Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall www.northingtonvillagehall.com
Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off
the B3046. Facilities include an ample car park & a large field with a
marquee friendly flat area (90ft x 40ft). An ideal venue for birthday parties,
business functions, weddings and formal events with a fully equipped
kitchen and Wi-Fi.
Email contact@northingtonvillagehall.com

Candover Valley Club
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses
Licensed bar

cvchires@gmail.com

Wield Village Hall wieldvillagehall@gmail.com
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.

Tables & chairs available for separate hire.

Disabled parking, access and toilets

Preston Candover Village Hall Book online www.pcvh.org.uk,
Contact us on info@pcvh.org.uk
Fully equipped venue to hire with kitchen facilities, disabled access and toilet and
parking.
For block bookings e-mail

bookings@pcvh.org.uk

Editorial Team
Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator
Ros Partridge 07960 902723.
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
S024 9RW

adverts.oxdrove@gmail.com;

Jean Frost 01420 561 136

5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD

SO24 9SH

jeanterry@uwclub.net

Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107
ppellereau@gmail.com

Technical Producer

Distribution Manager

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the
Technical Producer
Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any
article. (E-mail copy much appreciated).
Disclaimer

The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in the Oxdrove
and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of
information and advertisements in this publication.
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THE OXDROVE
Church and Community News
of
The Candover Valley and Wield
Rector: Interegnum

Associate Minister, Rev Ian Thacker, MA. 07864 095 435.
Ian will be in Wield Church from 9-10 on Wednesdays for anyone to drop in. This
will be followed by a brief service of morning prayer and bible study.

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight email address:

beneficeFCW@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750

Rota for Services

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led

The Parishes of Farleigh, The Candover Valley
and Wield
The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay Led

Key to initials: IDT = Ian Thaker: PR = Peter Raine: JG = Julian Gibbons LH =
Lyn Hardy: AL = Anne Luneburg: DS = Debbie Scholey; PR = Peter Raine

Sunday 3" August Trinity 6

09:30 Wield Said Matins IDT away
09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer
11:00 Northington Holy Communion or morning prayer

Readings  Hosea 11.1-11 Psalm 107.1-9, 43 [or 107.1-9] Colossians 3.1-11
Luke 12.13-21

IR

Sunday 10th August Trinity 7

08:00 Dummer Holy Communion BCP IDT
10:00 Preston Candover Family service
11:15 Cliddesden Family Holy Communion IDT

18:00 Wield Evensong IDT
Readings  Isaiah 1.1, 10-20 Psalm 50.1-8, Hebrews 11.1-3, 8—16 Luke 12.32—40



http://www.pcvh.org.uk
mailto:info@pcvh.org.uk
mailto:bookings@pcvh.org.uk
mailto:adverts.oxdrove@gmail.com
mailto:ppellereau@googlemail.com
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Sunday 17" August Trinity 8

09:00 Wield Holy Communion IDT
10:00 Preston Candover Holy Communion IDT

11.15 Cliddesden Family Service

11:15 Bradley Baptism Rosalie Pugh IDT

Readings  Isaiah 5.1-7 Psalm 80.1-2, 9—end [or 80.9—end] Hebrews 11.29—12.2
Luke 12.49-56

3395

Sunday 24™ August Trinity 10

8:30 Bradley Holy Communion CW. IDT

9:45 Dummer Holy Communion CW IDT

11:00 Brown Candover Morning Worship

11:15 Ellisfield Family Holy Communion IDT

Readings  Isaiah 43.8—13 or Acts 5.12—16 Psalm 145.1-7 Acts 5.12—16 or
1 Corinthians 4.9—15

3395

Sunday 31* August Trinity 11
10:00 Preston Candover Morning prayer IDT
11.00 Farleigh Parish Communion IDT
Readings  Jeremiah 2.4—13 Psalm 81.1, 10—end [or 81.1-11]
Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16 Luke 14.1, 7-14

FIE2)

No more waiting for replies, if it’s available it’s yours to hire!

Book online - Pay online - Use
Stanchester 2025 Excavations by Basingstoke Archaeological and .
Historical Society For block bookings and community groups Run by the community,

. " for the community.
please email: bookings@pcvh.org.uk iy e B

You may have seen in the June Oxdrove an article about the Archeological Dig on
Chilton Manor Farm which this year takes place from 26th July to 16th August. This
dig is uncovering a Roman house and buildings and each year more is revealed.

Mark Peryer, the dig leader, is offering an open afternoon on Friday 15th August and
there will be two time slots, one at 2 pm and another at 5 pm. Mark will meet you at lnfo@pcvh.or.uk www.pcvh.org.uk
the car park at Chilton Manor Farm and escort you to the dig.




WET WASTE

REMOVAL SOLUTIONS

z
TREATMENT PLANT INSTALLATIONS

SEPTICTANK INSTALLATIONS

CESSPOOL INSTALLATIONS
LIFTING PUMP INSTALLATIONS

SEPTIC TANK CLEARANCE

CESSPOOL CLEARANCE
HIGH PRESSURE JETTING
AND CLEARANCE
CCTV SURVEYS AND INSPECTIONS

LIFTING PUMP REPLACEMENT
AND SERVICING

Thank you Ian

Thank you for your ministry lan—we

will miss you in the Candover Valley
and Wield..

We found your services inspiring and
thought provoking.

We wish you good luck in your
Retirement, continued enjoyment of

photography and catching a good picture

of those elusive squirrels!

Fron all parishioners in the Candover
Valley and Wield

Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde at All Saints, Bradley

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT METHODS A, ; 4
FAST AND EFFICIENT SERVICE _ m A, e
o anne : ! g‘%'ﬁkﬁgwdk\
OVER 18 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE RN et

Saturday 20th September 2025 6.00pm
The performance is presented by
Candlelit Theatre (bartleetheatre.co.uk)

£22 to include refreshments during the interval

Children under 11 free if accompanied by an adult.

