bedrooms For details of this and eventbrite booking links see:
. . . o .stjoh thington.
All Hand Made Furniture - Sign & Letter Carving WWW.S JOS(I;SZILO;TIEIng on.org
The Woodsheds, Park Corner, Telephone/Fax: (01256 381183 St John’s is most grateful for the support of Hampshire County Council

Herriard, Hants. RG252PD

wwwichipandellco.uk
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IT MUST BE A WIELD CAROLLING RECORD

The Not Forgotten office has just done the count up of all the money donated
at the Wield carol singing. The total is the fantastic sum of £493.03.

This is a wonderful result, and The Not Forgotten team is absolutely
delighted.

Thank you.... to those who hosted the singers (The Cowleys, Geddes and
Robsons) and huge thanks too to those who did the collecting on the night.

My neighbour on the train has just given me £6.97 so the grand and
wonderful total is now £500!!
David Cowley

Special thanks to Amanda, our very talented keyboard player for the evening.

Candover Valley Gardening Club
No Gardening Club meeting was held in December, but we are
looking forward to welcoming Steve Gibbs in January who is a pas-
sionate chilli grower.

In February our speaker will be Stef Bradfield who is the kitchen gardener at
Lainston House. Stef studied at Sparsholt College, and her areas of expertise are fruit
and vegetable growing, pest and disease identification and specialist pruning.

Our indoor meetings are held at 7.30pm in Preston Candover Village Hall on the
third Thursday of the month from September to April. If you would like to join us at
any time, guests are very welcome for a small fee and we always welcome new
members. Our annual subscription is currently £12.

Contact blighrosemary@hotmail.com for more information or you can find us on
Facebook — Candover Valley Gardening Club.

EaH

LT GREY LT

CONSTRUCTION

MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Bespoke building projects
for the discerning client...

CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, MODERNISATIONS
AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT

Telephone: 01256 636 511

www.westportgrey.co.uk

Specialist footcare treatments
BUPA registered. Referral clinic. C
Voted Best Podiatry UK Blogger

Accredited Podiatry Clinic

Compleet Feet are a complete foot care clinic.

Working alongside other private practitioners and

the NHS to keep people healthy on their feet.
..’

<)

5a Normandy Street Alton GU34 1DD
Tel: 01420 89600

E: info@compleetfeet.co.uk

Blogs: www.compleetfeet.co.uk

O
22000,
o

@eet Feet

Alton

e All foot issues

o Nail surgery for
ingrown, problem and
damaged nails

o NEW Ostenil joint
injections and fillers for
painful toes and soles

e Verruca and fungal nail
specialist treatments

e MSK biomechanical
assessments, orthotics

o Heel pain shockwave
therapy
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5 ” HORIZON

. SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988
J . Y

CLEANING CARPET & APOLSTERY

o Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q

. . Freeview, Freesat
Specialist Carpet & « Tuning & Set Up
Remote control programming ===z
UphOIS'l'el'Y CIeaner Weak/No Signalp Re%airs g
o TV Wall Installation
Hidden Cabling
Local Area e Additional TV Points

o Wi-Fi Signal Improvement and Network Cabling

over 2 5 Years Experience including garden area and outbuildings

® CCTV Installations o
Including Ring doorbell ~ Cheekatrade.com

Where reputation matters

Quotes available on enquiry

Telephone: 07887481787

o Starlink Installation
Superfast Internet for Rural Areas

Email: ba.carpetspecialist@gmail.com

Suzanne Andrews Ltd

For Beautifully Made Hand Finished Curtains,
Blinds,Small Loose Covers,Bedheads & More.

Madeto Orderin Your Fabricor Ours.
For MoreInformation Contact

Email.suzieandrews3z@gmail.com
Mobile: 07976388743
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Swarraton and Northington WI
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - JANUARY 2025

oWl

INSPIRING WOMEN

There was no official meeting in January as we have the
ever-popular Lasagne Lunch with 42 members and
guests attending. On a cold winter's day, the hall was
warm and welcoming with the tables beautifully laid
with the addition of flowers, candles and table quizzes. The lasagnes and other
savoury dishes were supplied by the Committee with a delicious array of desserts
made by members of the group. This year the raffle prize was a luxury hamper which
was won by a lucky member of our group. There was a table quiz which seemed to be
enjoyed and at our next function it has been suggested that we have a token winner's
prize.

As always, thanks to the men who helped with the setting up, clearing away
afterwards, coffee making and a vote of thanks to all the Committee and people who
made it such an enjoyable event.

