Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall www.northingtonvillagehall.com
Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off
the B3046. Facilities include an ample car park & a large field with a
marquee friendly flat area (90ft x 40ft). An ideal venue for birthday parties,
business functions, weddings and formal events with a fully equipped
kitchen and Wi-Fi.

Email contact@northingtonvillagehall.com

Candover Valley Club
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses
Licensed bar

cvchires@gmail.com

Wield Village Hall wieldvillagehall@wgmail.com
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.

Tables & chairs available for separate hire.

Disabled parking, access and toilets

Preston Candover Village Hall Book online www.pcvh.org.uk,

Contact us on info@pcvh.org.uk
Fully equipped venue to hire with kitchen facilities, disabled access and toilet and park-
ing. For block bookings e-mail bookings@pcvh.org.uk

Editorial Team
Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator
Ros Partridge 01420 563 816
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
SO24 9RW
rospartridge 1 @gmail.com

Jean Frost 01420 561 136
5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
SO24 9SH
jeanterry@uwclub.net
Distribution Manager Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107
ppellereau@gmail.com

Technical Producer

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the
Technical Producer
Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any
article. (E-mail copy much appreciated).
Disclaimer

The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in the Oxdrove
and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of
information and advertisements in this publication.
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THE OXDROVE
Church and Community News
of
The Candover Valley and Wield
Rector: David Chattell, The Rectory, Preston Candover
Tel: 01256 389 474 Email: davidchattell1 72@btinternet.com

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight email address:
beneficeFCW@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750
Contact preferred by e-mail

Rota for Services

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led

The Parishes of Farleigh, The Candover Valley
and Wield
The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield
Services for March 2024

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay Led
Sunday 3" March 3" Sunday of Lent

08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP DC
09:30 Wield Matins DC
09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer IT
11:00 Northington Holy Baptism DC
11.15 Dummer Sunday Special
4pm Brown Candover Farewell Service DC &JG
Readings Exodus 20:1-17, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, John 2:13-22
Psalm 19
Sermon “Cleansing of the temple”
Sunday 10™ March 4™ Sunday of Lent Mothering Sunday
08:00 Dummer Holy Communion IT
09:45 Ellisfield Morning Prayer IT
10:00 Preston Candover Mothering Sunday Family Service JG
11:15 Cliddesden Family Holy Communion IT
18:00 Wield Evensong PR
Readings  Numbers 21:4-9, Ephesians 2:1-10, John 3 :14-21
Psalm 107

Sermon “Look up and be saved”



http://www.pcvh.org.uk
mailto:info@pcvh.org.uk
mailto:bookings@pcvh.org.uk
mailto:ppellereau@googlemail.com
mailto:beneficeFCW@hotmail.com

Sunday 17" March 5™ Sunday of Lent
9.00 Wield Holy Communion BCP IT
9:45 Dummer Morning Prayer
10:00 Preston Candover Holy Communion IT
11.15 Cliddesden Family Service PR
Readings  Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 5:5-10, John 12:20-33

Psalm 51
Sermon “Walking in the dark...?”
Sunday 24™ March Palm Sunday
8:30 Bradley Holy Communion CW. +D
9:45 Dummer Holy Communion CW +D
11:00 Brown Candover Family Morning Worship IT
11:15 Ellisfield Family Holy Communion +D ' )
Readings  Isaiah 50:4-9, Philippians 2:5-11, Mark 14:1-end WET WAS TE

Psalm 31 REMOVAL SOLUTIONS
Sermon “Lies, betrayal, corruption, hatred and desertion”
Thursday 28th March Maundy Thursday ]
7pm Bradley Holy Communion IT ‘ TREATMENT PLANT INSTALLATIONS
Readings  Exodus 121:1-14 1Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17 SEPTICTANK INSTALLATIONS

CESSPOOL INSTALLATIONS
‘ EIFTING PUMP INSTALLAJIONS
th . .
ll\garch 29 N h‘GOOd F{;fdiﬁl’ Walk of Witness JG & 4D SEPTIC TANK CLEARANCE
am orthington to Wie alk of Witness + R e
2pm Dummer ‘An hour at the Cross’ Bishop David CESSROOL CLEARZEEE
HIGH PRESSURE JETFING
AND CLEARANCE