Tickets from andrewmwdon@gmail.com



http://bartleetheatre.co.uk
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Church sidesmen and readers Contemporary Catholic
Co-educational 3-13

Mark Rawlings

Church Date Sidesmen Readers Day & Boarding FARLEIGH F C A ATH
St John’s Matthew & Philippa Matthew & Philippa “Dunils are charmi
Northington Pellereau Pellereau upils are charming, Chartered Accountant
considerate and articulate & Chartered Tax
St Peters Sue Harle The Good Schools Guide 2024 Ad ViS or
Brown Candover
o —

Specialising in Personal and

St Marys 10 Aug Anne Luneburg To be advised Flexible school bus service Business Taxation
Preston Candover 10.00am T ’
from The Wheatsheaf (RG25 2BB) Including Self Employed and
17 Aug Marina Avis Anne Luneburg direct to Farleich hcluding Sell Lmployed anc
10.00am Marina Avis i & Company Accounts.
(also enquire about our
31 Au Jane Laws Gunnel Be ; ; ;
10.00agm 1Ty :Vlﬂc‘/)?sf{‘?‘ / Stockbridge sewzcei T o l o h one
7 Sept Marina Avis Jane Laws Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke O 20 56 20
10.00am E: admissions@farleighschool.com
All Saints T: 01264 710766 to book or to arrange a tour
Bradley
St James’ 3 August Alwin Hutchinson Selina Geddes o
Wield 9.30am Ben Robinson Incorporating Airport
XL CarS Chauffer Services
10 August Catherine Simons Jean Frost _ : :
6.00pm Philip Geddes Moundsmere (Airports, Business, Long Dlstanoe>
17 August John Lailey Mark Kemp Gee Estate Management Winchester's Premier Chauffeur Services
9.00am Eileen Collins
. ) ) _ Luxury Jaguar XJL Saloon
24 August Brian Collins Keith or Lisa We are specialists in rural land o o
9.30am Stanton management and agents for both & Similar Prestigious Cars
Nicola Robinson residential and commercial country Smart & Friendly Drivers
- Seli roperty sales and lettings.
Coffee ??Kﬁg _Sﬁlilsza property 9 Punctuality Guaranteed
24 Aug - Nicola _ Complimentary Newspapers & Water
Get in touch, we'd love to hear from you!
i"f°@0"11§;2°;58";;r563'°°"‘k All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Cleaner needed www.xlcars.co.uk / info@xlcars.co.uk
St Jo!m's, Northin.gton is Iook_ing for a cleaner for abmft 2to3 hour.s.a m.onth.. Mainly ( ARICS Telephone 01962 76 10 10
consists of sweeping, hoovering and some brass cleaning. The position is paid and can be PLOEEED ‘\ )
done at anytime suitable to the person. Taking The Stress Out of Road Travel
Please apply to peter.agneau@outlook.com or telephone 01963 735066 moundsmere.co.uk Sorry - we do not offer a 24/7 local taxi service
WWW. u .CO.U
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Heﬁa rds

AT home
v H Mn/)fsWe/

Successfully selling and
letting property in
The Candover Valley
since 1988.

11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk

01962 736333

alresford@hellards.co.uk

Church flowers, cleaning and key holders

St. John’s Church
Northington
St Peter’s Church
Brown Candover Keyholders August Michele Brand and
Sue Harle
All Saints Church
Bradley
St. Mary Flowers
The Virgin
Preston Candover
b
%)‘t]i.{}zll:lnes Church Flowers Aucust Carol Breakwell and
gu Annabel Feather
Cleaner Permanent Michelle & Nicole
Candoyer vaﬂuj Preschoo(

FREE funded places available for
Sepfember 2025 (eligibility applies)

@ Open: Mon —Thurs 8.30am —-3.15pm | Fri 8.30am - 11.45am
M Age 2+
o Nestled in the heart of the beautiful Candover Valley, within the
grounds of Preston Candover Primary School
3

®@@ A nurturing, play-based environment led by passionate, qualified staff

50 Chat 1o wy on the phone: 01256 389008
XK,
Ofsted

Find oul more via email: apadminebiconnect.com
Outstanding

Provider

Find oul mere via our webpage: www.candovervalleypreschool.co.uk
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Introducing our new Rector
I have been asked to write a few words about myself as way of introduction as the
new Rector of Farleigh, Wield and Candover.

I am pleased to say that in coming to this post I will be returning to rural life. [ was
brought up in the Welsh mountains and lived in North Shropshire. I have always
enjoyed exploring the countryside, whether it be helping local farming friends
ploughing fields, keeping cade lambs in front of the log burner, or using a cherry
picker to pick slows. All the fun things you can get up to in the countryside as a
young adult. Now, I enjoy and appreciate the peace and tranquillity of walking and
just being in the midst of Gods wonderful creation.

It came as quite a shock to receive an unexpected call to ministry. A call to become a
priest, to teach, administer the rites of the Church, and to help people and
communities bring their whole lives, in joy, sorrow, and day to day, before God.

Quite naturally this was different from my own plans, and I did my very best to
ignore it for as long as I could, but I found that it is hard to say no to God.

During the Discernment Process of the Church of England I was asked by my then
Archdeacon to look at supporting people in rural areas, especially around domestic
abuse. I had the knowledge of living in an isolated area which I was able to put into
action in designing a project that the church would lead but involved a variety of
outside agencies such as the police force, social care, etc. It showed the importance
of the church and the difference it can make to people’s lives and especially in rural
areas.

I then went on to train at Cranmer Hall in Durham, a theological college teaching
Mission, Ministry and Theology. Training allowed me to work in new places, such
as the prison service, and Estate Ministry in Middlesborough. I was also lucky to
spend time on an Army Chaplaincy course, and living with the Sisters of the Order
of the Holy Paraclete in Whitby.

I was Ordained in 2022 in Lichfield Cathedral and have been serving my Curacy in
the Benefice of Bradwell and Porthill, large urban deprived areas in the middle of
Newcastle under Lyme. I have enjoyed being a part of life in the parishes, local
schools and community groups but [ am looking forward to returning to a rural
parish.

I am looking forward to being Installed as Rector of Farleigh, Wield and Candover
on Monday 15th September at 7.30pm at St. John the Evangelist,
Northington and getting to know the churches, villages, schools and people of the
Benefice.

I will hope to meet with you all in the near future. My e-mail address is:
rev.jennd@gmail.com, and I am always interested to hear from you.

Please pray for me in the coming months, as I will pray for you all.

WO
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WARNER AND RICHARDSON LLP ARE INDEPENDENT SOLICITORS
LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC CITY OF WINCHESTER.

WE HAVE A STRONG, LONG STANDING REPUTATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICE
AND HIGH QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE.

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH ANY OF THESE MATTERS:-

e WILLS, PROBATE AND ESTATES
- RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING
e COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND BUSINESS CONVEYANCING

PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01962 868366

Visit our website:- www.wandr.co.uk
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Chipandell

Purpose Made Joinery
Traditional Local Craftsman - Established over 35 years
Specialist bespoke joinery using sustainable hardwoods

Manufacturing: Doors A :
Windows - Kitchens - Bedrooms ‘ o
All Hand Made Furniture - Sign & Letter Carving

Telephone/Fax:(01256 381183
wwwichipandellco.uk

The Woodsheds, Park Corner,
Herriard, Hants. RG252PD
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WA T GREY LTI

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Bespoke building projects
for the discerning client...

CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, MODERNISATIONS
AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

Telephone: 01256 636 511
www.westportgrey.co.uk

SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT

The Patrons & Churchwardens of the
Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield
are pleased to announce the appointment of

The Rev.Jennifer Wright
As Rector of the Benefice

Her service of Institution will be conducted
by
The Bishop of Winchester

The Right Reverend Philip Mounstephen

at
St.John’s Church, Northington
Monday 15™ September 2025 at 7.30pm
All welcome

. e 000000000
Specuallst footcare treatments 0

BUPA registered. Referral clinic. C @BEt Feet

Voted Best Podiatry UK Blogger
Alton

Accredited Podiatry Clinic * All foot issues

o Nail surgery for
Compleet Feet are a complete foot care clinic. ingrown, problem and
Working alongside other private practitioners and

damaged nails

e NEW Ostenil joint
injections and fillers for
painful toes and soles

e Verruca and fungal nail
specialist treatments

e MSK biomechanical
assessments, orthotics

o Heel pain shockwave
therapy

the NHS to keep people healthy on their feet.

5a Normandy Street Alton GU34 1DD
Tel: 01420 89600
E: info@compleetfeet.co.uk

Blogs: www.compleetfeet.co.uk
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PRESTON CANDOVER - .
VILLAGE HALL |
UPCOMING EVENTS

15 PICNIC IN THE PARK VJ80 DAY

2% 5pM —7PM | Onthe field! RG25 2EE

15 QUIZNIGHT

AUGUST 2025

7PM-LATE | The village hall RG252EE

19 JUMBLE SALE

%"  1aM-2PM | The village hall RG252EE

(O8 BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS NIGHT

& °%  530.8pM | On the field RG252EE

www.pcvh.org.uk
Follow us for more details nearer the time!




VJ Day 80

To commemorate and celebrate the 80th anniversary of VIJ Day, the trustees and
committee of Preston Candover Village Hall invite you to join them for a “Picnic

in the Park” on Friday 15th August.

We will provide soft drinks and nibbles, please bring your own picnic and alcoholic
drinks (the Candover Valley Community Store will be open for top-ups!)

If the weather is dry you will find us on the field, by kind permission of the
Sainsbury Family and Preston Farms, in the hall if wet.

There will be a bouncy castle for the younger attendees.

Then stay, or return, for a Quiz Evening with some topical questions.

Timings: - Picnic in the Park 2.00pm - 7.00pm
Quiz 7.00pm - late

We hope to see you there!

Herriard Folk Music nights
The Herriard Village Hub wishes to inform you that the Folk Music Nights
scheduled for August and September have been cancelled.

We are excited to announce that these events will resume at the end of October with
a brand-new lineup. For further details, please visit the Calendar and Event Info
pages on our website at www.herriardvillagehub.co.uk as the date approaches.

In the meantime, we warmly invite you to join us every Thursday morning for
Coffee, Tea and Cake at the Hub.

Don't forget to keep an eye on our website for future events, and we would be
delighted to host your bookings for any upcoming gatherings.

Have a wonderful summer!
The Herriard Hub Committee

5 ” HORIZSN

L. SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988
J . Y

CLEANING CARPET & APOLSTERY

o Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q

. . Freeview, Freesat
Specialist Carpet & « Tuning & Set Up
Remote control programming ===z
UphOISterY CIeaner Weak/No Signalp Re%airs g
o TV Wall Installation
Hidden Cabling
Local Area e Additional TV Points

o Wi-Fi Signal Improvement and Network Cabling

over 2 5 Years Experience including garden area and outbuildings

® CCTV Installations o
Including Ring doorbell ~ Cheekatrade.com

o Starlink Installation
Superfast Internet for Rural Areas

Quotes available on enquiry

Telephone: 07887481787

Where reputation matters

Email: ba.carpetspecialist@gmail.com

Suzanne Andrews Ltd

For Beautifully Made Hand Finished Curtains,
Blinds,Small Loose Covers,Bedheads & More.

Madeto Orderin Your Fabricor Ours.
For MoreInformation Contact

Email.suzieandrews3s@gmail.com
Mobile: 07976388743
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Professional Foot Care
Right in Your Community

Gentle, respectful treatment for:
Diabetic foot health checks
Corns, calluses and hard skin
Fungal nails and athlete’s foot
Nail trimming and ingrown toenails

Verrucas (children and adults)

Foot pain, bunions and plantar fasciitis

Recovery after injury or surgery
Routine foot maintenance to stay comfortable

Supporting your mobility, comfort and

independence — one step at a time.
Appointments held locally in village halls.
No long NHS waits. No need to travel to town.
DBS checked
Qudlified Foot Health Practitioner and Injury Rehab Specialist

Joanna DipFH BSc (Hons)
R, 01420 343 130

Joanna @BalancedBodiesSport.com
The Foot Health Clinic by Balanced Bodies

S\Feathers Mobile Hair
Of-\

WOMEN'S & MENS CUTTING AND STYLING
OCCASION HAIR AND BLOW-DRYS
LOCAL AND RELIABLE
FuLty VICT QUALIFIED

VEGAN AND CRUELTY FREE PRODUCTS

TEL: 07707 961999

Care at home

Are you or a relative beginning to consider care options? Our
comprehensive service offers you the support you need, when you
need it, in the comfort of your own home. Our services include:

* Assistance with morning, lunch, teatime & evening routines
* Meal preparation
* Personal care
* Support with mobility
Light housekeeping & laundry
Sh & social

s ed (/' Calida Care
* Respite care

Support with medication
* Live-In care

t: 01256 700991
e: enquiries@calidacare.co.uk
www.calidacare.co.uk

Hampshire Woodlands Limited

Tree Management

Tree Care and General Maintenance
Stump Removal

TPO & Conservation Area Planning
Applications

Hedge Cutting
Tree and Hedge Planting

Woodland Management

e e e e e e e

All Areas and Fully Insured

* Telephone:O1 420 561 1 1 8

Email: hantswoods@btinternet.com
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and they abound in this division!
Thank you if you host or helped at
a stall and thank you too if you
£ went to support a good cause
whilst having an enjoyable
' afternoon.

' Fetes are good for so many
reasons As well as fund raising,

they bring people together with

' stalls and games to enjoy, bring a

+ sense of community and it is a

good family occasion. Our local

PCSO’s also attended several fetes on very hot afternoons: thanks gentlemen!