Our WI Group seems to be flourishing, we have several new members and plans are
being made for the speakers for the 2025/2026 meetings including possibly talks on
Falconry, Interpretation of Dreams and Silver Clay Jewellery demonstration. The
book selection is always popular, and we try to keep the assortment of books up to
date. There is also a charity collection for used stamps and pennies. We are a slightly
different WI Group with no singing Jerusalem or craft competitions, just a speaker
and tea and cake afterwards. We support an ongoing charity called Days For Girls
and have separate sewing and packing sessions held at Old Alresford Village Hall,
the next date is Wednesday 12th February at 1pm.

The next meeting is at 2pm on Tuesday 4th February with a talk titled Suffering
Suffragettes by Jane Glennie.

Tea hostesses - Jill Parker and Janet Pooley
Flowers - Jennifer Miller
Please could members not able to attend send their apologies to

Gill Graham Maw



Walking with Wildlife, Robert Bryant

In the chill air of a frosty dawn, I glimpsed a large pale bird gliding low along
the grassy edge of the back field, before vanishing into the glow of the rising
sun. It was a barn owl, an elusive local resident, probably hunting for voles.

On sunset strolls here at Northington Down, we look and listen, alert for
chance encounters with winter wildlife. On one walk just before Christmas we
met the owl again. It floated out from the dark wooded wall of a hazel
coppice. We watched as it swooped and swerved, fluttering like a huge white
moth, as head down it scanned the grassland below, before slipping away to
hunt elsewhere.

Herds of fallow deer roam the fields and copses leading up to Micheldever
Wood. Often, we meet a dozen or so, who stand and stare before racing away.
Early in the New Year though, there was a great gathering of fallow deer, a
herd of some sixty or more, escorted by four or five bucks with their
distinctive antlers. They were all dressed in their winter coats of grey or
brown — apart from three of the does who were bright white.

The local roe deer tend to stay in smaller family groups, while the muntjacs
follow their own solitary trails — rather like the fox who we spotted crossing a
field.

By contrast, a majestic grey heron flying over the Woolpack Inn at Totford,
set the scene as we headed off for a wintry morning ramble along the
Wayftarer’s Walk. Vast flocks of wintering woodpigeons crowded the distant
treetops on the far side of the Candover Valley, along with a huge throng of
rooks. Both red kites and buzzards floated around the trees in the valley
bottom, where the brook ran swift and clear. We were delighted to find some
early snowdrops in flower beside the path.

Other highlights of our walk included being surprised by a gingery brown
stoat, bounding swiftly along a hedge bottom with something small and furry
in its mouth.
Robert Bryant
10™ January 25

LEN STOCKLEY

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

Rotten Wood Repair System
for Windows & Doors

Coving & General Repairs
Over 40 Years Experience

Free Estimates

Tel: 01420 86205 (Alton)
Mobile: 07866 784269

\S\Feathers Mobile Hair
b

WOMEN'S & MENS CUTTING AND STYLING
OCCASION HAIR AND BLOW-DRYS
LOCAL AND RELIABLE
FuLLy VTCT QUALIFIED

VEGAN AND CRUELTY FREE PRODUCTS

TEL: 07707 961999

Care at home

Are you or a relative beginning to consider care options? Our
comprehensive service offers you the support you need, when you
need it, in the comfort of your own home. Our services include:

* Assistance with morning, lunch, teatime & evening routines
* Meal preparation

* Personal care

* Support with mobility

* Light housekeeping & laundry

* Shopping, outings & social activities
* Support with medication

* Respite care

* Live-In care

= t: 01256 700991
e: enquiries@calidacare.co.uk
www.calidacare.co.uk

Hampshire Woodlands Limited

Tree Management

* Tree Care and General Maintenance
Stump Removal

TPO & Conservation Area Planning
Applications

Hedge Cutting
Tree and Hedge Planting

Woodland Management

HE e e e e e

All Areas and Fully Insured

Email: hantswoods@btinternet.com

i Telephone: O] 420 561 1 1 8
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To advertise your Yoga and Mindfulness

Group and 1-1 classes
in-person and on zoom

service or business in
YOGA THERAPY

A whole person approach to wellbeing

the Oxdrove, contact

Ros Achieve optimal health through the co-creation
of a personalised plan using the principles and
practices of yoga and mindfulness underpinned
At by evidence based research to help alleviate
health challenges in a multidimensional manner.