Sunday 31° March Easter Sunday CCTV SURVEYS AND INSPECTIONS
09:30 Wield Family Holy Communion +D
09:45 Dummer Family Holy Communion IT LIFTING PUMP REPLACEMENT
11:15 Cliddesden Family Holy Communion PR AND SERVICING
11:15 Ellisfield Fam@ly Holy Commun@on 1T FLEXIBLE PAYMENT METHODS S |
11:00 Preston Candover Family Holy Communion +D = . (T E
11:00 Northington Family Holy Communion JG FAST AN[,J_E_FEICIENT SERVICE S i “mﬁm‘?{“
4pm Brown Candover Family Easter Worship and tea following. +D OVER 18 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE i O
Readings  Acts 10:34-43, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, John 20:1-18 '

Psalm 118
Sermon “He is risen”
Sunday 7" April 2" Sunday of Easter
08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP IT
09:30 Wield Matins PR
09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer IT
10:00 Preston Candover Morning Prayer JG
11:00 Northington Holy Communion ?? JG??




Contemporary Catholic
Co-educational 3-13
Day & Boarding

FARLEIGH

“Exceptz'onﬂ/ly we/l—aoﬁus)t,ed
and kind children

Tatler Schools Guide

s 0
= *x

Flexible school bus service
from The Wheatsheaf (RG25 2BB)
direct to Farleigh
(also enquire about our
Winchester / Stockbridge service)

=3

Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
E: admissions@farleighschool.com
T: 01264 712838 to book or to arrange a tour

Mark Rawlings

FCA ATII

Chartered Accountant
& Chartered Tax
Advisor

Specialising in Personal and
Business Taxation

Including Self Employed and
Company Accounts.

Telephone

01420 561204

11.15 Dummer Sunday Special

Readings  Acts 4:32-35, 1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-end Psalm 133
Sermon “We have seen the Lord”

Sermon ‘Ashamed of Jesus?’
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There will be a final service for David Chattell and his
family on Sunday 3™ March at 4pm at St. Peters, Brown Candover,
followed by tea in the Club.

Everyone is most welcome and Celia and Sue would
appreciate it if you are able to help with tea.

Please contact Celia on 07715 504317

Moundsmere

Estate Management

Moundsmere
Estate Management

Your local specialists in

FARM & ESTATE MANAGEMENT
&
RURAL PROPERTY LETTING
&
MANAGEMENT

From Cosy Cottages to Country Houses...

For a friendly free appraisal,

Contact:
Estate t Ltd,
The Estate Office, Moundsmere,
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG25 2HE.

Telephone 01256 389253
E-mail info@moundsmere.co.uk

www.moundsmere.co.uk
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Incorporating Airport
XL CarS Chauffer Services
(Airports, Business, Long Distance)

Winchester's Premier Chauffeur Services

Luxury Jaguar XJL Saloon
& Similar Prestigious Cars
Smart & Friendly Drivers
Punctuality Guaranteed

Complimentary Newspapers & Water

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
www.xlcars.co.uk / info@xlcars.co.uk

Telephone 01962 76 10 10
Taking The Stress Out of Road Travel

Sorry - we do not offer a 24/7 local taxi service

Dear Friends

Goodbye and thank you. Thank you for all your warm comments and good
wishes sent to me and Ruth as we leave the benefice. Since arriving on April
1** in 2011 I have had the privilege of sharing in folk’s lives in many differ-
ent ways. Not least of which has been sharing the joy of couples in the sol-
emnisation of marriage, the delight of holding newly born children at the font
for baptism and helping many families with funerals. There has been so
much more beside that, and I have enjoyed many conversations about faith,
the privilege of listening to troubles shared or hopes explored and living in a
beautiful area with you.