If like me you bought a piece of bric a brac, or several children’s books from each

one, we all realise they are great for recycling too.

Talking of recycling, do you have a black bin, or if in a flat, a blue bin for glass?
Maybe your bin has been lost or broken? Or do you take your extra bottles to a bottle
bank? The bottle banks can be noisy for neighbours and popular banks can be busy
places. I am concerned for residents who are consistently woken by the sound of
bottles crashing into the bins.

So, I am asking you to think of others as you recycle, please: -
If you use a bottle bank, particularly the multi bin sites, please only use at
sociable hours, from 8am to 8pm.
After a big sports event or a hot weekend, and if the bins are unexpectedly
full, please take your bottles home again and report the full bin to me or on
the ‘Winchester app’.
If you don’t have a bottle bin for your home, please contact me or Clare
Pinniger cpinniger@winchester.gov.uk

Local Government reorganisation continues but Hampshire’s solution to the puzzle is
different from the solution offered by most of the districts. This subject is confusing
for residents enough, without a difference of opinion between layers of local
government. Can I assure you that debating this subject doesn’t take time away from
my purpose to represent you, but [ am always keen to hear your views on the subject.
To see the picture from your viewpoint is always informative. Thanks for all your
comments so far.

Cllr Jackie Porter tel/text: 07973 696085 email: jackie.porter@hants.gov.uk



Walking with Wildlife, Robert Bryant

Butterflies, butterflies and even more butterflies have enlivened many of our
walks during this long hot summer. One sunny morning while visiting the
Woodland Trust’s reserve at Home Farm, Burkham near Bradley, we had
barely set off from the carpark along the waymarked white trail, when we al-
most stepped on a large butterfly resting on the shadowy path ahead. Dusky-
brown with white wing bars, it seemed to be a white admiral foraging for salts
— until it turned towards the light and those wings flashed and shimmered with
a purple sheen. We had met our first purple emperor of the season!

Heading on through the woodlands, we emerged into the grassland savannah
of Bishop’s Common, entering a butterfly world of marbled whites and ring-
lets fluttering through the tall grasses. Meadow browns and all the whites,
both large, small and green veined, bounced around in the breeze, while small
skippers, orange and gold, busily dipped and dived. A flicker of red revealed a
passing cinnabar moth, day flying. Comma butterflies, with their raggedy
wing profiles, were hiding in plain sight on clumps of wayside brambles, until
they suddenly flicked open their wings to bask in the sunlight.

With a backdrop of woodland birdsong including spirited performances from
a song thrush, we listened to a medley of blackbird and robin calls, were star-
tled by the explosive trills from wrens, and strained to hear the distant mewing
call of a buzzard. Whitethroats, a summer visitor, rasped away, calling from
deep cover in the bramble banks.

Strolling on we found an impressive display of pyramidal orchids — a colony
of a dozen or more rosy-pink cones of close-packed flowers — glowing from
the grassy mead. According to the Harrap’s Field Guide to Orchids, the
pyramidals respond well to the mild wet winters and hot dry summers of re-
cent years.

Our walk eventually took us onwards and upwards to explore the intriguing
high copse above Tickley Common, where we chanced upon the pinky-purple
spires of another orchid, the common fragrant, discreetly tucked away either
side of the grassy path.

Robert Bryant
9™ July 25
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SJB
JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Manufacturers & Installers of;
Bespoke Joinery
Cabinet Making

Timber Frame Buildings

Based in the Candover Valley

Sebastian Brand

T : 07849139897
E : sjbrand1@hotmail.co.uk

Honeysuckle

Est 1988 INTERIORS

Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Expertly Made
Professionally Fitted

Discover More At
www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk
By Appointment

15 Mecon Road Oakley RG23 7AL
Telephone 01256 780831

ALRESFORD Rpy:
-

Hampshire’s
[friendliest club

Alresford RFC is celebrating 30 years of rugby by giving

FREE ADULT RUGBY

FREE Senior playing
membership

FREE MATCH FEES

UNITY : PURPOSE
FAMILY
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GAVIN ROBERTS KITCHEN FITTER

KITCHEN, UTILITY AND BOOT ROOMS

+« SUPPLY AND DRY FIT OR DRY FIT ONLY

+ 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

+BASED IN THE CANDOVER VALLEY AND
WORKING IN HAMPSHIRE AND
BORDERING COUNTIES

+« EXCELLENT CUSTOMER FEEDBACK

T:07770 880291
E:gavin.roberts7@gmail.com
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The Candover Valley Club is located in the beautiful village of Brown Candover next to St. Peter’s
Church, and is fronted by the village cricket field. The Club has a fully licenced bar with kitchen,
skittle alley, dart boards, pool table, TV, wifi and a separate function room suitable for large parties. A
marquee, tables, chairs, crockery and cutlery are also available to hire.

Please contact cvchires@gmail.com for more information about using these wonderful facilities, or
come for a drink on Saturday from 6.30pm.

The Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover, Alresford SO249TT cvehires@pmail.com
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Vist an open Garden
Need a relaxing afternoon in a garden?
Why not travel a bit further afield and visit an open garden.
Here are a few suggestions:

South View House, 60 South
Road, Horndean, PO8 OEP.

| The garden offers teas, plants for
B sale and 1s wheelchair accessible.
o Open on Sunday 3 August.

_. Twin Oaks Water

~ Garden, 13 Oakwood
® Road Chandler’s Ford,
SO53 1LW.

This garden 1s wheelchair
and dog friendly and
offers teas and plants for
 sale. The garden is open
on Saturday & Sunday 9
& 10 of August.

Closer to home is Church
House, Trinity Hill, Medstead.

11
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Candover Valley Store
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LIFESTYLE MANAGEMENT,

‘So you can do more living’
The demands on our professional and personal lives can be overwhelming.

Our lifestyle management approach is designed to help you focus on what truly matters.

PA HOUSE

BEVENTS SERVICES MANAGEMENT

www.candoverlm.co.uk
annabel@candoverlm.co.uk | 07966 415464
lisa@candoverlm.co.uk | 07736 843065

oL

OUR SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Properties Serviced.

Rat and Mouse Treatments.

ALL ASPECTS OF PEST CONTROL Wasp and Hornet Nest Treatments & Removal.
Traditional Mole Catching Specialists.
WORK U N D ERTAKEN Cluster Fly Treatments.
One Off Treatments & Ongoing Pest Management Clothes Moth Fumigation & Management.
Programmes Available Bed Bug & Flea Treatments.
Pest Proofing Work.
v/ Fully Insured /' All Staff DBS Checked Rodent, Insect & Bird Control.
/ Professional & Friendly BPCA Qualified Staff Wildlife Management

/ All staff use Non Sign Written Vehicles. Discreet Service

(. CONTACT US LOCAL OPERATOR: 07718 986858 LOCAL OPERATOR: 07542 853564
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MATTIA

BUILDING SERVICES

Building Services.