8-week Mindfulness for Stress
Reduction courses

rospartridge 1 @gmail.com

Yoga for Mental Health courses

www.rebeccajamesyoga.co.uk
bex.yoga@gmail.com 07929 185 057

Local Independent Financial Adviser
B&L Stuart Palmer IMC & DipPFS

bincial | Quthorised and Regulgted by
Burgess & Lee Ltd Sevicer  FX Kafavemce 180499 oY

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Pension Planning

Contact your local financial

&
N qdviser:

Email: stuart@burgessandlee.co.uk

Investment Advice
Cash Flow Planning

Tax Planning % Call Stuart on: 07864 072 365

Estate Planning m Connect over Linkedin:
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Northington, Swarraton and Totford -
Carols by Tractor.

STﬂ R Chris and Carly Ray held their annual Carols by Tractor evening in

December around Northington, Swarraton and Totford. They had a
Winchester bumper year raising over £560 for local family support charity Home-
and Districts Start Winchester and Districts.

‘We are so grateful to Chris and Carly and their friends for choosing
us as their charity this year,” said Stephanie Durrant, Chair of the charity’s trustees. ‘As
we enter our 20" year, we are finding it increasingly difficult to raise funds to continue
our much needed support of local families who are struggling with disability, isolation,
loneliness and many other problems during the early years of their children’s
development. In the past year we have supported 125 families, which is an increase of
21% on the previous twelve months.’

Home-Start Winchester and Districts has been running since 2005.1t is a local charity
which provides friendship, emotional and practical support to parents with at least one
child under five years old. It helps families from all backgrounds through their most
challenging times by offering one to one home visiting support by our trained volunteers,
as well as supportive groups which are nurturing and accessible.

To find out more about Home-Start, to volunteer or to donate please visit our website:
www.home-startwinchester.org.uk.

After 25 years of kitting out famillies for the
slopes, we are retiring Polar Exchange.

But not before we hold a mega sale to offer our
remaining stock at 60% off original prices.
COME & FIND US AT

The Goods Shed (above the souvenir shop),
Alresford Railway Station, SO24 9JG.

Saturday 8th February, 10am - 4pm
Sunday 9th February, 10am - 3pm

Plenty of parking and refreshments available at
Josie's.

EXC,
* /144’
SO
% s c‘?ﬂ

% 5
ND ACS®

For further details contact
skiwear@polarexchange.co.uk
M: 07767 238 874




On the Farm— Ben Robinson

It is always a joy when we pass the shortest day, and the days begin to lengthen
slightly. The countdown to lambing begins and the work rate picks up a bit
incrementally as we march towards our start date of the 10™ March. Our scanning
this year has not been that exciting at 161%. ie. 1.61 lambs to be born per ewe. A
good scan for a mule flock would be 180-190%. Scans of 200%+ have been
achieved, though these very high rates actually become less profitable due to the
number of orphans which have to be raised on milk powder.

This is the second year we have scanned in the low 160% range which is
disappointing. The ewes appeared to be in good condition, and we have certainly
given them everything we could have done nutritionally. This was backed up by
blood testing from the vets. There could be an element of bluetongue or
Schmallenburg that affected the scanning rates, or it could simply be the replacement
ewes that I sourced have not been from particularly prolific blood lines. It gives us
food for thought on the breed we use. Perhaps something like the Romney may suit
our system better? The Romney originates from Romney marsh in Kent/East Sussex
and is the most numerous breed in the Southern hemisphere. The breed performs
remarkably well-off forage, crucially needing far less input than the mules. Food for
thought.

We have been approached by the National Sheep Association as one of the farms to
enter a project looking at the integration of sheep into arable systems. This will
investigate the effect on the sheep, arable crops, cover crops and soil of the symbiosis
between sheep and arable. It appears to be an interesting study and hopefully will
lead to some evidence about the slightly vague belief that many of us hold in the
‘Golden hoof’, shorthand for the benefits of sheep for arable land.

One thing I would like to be looked at is frost tolerance for grazed cover crops.
Following a few days of hard frost recently the cover crops appear to be disappearing
before my eyes!

Bluetongue rumbles on, and frustratingly the government don’t appear to be willing
to do away with the control zones even though we are told the midges do not
circulate the disease below 12c. It has led to me selling lambs to the East of here, as
the outlets to the West are unable to take livestock from Hampshire due to our county
being in the bluetongue control zone.

The largest market in the Southeast corner of England is Ashford, which is very large
and a modern, efficient set up. However, I have also taken some lambs to Hailsham
in East Sussex which was a fabulous experience. Hailsham market is in the open air,
bang slap in the town centre, a long slow journey from here along small roads and all
a bit ramshackle. However, the prices were good, the auction staff friendly, and
above all it was a lot of fun. And if we can’t have a bit of fun in our working life, we
may as well do something else!
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-Impetigo (a bacterial skin infection) -Shingles
-Uncomplicated urinary tract infections in women.

Enhanced Access Services

Enhanced Access Ser-

Mid Hampshire
Same oy appoimtments Healthcare

outside of GP Practice Core Network Hours for patients to access via their GP Prac-
tice.

You can book into one of these appointments via your GP practice.

The service is GP led and supported by Advanced Nurse Practitioners, Practice Nurs-
es, Healthcare Assistants, MSK Physios, Mental Health Advisors, Clinical Pharma-
cists and other health care professionals.

Routine appointments can be booked 2 weeks in advance.

You can only be seen in a hub appointment if you agree to share your full electronic
medical record with our clinician. You will be asked for consent to share your record
at the time of booking.

This service is offered at Alresford Surgery on Tuesday & Thursday evenings (6pm-
8pm) & alternate Saturday 9am-1pm.

LIVIA'S FURREVER ADVENTURES

s ;%%

DOG WALKING & PET CARE SERVICES

lortoése

WOODWORK

2%  SERVICES
Solo/Group dog walks

Help available with all your
Home visits

carpentry needs, whether
maintenance, improvement or
bespoke. No job too small.

Overnight pet sits (in clients house)
Pet taxi
Free meet and greet

Careful, methodical, creative.
City & Guilds level 2&3
qualifications.

+ BASED IN BROWN CANDOVER AND SERVING THE
NEARBY AREAS
+ FULLY INSURED, DBS CHECKED , CANINE FIRST
AID AND BODY LANGUAGE TRAINED
5 STAR REVIEWS

Rory Vereker, Upton Grey

Q CONTACT LIVIA:
07849748815
LIVIASFURREVERADVENTURESeGMAIL.COM
WWW.LIVIASFURREVERADVENTURES.CO.UK
CHECK MY FB & INSTA
eLIVIASFURREVERADVENTURES FOR PRICES
AND REVIEWS

07956 231 214
rory.vereker@outlook.com

tortoisewoodwork.com
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The Alresford Surgery

Station Road

ALRESFORD, Hampshire

Out of hours telephone number 111

It’s time to talk

Time to Talk Day is a vital initiative focused on encouraging open conversations
about mental health. Observed on February 6™ this year, this day aims to reduce the
stigma surrounding mental health issues

and promote understanding and empathy.

https://timetotalkday.co.uk/

Healthier Together:

It can be extremely stressful when your child is unwell. We know that there is a huge
amount of information available at your fingertips, but finding something that pro-
vides clear and accurate information is not always easy!

The resources on the Healthier Together website have been developed in partnership
between parents and healthcare professionals from across Dorset, Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight. You'll find clear information on common childhood illnesses, includ-
ing advice on what 'red-flag' signs to look out for, where to seek help if required,
what you should do to keep your child comfortable and how long your child's symp-
toms are likely to last.

https://what0-18.nhs.uk/

Blood Pressure

Have you taken your blood pressure recently? Why not
useour machine in the waiting room, then pass the results
to thereceptionist. What is blood pressure? - NHS

(www.nhs.uk)

Pharmacy First
Pharmacy First enables community pharmacists to supply prescription-only medi-
cines, including antibiotics and antivirals where clinically appropriate, to treat seven
common health conditions without the need to visit a GP.

The 7 conditions are:

-Sinusitis -Sore throat

-Earache -Infected insect bite
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.. ST JOHN

’\ THE EVANGELIST

NORTHINGTON

HALF-TERM
FAMILY CONCERT

Music in St John's
Northington
(8024 9TH)

FAMILY CONCERT
FRIDAY 21 FEBRUARY
1lam

with
Virtuosi Strings!

Half-term concert for everyone!
Y Discover the amazing music

™ made by string Instruments!
All ages welcome!

| FREE FOR CHILDREN (Adults £10)

Julce and biscults provided.
Followed by meet the string
Instruments!