Extensions
Conversions
Bathroom Refurb
Kitchen Refurb
Tiling

Ground Maintenance

New Builds

Contact us for a free quotation.

t:01962 467736

m:07557 471114

mattiabuilders@hotmail.com

Over 35 years experience and expetrtise.

Qrpe) jiem

Executive Cars

The trusted private transport service

Standards you can rely on for airport,
ferry port and city transfers

Carpe Diem Executive Cars has built its reputation
for excellence, professionalism and reliablity
offering a premium service at competitive prices

Contact us today and leave the rest to us

Tel: 0330 6600 029 Mob: 07801 816 062
email: franco@carpediemec.com
www.carpediemec.com
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K9 ADVENTURES
/:‘315-0\?4"/

&
Dog Groomers

About Us

At K9 Adventures, we are committed to
provide you and your pooch with the
finest service. Wether it be just a bath
and blow dry or a full groom, we ensure
we create a relaxed environment for your

pet.

What We Offer
® Dog Grooming
& Nail Trimming

& De Shedding

e Clip Offs

® Pre-Groom
Walks

Collection & Delivery available
for local areas

More Information:
07494989838

Find Us On Facebook!
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INYIS The Water
~Softener

Speclallsts

® New advanced
technology block salt
softeners supplied & fitted

® Repairs and servicing
| / of all makes of softeners
(domestic & commercial)
@™

® Reconditioning of most
softener makes with
guarantee provided

—

® | ocally based;
established over 40 years

No call out charges!

Please call 01256 768171
or 07836 247694
www.amsmayfair.co.uk

Swarraton and Northington WI

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - July 2025
The formal and financial part of the monthly meeting was brief
and efficient,
Outing to Chavenage House
The outing to Chavenage House was very enjoyable and well
organised. James Loswsley-Williams led our group from room to room and gave such an
interesting talk about the history of the house and it's more recent use for well-known TV
programmes and films. We were served a delicious home cooked lunch in the ballroom
and had the chance to take in the wonderful view from the gardens. There was a well-
timed stop in Tetbury on the way home and the chance to visit the Highgrove shop for
some gift buying.
Summer Lunch
The planning for the annual Summer Lunch on Thursday 17th July to be held at
Easton Village Hall at 12 for 12.30, has been finalised. The tickets are £20 for members
and guests to include a glass of fizz or soft drink on arrival and bring your own drink to
enjoy with your meal. The Committee will organise the main course of the meal, some
members have offered to make a dessert, and the cost can be reimbursed. Please bring
some cash for the raffle and there will be a table quiz with a prize for the winner. There is
plenty of parking at Easton and fingers crossed for continuing good weather! If any
tickets have not been paid for yet could this be submitted as soon as possible to Carole by
BAC:s, cash or cheque.
Group Quiz
A team from our WI attended the first round of the group quiz at Bishops Sutton on the
24th June We had an enjoyable time, we didn't win but it was a sociable and enjoyable
evening.
The Alresford Show Saturday 6th September Our WI has agreed to help in the tea
tent at the show this year from 12.30 to 2.30. The members helping will be Julia Barber,
Rosemary Bligh, Lizzie Laird, Felicity Mathews, Gill Graham Maw, Kate Norrie, Vera
Smith and Erica Sisk. Several members have offered to make cakes for the tea tent and
expenses can be reclaimed.
Sewing Group
The next sewing session will be held at Old Alresford Village Hall, but the date and time
has not currently been arranged.
There being no further business the speaker for the meeting was introduced, Hilary
Bowen gave an interesting and intriguing talk and demonstration about the art of Silver
Clay Jewellery. She is a member of the Wessex Guild of Craftmen and offers private
courses at her home. She had many items of jewellery for sale and some members made
purchases.

theWl

INSPIRING WOMEN

The next meeting at Swarraton & Northington Village Hall is at 2pm on Tuesday 2nd
September 2025 with a talk titled "Falconry" - A Talk About Anita's Hawks With
The Possibility Of Some Being In Attendance By Anita Ebdon

Tea hostesses - Vera Smith and Margaret Sweetland

Flowers - Rosemary Bligh

Guests are always welcome at any of the speaker meetings for a small charge of £5.
Please will members not able to attend send their apologies to Gill Graham Maw
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Vox Lucis

in conjunction with renowned Viol group
Amici
present
“Princeps Musicae”
A celebration of the 500" anniversary of the birth of
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

Join us for our concert where the audience may experience the
music of the sixteenth century, with authentic instruments

St John’s Church, Northington, SO24 9TH
on
Saturday 4™ October

at 5.00pm
Ticket Price £15 - Interval refreshment included
Available from ian@iwmassociates.co.uk or on the door

All members of the family welcome

We very much look forward to seeing you particularly as funds
raised will go towards the conservation of St John’s Church
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CHARLES READ

& DAUGHTER

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

y:

01420 83551
www.charlesreaddaughter.uk
11-13 Turk Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1AG

CHARLIE DALTON
PLUMBING & HEATING WINCHESTER

Proud members of

Checekatrade.com

Where reputation matters

Local reliable
professional service

All aspects of plumbing and heating

Oil boiler specialists

Oil tank installations

Oftec registered / G1 Accredited

Charlie Dalton
Plumbing & Heating

Moabile - 07788 654662

www.charliedaltonplumbing.com
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“Hampshire Tree Contracting Specialists”

www.treecontracting.com
- Tree Surgery - Site Clearance - 24/7 Emergency -

Removals - Dangerous or unwanted trees safely removed.

Ash Dieback & Large Tree Specialist - Vast experience
combined with an array of machinery to deal with the largest and

most complex of tasks.

Vegetation Clearance - Sites or gardens, large and small

efficiently cleared of vegetation.
Stump Grinding - Stumps of all sizes ground out.

Biomass Chipping - Whole tree chipping on site.

%nsured up to £10 Million

{I’PO paperwork managed

® 07789 127875

{Free no obligation

quotes

@ 01962 760133

@ Reductions - Trees of all shapes and sizes professionally reduced.
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Stop Hare Coursing
Police have received a few reports already of Hare Coursing in the Rural areas and
likely to follow across the county soon.

‘Hare coursing is illegal - help us stop it.

Please continue to report all incidents of
Hare Coursing, suspicious vehicles, activity 112 ctbne e n prourses dll 999 quotig

Operation Galileo. A
and persons. W
If a crime has already taken place then call &

101 or you can report online.

If it is in progress - Call 999 quoting
Op Galileo.

Never approach these individuals, your
safety is our priority.

However if it is safe to do obtain any video
or photo footage/Dash cam and provide as
much information to the controller as you
can on your report.

e  Are the suspect/s alone or in a
group? .
Do they have equipment with them?

Do they have dogs or firearms with them?

What type of dogs?

Where are they going - Direction of travel if leaving/just left?
Where have they been?

What do they look like?

How many vehicles, what are the number plates and vehicle models or any
distinctive damage/marks visible?

Any damage caused to fence/gates/fields?

Provide What3Words for location identifier

Name of landowner

Has there been any intimidation of the landowner, Farmer, Agent?

If it is not in progress or just happened, report via DISC (remembering to ALWAYS
escalate the incident), 101, Online or via Crimestoppers anonymously and this
includes any intelligence you may have around any Rural and Wildlife Crime.

With planned upcoming patrols and operation for the team, remember your
information, intelligence and reporting of these type of crime is what we need to
know to be able us to resource and patrol effectively and efficiently.

If you would like a few of the new signs for your land/farm to pop up, please get in
contact via discreports@hampshire.police.uk. Your local Neighbourhood Officer
can drop some round as soon as possible.

Thank you for your support and cooperation
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Candover Valley Gardening Club
In July we had a very enjoyable summer garden party with plenty of
lovely food, a fun quiz and a special raffle of local goodies. First
prize was a bottle of the delicious Candover Brook wine.

As happens sometimes, not too frequently I’m pleased to say, our visit to the
Watercress Farm in Alresford was cancelled due to a sewage spillage at the farm.
Needless to say, there is a lot of clearing up to do. However, at short notice were able
to

organise a garden visit to a garden at Binstead.

In August, we are looking forward to a visit to Longstock to see their collection of
Buddleias. Peter Moore will show us around and we will have an opportunity
beforehand to visit the nursery or have refreshments in their café.

Our indoor meetings are held at 7.30pm in Preston Candover Village Hall on the
third Thursday of the month from September to April. In the summer months we
visit some beautiful gardens. If you would like to join us at any time, guests are very
welcome for a small fee and we always welcome new members for an annual
subscription of only £15 per person.

Candover Valley Store

Store and post office trading hours

Monday to Friday Store open: 8.00am — 6.00pm
Post office: 8.30am — 5.00pm

Saturday Store open: 8.30am — 5.00pm
Post office:  9.00am — 12.30pm
Sundays & Store open: 8.30am — 12.30pm

Bank Holidays Post office: Closed

We look forward to welcoming you!

Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE
Tel: 01256 389500 www.cvcs.org.uk
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) 24/7 flexibility — Available even outside surgery hours

Simply enter your date of birth on the phone keypad when prompted. If the system
matches your details with the number you are calling in on, it will read out your upcom-
ing appointments. You can also cancel an appointment with a key press and receive a
confirmation via SMS.

To use this service, just follow the voice prompts when you call the surgery and select the
option to check or cancel your appointment. It’s a fast and easy way to stay on top of
your healthcare needs!

September Flu Vaccinations
We will be inviting the following eligible patients for their flu vaccine
from 1 September:

U pregnant women
o all children aged 2 or 3 years on 31 August 2025
o all children in clinical risk groups aged 4 years to 17.

Children in years R-11 will be vaccinated in school by School Health.

October Covid & Flu Vaccinations

We will be inviting the following eligible patients for their covid & flu vaccinations
(these need to be co-administered) From October, an exact start date to be confirmed by
NHS England in due course:

) those aged 75 years and over
) Residents in a care home for older adults
o those aged 18 years and over in clinical risk groups (as defined by the Green

Book, Covid-19 Chapter 14a

October Flu only vaccinations
We will be inviting the following eligible patients for ONLY their flu vaccinations.
From October, exact start date to be confirmed by NHS England in due course:

o those aged 65 years and over

o those aged 18 years to under 65 years in clinical risk groups (as defined by
the Green Book, Influenza chapter 19 )

) those in long-stay residential care homes

o carers in receipt of carer’s allowance, or those who are the main carer of an elderly
or disabled person

) close contacts of immunocompromised individuals

o frontline workers in a social care setting without an employer led occupational

health scheme

Please support the surgery & wait for us to invite you for your flu jab at the
recommended time.
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The Alresford Surgery

Station Road

ALRESFORD, Hampshire

Out of hours telephone number 111

Online Appointment Booking
We have a range of appointments available to book online giving patients the conven-

ience of booking, checking or cancelling appointments at any time and place. Using the
NHS App, you can avoid the need to call or visit the surgery during opening hours.

The appointment types available to book online are:

GP Consultation — you can choose whether to have a face-to-face appointment or a tele-
phone call, please just state your preference in the booking notes. Please note that avail-
ability can be very variable and if there is a particular doctor you would like to see we
suggest checking back over several days.

Blood Test — if your GP has asked you to have a blood test these are usually available
from 8.30am to 2.30pm five days a week.

Smear Test — if you have received a letter inviting you to book cervical screening
(smear test) these appointments are available with our Practice Nurses.

Physiotherapy — we have a physiotherapist at the surgery every Tuesday and Thursday
who can carry out an initial assessment of any joint problems you may be experiencing.
Having carried out an assessment, the physiotherapist may advise you to carry out some
specific exercises which will be explained to you, or they may refer you for an x-ray or
to an orthopedic clinic for further treatment.

August bank holiday closure

The surgery will be closed on Monday 26™ August from 8.00-18.30pm.

If you need urgent medical care, you can access the Out of Hours service for advice, a
face-to-face appointment or, if it is necessary, a home visit & the number to call is 111.
e-Consults will not be able to be submitted after 6.30pm on Friday 24™ August & will
not restart again until 8am on Tuesday 27™ August.

Reminder - Afternoon Closure — Thursday 25" September

The surgery and dispensary will be closed from 12.30pm to enable all GPs & Nurses to
attend a compulsory training meeting this afternoon.

Our phone lines will not be open this afternoon.

If you require urgent medical attention, please call 111.

Check and Cancel: A Quick & Easy Way to Manage Your Appointments

We’re excited to introduce a new feature available through our phone system that makes
managing your appointments easier than ever — Check and Cancel.