2 Hampshire
County Council

@ u Find us on social media: @stjohnsnorthington

Find out more & book tickets

www.stjohnsnorthington.org
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CHARITY OIL PAINTING WORKSHOP
6TH MARCH 7-9PM

Join us for an oil painting workshop with our very own local artist Ingrid
Berry, in aid of Candover Valley Preschool. We will paint from an
inspiring arrangement of cut flowers and seasonal produce while seated
at tables in small groups. Learn more about using oil paints and waich a
live demonsiration before beginning your own shill-life painting with on-
hand guidance and advice. All skill levels welcome, all materials
supplied.

Venue to be confirmed.

£435 includes drink on arrival.
0F7 39012913 for tickets.
All proceeds jo the pre-school

Candover Valley Store

Store and post office trading hours

Monday to Friday Store open: 8.00am — 6.00pm
Post office: 8.30am — 5.00pm

Saturday Store open: 8.30am — 5.00pm
Post office:  9.00am — 12.30pm
Sundays & Store open: 8.30am — 12.30pm

Bank Holidays Post office: Closed

We look forward to welcoming you!

Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE
Tel: 01256 389500 www.cvcs.org.uk
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WEATHERWISE By Simon Bourne
Summary of weather observations taken at Northington Down
in December 2024

Temperatures (degrees centigrade/Fahrenheit)

Highest 13.3/56 (1%
Lowest -3.1/26 (4™
Warmest Night 9.5/49 (1*)
Coolest Day 5.0/31 (14™)
Average maximum temperature 9.0/48

Average minimum temperature 3.5238

Number of air frosts 4

Rainfall (millimetres/inches)

Monthly total 48.5/1.91 (average 94.3/3.71)
Annual total 1022.4/40.25  (average 872.4/34.35

Maximum 24hr. rainfall 14.9/0.59 4™
Number of days with rain 22
Summary

There was a mild start to December, with the warmest day and night time temperatures
recorded on the 1%, It briefly became much colder as temperatures dropped sharply with the
coldest night at 26°F on the 4". Storm Darragh brought thick cloud and continuous rain with
a fresh to strong breeze on the 7™, then further dull weather with light rain or drizzle in the
second week. A cold northerly breeze kept daytime temperatures below the seasonal norm
with the coldest day at 41°F on the 13", The unsettled weather continued into the following
week, but it was milder with a little more sun. There was low cloud with fog or mist on six
consecutive days from the 24", some slow to clear, and no sun in the last eight days of the
month. Overall, December was mild and dry, with approximately half the normal rainfall
total.
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SJB Honeysuckle
JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Manufacturers & Installers of;
Bespoke Joinery
Cabinet Making

Timber Frame Buildings Pr

Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Expertly Made
ofessionally Fitted

I = af

: Sy
Discover More At

www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk

Based in the Candover Valley

Sebastian Brand

T : 07849139897
E : sjbrand1@hotmail.co.uk

By Appointment

15 Mecon Road Oakley RG23 7AL
Telephone 01256 780831

ALRESFORD Rpy
-

Hampshire's UNITY : PURPOSE
[friendliest club FAMILY

Pogvpn W

Alresford RFC is celebrating 30 years of rugby by giving
FREE ADULT RUGBY
FREE Senior playing

membership

FREE MATCH FEES
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c ANDOVER VAL £,

PICKLEBALL

At the Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover
£5 per person per hour, all equipment included
Email cvchires@gmail.com to book
Available Friday 6pm — Sunday 6pm

Mulberry Tree Services

Problem Trees?
Fully Qualified Certified Tree
Surgeon with 25 years experience

Fully Insured
Very Competitive Prices

» Removal of Dangerous Trees

« Pruning » Shaping « Thinning

« Stump Removal « Hedge Cutting
» Fencing Specialist

Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Mob: 07974 761183
www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk

Handyman Services

Fully Insured and Reliable Handyman
Most Items Covered
Carpentry, Repairs
Fencing, Basic Garden Work
Kitchens, Bathrooms

No Job too small
Competitive Prices

Call for a quote today
Abbey Handyman Services

Mobile: 07479060708
abbeyhandyservices@gmail.com
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THE YARD

Moon Roast Coffee | Brunch + Lunch | Homemade Cakes

Enjoy our beautiful location nestled in the Candover Valley
on Chilton Manor Farm with local walks and a roaring fire.