With this simple option, you can now quickly check your upcoming appointments and, if
needed, cancel them easily by using the phone system, without the need to speak to a
member of the team. This means:

. Less time on hold — No need to queue to check or cancel

o Fewer missed appointments — A quick check helps you remember your bookings
Better access for all — Helping free up appointments for other patients who need
them

28

THE ¥ARD

Moon Roast Coffee I Brunch + Lunch | Events I Private Hire

Noahlnada-Kim
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AN EVENING OF MUSIC + CONVERSATION WITH NOAH INADA-KIM
| THURS SEPTEMBER 1™ | 7.30PM - 9PM

A passionate pianist since childhood, Noah has created an online sensation
with his @pjk.classica| social media platform dedicated to bringing his love of
the great composers to a new generation. Noah will play some of his
favourite classical pieces alongside some timeless modern day icons + speak
to Alison Martin about bridging the gap between generations + reconnecting
modern audiences with the timeless beauty of classical music.

Tickets available on our website.
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A Tail-Wagging Success: Valley Pet Service at St Peter’s Church,
Brown Candover

Brown Candover, 29" June, 2025 — The sun shone in joyful welcome over the
picture-perfect cricket pitch and church as we gathered for the special Pet Service at
St Peter’s Church — a blessing of our most loyal companions.

" In what has become a cherished
. village tradition, the annual Pet
f Service was held on 29" June,
drawing a delightful congregation
' of animals and their owners.

| Plenty of dogs (lots of Labradors!)
“ joined a beautiful Bernese

- Mountain dog, a wooden elephant
and a stuffed hippo. The hippo

sponsored in it’s natural

“ environment by its owner; the

-8 story behind the wooden elephant
has yet to be revealed. Their

humans gathered too - some curious, some excitable, and all remarkably

well-behaved.

Julian Gibbons led the service with wonderful stories of animals from his own
childhood. Apparently, anyone wanting to discourage their children from developing
an expensive interest in riding, should start by buying a donkey — it put the Gibbons
children off!

Prayers were said and thanks were given for all the animals in our lives — not just our
pets, but our service animals too — and for those who look after our animals (someone
might have prayed for cheaper vet bills!).

After the service we gathered for cups of tea and coffee, delicious chocolate brownies
and British strawberries. St Peter’s will hold another pet service next year and
judging by the turnout — and the tails — it’s sure to be another ‘pawsitively’ joyful

Yoga and Mindfulness

Group and 1-1 classes

AGILE

PLUMBING in-person and on zoom
All General Plumbing Work
Undertaken. YOGA THERAPY

Thrive with a Personalised Plan!
Achieve your optimal health with a tailored
approach combining mindfulness, yoga, and
relaxation practices.

Together, we'll address your unique challenges,
supporting your mind, body, and soul through
life’s transitions.

Specialists in
Bathroom, Wet Room &
Utility Room
Design & Installation.

All Work Fully Insured &
Guaranteed.

8-week Mindfulness for Stress
Reduction courses

Call: 07866 475 274

Email: info@agileplumbing.com

WWW-agileplumbing-com Yoga for Mental Health courses

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

www.rebeccajamesyoga.co.uk
Where reputation matters

bex.yoga@gmail.com 07929185 057

Local Independent Financial Adviser
B&L Stuart Palmer IMC & DipPFS

Celebrating

30

Fir:;:zi-nl 3 I}‘utleprised ti"&d Regulckteg, by
Burgess & Lee Ltd Scrvices  FEA Reforence 160493 Y

NDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

& contact your local financial
adviser:

Pension Planning

Investment Advice
Email: stuart@burgessandlee.co.uk

Cash Flow Planning

Estate Planning m Connect over Linkedin:
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WEATHERWISE By Simon Bourne
Summary of weather observations taken at Northington Down
in June 2025

Temperatures (degrees centigrade/Fahrenheit)

Highest

Lowest
Warmest Night
Coolest Day

Average maximum temperature
Average minimum temperature
Number of air frosts

Rainfall (millimetres/inches)

Monthly total
Annual Total

Maximum 24hr. rainfall

Number of days with rain

29.5/85 (21%& 30™)

5.2/41 (8™
16.4/62 (28™)
15.7/60 (7™

23.0/73

11.0/52
1

30.2/1.50 Average 54.8/2.16
284.8/11.21 Average 382.8/15.07

9.3/0.37 (7™
11

Summary The month started on a cool and unsettled note with low pressure dominant
and a series of Atlantic weather systems that brought rain each day or overnight in the
first week. Temperatures increased in the second week as high pressure brought settled
conditions albeit with a moderate to heavy shower on the 12™. There was no measurable
rain in the third week as the temperature continued to build and reached the heat wave
threshold and warmest day at 85°F on the 21%, before dropping back. Temperatures
increased again in the last few days of the month with the second heat wave, and equal
warmest day on the 30", This was the second warmest June recorded here, with
temperatures more that 3°F above the long term average and it was dry, with 70% of the

mean rainfall for the month.
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Music lessons in your own home

Experienced and qualified teacher of
Piano and violin has a few vacancies for new pupils,
Beginner or more advanced - any age from 5 years old.
Adults very welcome. Please contact:

Mark Banks, GLcM, AmusLCM, LLCM(TD), ALCM, PGCE (QTS)
Graduate of the London College of Music
markbanks2030@gmail.com, 07793 204758, 01420 562035

Theory of Music, A Level & GCSE support,

keyboard harmony, viola.

Book now for September start

X

LIVIA'S FURREVER ADVENTURES
o Hovin
= -~

DOG WALKING & PET CARE SERVICES

%  SERVICES
Solo/Group dog walks
Home visits
Overnight pet sits (in clients house)
Pet taxi
Free meet and greet

+ BASED IN BROWN CANDOVER AND SERVING THE
NEARBY AREAS
+ FULLY INSURED, DBS CHECKED , CANINE FIRST
AID AND BODY LANGUAGE TRAINED
5 STAR REVIEWS

° CONTACT LIVIA:
07849748815
LIVIASFURREVERADVENTURESeGMAIL.COM
WWW.LIVIASFURREVERADVENTURES.CO.UK
CHECK MY FB & INSTA
eLIVIASFURREVERADVENTURES FOR PRICES
AND REVIEWS

WOODWORK

Help available with all your
carpentry needs, whether
maintenance, improvement or
bespoke. No job too small.

Careful, methodical, creative.
City & Guilds level 2&3
qualifications.