Cafe Opening Times:
Wed - Sun,9am - 4pm

Street Food & Bar open on the last Friday of each
month 6pm - 10pm

GAVIN ROBERTS KITCHEN FITTER

KITCHEN, UTILITY AND BOOT ROOMS

« SUPPLY AND DRY FIT OR DRY FIT ONLY
« 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

+BASED IN THE CANDOVER VALLEY AND
WORKING IN HAMPSHIRE AND
BORDERING COUNTIES

« EXCELLENT CUSTOMER FEEDBACK

T:07770 880291
E:gavin.roberts7@gmail.com
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-

The Candover Valley Club is located in the beautiful village of Brown Candover next to St. Peter’s
Church, and is fronted by the village cricket field. The Club has a fully licenced bar with kitchen,
skittle alley, dart boards, pool table, TV, wifi and a separate function room suitable for large parties. A
marquee, tables, chairs, crockery and cutlery are also available to hire.

Please contact cvchires@gmail.com for more information about using these wonderful facilities, or
come for a drink on Saturday from 6.30pm.

The Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover, Alresford SO249TT cvehires@pmail.com

27




‘So you can do more living’
The demands on our professional and personal lives can be overwhelming.

Our lifestyle management approach is designed to help you focus on what truly matters.

PA HOUSE

EVENTS SERVICES MANAGEMENT

www.candoverlm.co.uk
annabel@candoverlm.co.uk | 07966 415464
lisa@candoverlm.co.uk | 07736 843065

o

OUR SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Properties Serviced.

Rat and Mouse Treatments.

ALL ASPECTS OF PEST CONTROL Wasp and Hornet Nest Treatments & Removal.
Traditional Mole Catching Specialists.
WORK U N D ERTAKEN Cluster Fly Treatments.
One Off Treatments & Ongoing Pest Management Clothes Moth Fumigation & Management.
Programmes Available Bed Bug & Flea Treatments.
Pest Proofing Work.
v/ Fully Insured /' All Staff DBS Checked Rodent, Insect & Bird Control.

v/ Professional & Friendly BPCA Qualified Staff Wildlite Managoment,

/ All staff use Non Sign Written Vehicles. Discreet Service

. CONTACT US LOCAL OPERATOR: 07718 986858 LOCAL OPERATOR: 07542 853564
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Race Night

Organised by WCC
Saturday 1 March 2025

An evening of thrills, spills &
laughter in Upper Wield
Village Hall

Commentated viewing of eight races on Wield’s
Big Screen

* Punters to gather@7.00pm; first Race @7.30pm

* Book your space as an individual, couple or table of 8
* £10.00 per person in advance/£12.00 on the door

* Cash bar

* Bring your own picnic, crockery & cutlery

* Raffle

* Tote betting in £1.00 denominations

* Prizes for winning owners - £10.00 buys a horse

* To sponsor a race & get publicised in the race card,

contact PJ by 21 February: paul.johnson@ha-limited.co.uk

To reserve your space in advance or for more details
contact Nicola: ndes@cruckhall.com 07767 238874

Advance payments contact: ed.reid@rocketmail.com
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We are looking to expand our network of
puppy fosterers. Come along to our open
evening and find out more about how
you could help us in our work.

Join Us @

February
18th, 2025

From 7pm to 8pm

The Tweseldown Pub
B Beacon Hill Rd, GU52 8DY

On the evening:

Hear more about our work

To book your FREE ticket
for the evening (spaces

Talks from current fosterers limited), visit:
Informal Q&A for any questions
mps: shorturl.otYRttm

ZERO obligation to foster

Dogs welcome too!

For more information, email: volunteering@dogsnhomes.org.uk
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MATTIA

BUILDING SERVICES

Building Services.

Extensions
Conversions
Bathroom Refurb
Kitchen Refurb
Tiling
Ground Maintenance
New Builds

Contact us for a free quotation.

01962 467736 m:07557 471114
mattiabuilders@hotmail.com

Over 35 years experience and expetrtise.

BURRQW <

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

A

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508
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Executive Cars

The trusted private transport service

Standards you can rely on for airport,
ferry port and city transfers

Carpe Diem Executive Cars has built its reputation
for excellence, professionalism and reliablity
offering a premium service at competitive prices

Contact us today and leave the rest to us

Tel: 0330 6600 029 Mob: 07801 816 062
email: franco@carpediemec.com
www.carpediemec.com

INYIThe Water
@ Softener
—

Specialists

® New advanced
technology block salt
softeners supplied & fitted

|
® Repairs and servicing
‘ © | of all makes of softeners
(domestic & commercial)
™ 3
]
\

® Reconditioning of most
softener makes with
guarantee provided

® | ocally based;
established over 40 years

No call out charges!

Please call 01256 768171
or 07836 247694
www.amsmayfair.co.uk




CHARLES READ

& DAUGHTER

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

01420 83551
www.charlesreaddaughter.uk
11-13 Turk Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1AG

AGILE

PLUMBING
All General Plumbing Work
Undertaken.

Specialists in
Bathroom, Wet Room &
Utility Room
Design & Installation.

All Work Fully Insured &
Guaranteed.

Call: 07866 475 274

Email: info@agileplumbing.com
www.agileplumbing.com

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

CHARLIE DALTON

PLUMBING & HEATING WINCHESTER

Local reliable
professional service

All aspects of plumbing and heating

Oil boiler specialists
Oftec registered / G1 Accredited
Charlie Dalton Plumbing Services

Mobile - 07788 654662

Proud members of
Checkatrade.com GRANT=
Where reputation matters

www.charliedaltonplumbing.com
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“Hampshire Tree Contracting Specialists”

www.treecontracting.com
- Tree Surgery - Site Clearance - 24/7 Emergency -

Removals - Dangerous or unwanted trees safely removed.

Ash Dieback & Large Tree Specialist - Vast experience
combined with an array of machinery to deal with the largest and

most complex of tasks.

Vegetation Clearance - Sites or gardens, large and small

efficiently cleared of vegetation.
Stump Grinding - Stumps of all sizes ground out.

Biomass Chipping - Whole tree chipping on site.

% Reductions - Trees of all shapes and sizes professionally reduced.

6nsured up to £10 Million
{I’PO paperwork managed

07789 127875

{Free no obligation

quotes

01962 760133




Jackie’s County Corner

After a gloomy winter, this old saying may lift your mood!

“No winter lasts forever and no Spring skips its turn”.

Many of you know that we open our garden under the NGS scheme
for the spring bulbs. Wet weather can make it difficult to accommo-
. date everyone, so we’re limiting visitors , asking you to book in ad-
{ vance. You can see more about the NGS and book for The Down

' House on www.ngs.org.uk . This year, our booking days are mid-

4 week, so you can catch the bus if you wish!

Climate resilience will be an increasing part of Local Councils’
. agenda, and I believe it should be on Parish and Town Council’s
agendas to encourage residents and property owners to take this into
consideration as they make choices for their own properties, gardens
and transport options. Currently, ground water levels are high; rivers
W% are in full flow too, so heavy rain could tip into flooding. Boggy gar-
dens are a problem, but household flooding is much more serious,

especially if polluted.

We hear a lot about polluted water spilling out into rivers, but in heavy rain, SW report that
up to 96% of the water through the sewage pipes can be clean rainwater, which shouldn’t be
there! Please check that your rainwater pipes are not connected to your sewage system: this
may have happened before you moved in. And please check the ditch and drain outside your
home is clear so the water flows away. Use the ‘report it’ tab on hants.gov.uk to report
blocked drains and pipes. Leaflets with further information available online on hants.gov.uk,
or contact me for a paper copy.

2025 started with significant changes proposed to the organisation of Local
Government.

The start of the process is the decision for creation of a Mayor for the Strategic authority.

On the 10th January, All four HIPS Councils (Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and
Southampton Councils) submitted a proposal to Government for the ‘fast track’ creation of a
Strategic Mayoralty, called the Devolution Priority Programme. This new

mayoralty will have strategic powers (transport, skills, public health, nature recovery etc)
rather than ceremonial ones. The Cabinet decision following the Council debate online can
be seen at hants.gov.uk -search Cabinet (January 10™). This process may delay County Coun-
cil elections, although I disagree with this.

If the proposal is accepted, all of the district councils and smaller unitary authorities with-
in the HIPS area will then have to decide how they will be organised into

Unitary Authorities. The ‘final’ new government system is unlikely to be in place

before 2027. So-my County Corner will continue!

If you have gas, many of you may be experiencing Southern Gas Network disruption as they
work to repair old pipes. This work is disruptive but necessary, but I have found the SGN
teams happy accommodate any particular problem that you have with a closure in your area.
Please make contact with them using the number on their notification letter or on the yellow
signs as soon as you can.

Kings Barton works continue: the Andover Road closure is still not resolved. The ‘trigger’ of
650 homes is nigh, but neither Cala nor HCC are ready to sign off road and junction designs.
I’ll keep you posted on updates. Acorn Energy and Instavolt EV charging are poised to open
at Three Maids Hill.
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No more waiting for replies, if it’s available it’s yours to hire!