Rory Vereker, Upton Grey
07956 231 214

rory.vereker@outlook.com

tortoisewoodwork.com
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PICKLEBALL

At the Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover
£5 per person per hour, all equipment included
Email cvchires@gmail.com to book
Available Friday 6pm — Sunday 6pm

Mulberry Tree Services

Problem Trees?
Fully Qualified Certified Tree
Surgeon with 25 years experience

Fully Insured
Very Competitive Prices

* Removal of Dangerous Trees

+ Pruning » Shaping » Thinning

+ Stump Removal « Hedge Cutting
» Fencing Specialist

Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Mob: 07974 761183
www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk

Handyman Services

Fully Insured and Reliable Handyman
Most Items Covered
Carpentry, Repairs
Fencing, Basic Garden Work
Kitchens, Bathrooms

No Job too small
Competitive Prices

Call for a quote today
Abbey Handyman Services

Mobile: 07479060708
abbeyhandyservices@gmail.com
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Candover Valley Store




Candover Valley Store

Young Hands, Big Impact — Celebrating Our Local Youth Workers
In honour of International Youth Day — August 11th.

As International Youth Day approaches, we are proud to recognize the positive
contributions of our local youth in the Candover Valley.

Each weekend and throughout school holidays, a dedicated team of paid youth workers
aged 15 to 18 supports the daily operations of the Candover Valley Community Store.
Their work goes beyond simple shifts, they play an essential role in the wellbeing of our
community.

From stocking shelves and operating the ProEPOS till system to greeting customers with
friendliness, these young team members are gaining valuable practical skills, building
confidence, and making meaningful contributions to village life. Their enthusiasm,
dependability, and positive attitude are invaluable assets to both the store and the
community we serve.

International Youth Day is a global celebration of the potential, passion, and impact of
young people. This year's theme emphasises empowering youth to engage actively
within their communities. Our local youth workers exemplify this message through their
dedication and responsibility. Their efforts demonstrate that even in a small rural
setting, young people can make a significant and lasting difference.

This September, we will be sad to bid farewell to some team members as they progress
to higher education. We wish them all the best in their future endeavours and look
forward to celebrating their continued successes.

We're not currently recruiting new youth workers due to a strong existing team,
however, we do have a waiting list, and we’d always love to hear from anyone who's
interested in future opportunities. Feel free to get in touch via email at
hello@cvcs.org.uk.
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Brooching the Subject.
The summer is well and truly here and the excavations of the Romano British building at

Stanchester are about to begin once more. In light of this it was a real coincidence that I
happened to find a brooch dating from that time during a very recent trip to the fields in the
heart of the village.

Although there are rare finds of buttons and some toggles pre-dating the Roman Conquest,
brooches appear to have been the popular form of fastening for ordinary Romans. They were
an extremely important part of dress and were most likely used to secure outer garments.
They were usually die cast from a form of copper alloy and using a two-part clay mould and
worked by attaching a sprung or hinged pin to the cast piece to create a safety pin-esque
mechanism. This proved very successful, evidenced by the fact that we are using the same
technology two thousand years later! It’s worth remembering however that metal itself was a
premium product for much of history, and poorer Romans would have made do with simple
bone or wooden fastenings.

Whilst brooches were chiefly functional items they were usually decorated. Humans before
and since have used jewellery as a way to express status and personality, and the Romans of
the Candover Valley were no different. There are a mind-boggling number of types and
subsets, all with different features. Two local examples I have found are both classed as ‘La
Téne III’, popular in the 1* century AD and showing clear elements of Celtic design. The
name of this brooch type is derived from an important salt production site in Switzerland, the
style likely finding its way to the UK with population movements due to trade or population
movement at or before the time of invasion.

Brooches could be long in design, take the form of an animal, could be flat, were often
enamelled, and some intricately decorated in many colours. My recent find is known as a
‘Hod Hill” type which is widely thought to have been affiliated with the Roman Army during
and after the Conquest. Cast in bronze, its wearer would definitely have looked the part.

A A La Téne Brooch found in A decorated brooch in the form of a
Chilton Candover. hare E

| adre,

|

found close to the village “ 1

59B659

Courtesy of the P.A. The Hod Hill brooch found recently

Let us stop for a moment to consider what was happening all those years ago. Perhaps an
individual walking towards the village from the Stanchester villa, perhaps a soldier passing
through? Maybe the day was warming up — a nice opportunity for a quick break, cloak off.
Did our individual gather their cloak up and take it back home before realising the loss of
their brooch? Alternatively, was it a chilly day, cloak wrapped round tightly. The brooch pin
breaks and the plate lost in the grass. The start of its two thousand year wait to be found. A
nuisance perhaps, but, an opportunity to acquire the latest design. I hope they chose well!
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RENEWABLE ENERGY | LOW RUNNING COST | LOW MAINTENANCE

01256 268500

rawlingsrenewables.co.uk
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On the Farm— Ben Robinson

Every year before harvest Hampshire NFU organises a free Health and Safety train-
ing day for farmers and farm staff. This year 150 people attended, and it proved a
useful refresher before the busy arable season kicks off. There are various stations
and sessions that attendees move round covering issues such as fire safety, first aid,
coming into contact with a live electric wire, working from height and livestock han-
dling. Health and Safety is often met with a groan. However, in farming it really mat-
ters. You are 21 times more likely to die at work as a farmer or farm worker than in
the UK average workplace. Only deep sea trawlermen have a worse rate of occupa-
tional fatality.

There are many reasons for this, many of which a risk assessment and a Hi-Viz jacket
won’t do much to help. There are the weather pressures, lone working, the long
hours, the unpredictable livestock and the potentially dangerous machinery. These
can be mitigated to an extent by good planning and maintenance.

However, farming is virtually unique in the modern economy that industrial buildings
are built around family homes. Nowadays any remaining industry in urban areas is
tucked away on industrial estates, well separated from housing. Most farms have pre-
cious little delineation between where ‘home’ starts, and ‘workplace’ begins. This
can make children vulnerable once they get to the age that they want to start explor-
ing. Though we have some strong fencing to keep them in the garden and away from
the yard, farm safety is a constant worry here with our three- and one-year old boys.

Despite this it is the elderly who are most at risk on farms. Many farmers don’t quite
know when the time has come to hang up their boots and thus keep plodding on years
and even decades beyond what most would call a normal retirement age. It is easy to
do when you live by the yard. However, dodging the bull, climbing the ladder or set-
ting up machinery is a little harder to do when you are in your 80s than in your 20s
and 30s. Sadly the injury and fatality statistics back this up. It is the old and young
who are most likely to come to harm on our farms.

As [ write the dry spell stretching back to March has just broken. The sheep have
done fairly well in it and we have just about managed to keep enough grass in front
of them. Sheep generally enjoy a dry time as they are less affected by worms, fluke
and other internal parasites. The lamb price has so far remained high and indeed has
strengthened as the summer has progressed. I am hoping the market for sheep meat
remains strong as it certainly won’t be the grain price powering the business forward
this year.
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