Book online - Pay online - Use

For block bookings and community groups Run by the community,

. " for the community.
please email: bookings@pcvh.org.uk iy e B

Info@pevh.or.uk www.pcvh.org.uk
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RENEWABLE ENERGY | LOW RUNNING COST | LOW MAINTENANCE

01256 268500

rawlingsrenewables.co.uk
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I’m making progress on a number of pedestrian and cycle improvements. Lack of evidence
from the public means that I am struggling to stop drivers misusing bridleways. So far, just
one person reports this! If you are concerned by this too, please report to the Police and let

me know too.

I’'m pleased that despite budget restrictions, I have confirmation that a number of Rights of
Way works across the division are continuing: preparation for Nuns Walk improvements have
started (by 2027 earliest), the cycle path from Harestock Water Treatment to Wellhouse Lane
will be done this Spring, Bishops Sutton to Long Barn path improvements due in June 2025,
and a tarmac cycle link on the Barton path under the mainline railway this year. We have a
date of summer 2026 for long awaited West Street improvements (first requested 2009!) and
there is now a costed solution for the Andover Road path in Micheldever Station. By the way-
watch out for exciting ‘Railway 200’ Events this year!

Meanwhile the Government has announced a new fund to provide 100% fast broadband: I
will be renewing efforts to link all of you into this funding along with our MP, Danny Cham-
bers. I know from your comments that this affects not just rural areas, but pockets of the
towns and villages too.

Cllr Jackie Porter Tel/text: 07973 696 085, email: Jack-
ie.porter@hants.gov.uk

MEET YOUR o @

NEIGHBOURHOOD M. ‘% (CHAT
POLICING TEAM . ..

On Saturday the 22nd of March 2025 between 12pm & 2pm your local Police
Beat time will be at the Candover Village store in Preston Candover,
Alresford Rd.

This is an opportunity for local residents to come and ask us questions and
raise any concerns that you may have.

PCSO 13301 Andy Jones & PC 21091 Ross Holdsworth look forward to
meeting you!

visit www.hampshire.police.uk

mation www.hampshirealert.co.uk
07781 480999
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CANDOVER VALLEY CHOIR

IS LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL SINGERS!

THIS IS A GOOD TIME TO JOIN THE CHOIR!
We start rehearsing again in early March.

o o o ok ok ok ok ok

Singing is good for you — it is creative, has great health
benefits, is rewarding, and is hugely enjoyable!

o o o ok ok o ok

The Choir performs a wide repertoire including
classical, contemporary, and popular music

If you would like to know more about the Candover
Valley Choir or would like to come and try us out
(there are no auditions), do contact:

Julian Jones, Choir Chairman, on:
juliang.jones@btinternet.com
or
Jane Bryant, Music Director

bryantjane50@gmail.com
07740 871341

REHEARSALS TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAYS AT 7.45 pm

e ook ok o ke o o ok

Candover Valley Store
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Winner of the Christmas hamper

Sam Robson was the lucky lady whose name was on the winning ticket when
the hamper draw was made in the store a few days before Christmas. Sam,
who lives in Wield, is a regular CVS customer and was delighted with her
haul of goodies which included gin, chocolates and mince pies as well as local
coffee, cheese, chutney and honey.

Foodbank support continues

Thank you to everyone who bought tickets for the Christmas hamper raffle
or made a donation during December. All the money raised was allocated
to support the Basingstoke Foodbank. With these funds, plus a £250 boost
from our reserves, the store donated goods worth £713. The store
committee has decided to carry on supporting this organisation which helps
local people in crisis whatever the time of year. We continue to welcome
donations by cash or card as well as actual products. If you would like to
donate the most appropriate products it is a great idea to log on to the
website, basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk, scroll down to the end of the “Give
help/donate food” page and see the list of items that are most urgently
needed at that time. We will make sure your contributions get to the
foodbank regularly.

Valentine’s day is approaching!

Since St Valentine was also the patron saint of beekeepers, perhaps the most
appropriate gift to offer your loved one would be a jar of Tim’s honey, made
by busy bees in Bradley! Alternatively, Hannah’s gift table always has pretty
items to offer. The chiller cabinets contain many items of a luscious and
indulgent nature (smoked trout, Cartmel sticky puddings and Lyburn cheeses
to name but three). Lovely flower bouquets and bubbly bottles will be on
hand too. Please support your friendly community store and shop local!
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