Some parting thoughts, firstly, I wonder what impresses you? An Oxford
vicar now in his late fifties said that as a fit young man he was impressed by
strength and physical prowess. In his twenties it was by academia as his
friends gained graduate and post grad degrees. In his thirties he was im-
pressed by business success as the financially able with business acumen ac-
cumulated wealth and made money, lots of it! He reflects now with the per-
spective of years that what impresses him most is human kindness. None of
us needs to be very successful in anything to be kind, for it is always within
our reach. In wedding services, we often hear St Paul’s writing on love, de-
scribed as patient and kind, that forgives and forgets, looks for the best and
never ends, and concludes that without love all our abilities and talents are
worth nothing, so primary and principle is love to a flourishing human life.
As we often reflect, we do live in a beautiful area, and feel deep appreciation
for the blessings bestowed through countryside and communities.
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Sometimes I wonder at two things, firstly with appreciation for those who are
quietly kind with common courtesy through to philanthropy, and secondly, I
am surprised by unkindness, why treat people worthy of respect, badly or with
contempt?

When I left teaching to ‘enter the church’ I quoted from St Paul to staff at my
send off from Romans 1 that ‘I am not ashamed of the gospel as it is the power
of God for salvation’ that we all need. The gospel, or good news, of Jesus is
that there is real effect and power in Christian truth, that Jesus has wonderfully
made a way to approach God and to receive from him the blessing of for-
giveness of sin and hope of eternal life. This message has power to change us
inside since it ‘does what it says on the tin’ and over the centuries so many
have found in Christ, wonderful things. God who is impressively strong, pow-
erful who knows everything and with great creative power made all things and
owns all things is fundamentally kind. The gospel is essentially God’s kind-
ness towards us and for us all, even those who treat God with contempt there’s
invitation to receive from him! The gospel message though, is like an RSVP,
and we do need to consider our response!

Farewell and God bless,

David

Reverend Ian Thaker
The Reverend Ian Thacker will be taking services in the vacancy created by David Chattell's
departure, in the Benefice of Farleigh, Candovers and Wield.

Ian was the Lead Chaplain at Huntercombe Prison for twenty years before his retirement to
the area. Prior to that he was a Radiologist in a hospital.

His telephone number is on the website, and he will be pleased to make pastoral visits and
get to know our communities better.

Hellards

AT home
v H ansWe/

Successfully selling and
letting property in
The Candover Valley
since 1988.

ttings

11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk

01962 736333 alresford@hellards.co.uk




WARNER AND RICHARDSON LLP ARE INDEPENDENT SOLICITORS
LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC CITY OF WINCHESTER.

WE HAVE A STRONG, LONG STANDING REPUTATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICE
AND HIGH QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE.

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH ANY OF THESE MATTERS:-

e WILLS, PROBATE AND ESTATES
- RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING
COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND BUSINESS CONVEYANCING

PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01962 868366

Visit our website:- www.wandr.co.uk

/’b‘ p
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Chipandell

Purpose Made Joinery
Traditional Local Craftsman - Established over 35 years
Specialist bespoke joinery using sustainable hardwoods

Manufacturing: Doors }‘W : , T
Windows - Kitchens - Bedrooms R Yy
All Hand Made Furniture - Sign & Letter Carving

Telephone/Fax:(01256 381183
wwwichipandellco.uk

The Woodsheds, Park Corner,
Herriard, Hants. RG252PD
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Church sidesmen and readers

Church

St John’s
Northington

St Peter’s
Brown

St Marys
Preston Candover

All Saints
Bradley

St James’
Wield

Date

3 March
11.00am

31 Mar
11.00am

3 Mar 4.00pm
David’s Farewell
service

24 Mar
11.00am

31 Mar
4.00pm

10 Mar
10.00am

17 Mar
10.00am

31 Mar
10.00am

7 April
10.00am

24 Mar
8.00am

28 Mar

3 Mar
9.30am

10 Mar
6.00pm

17 Mar
9.00am

31 Mar
9.30am

7 April
9.30am

Sidesmen

Rhona and James
Hatchley

Rhona and James
Hatchley

Sue Marriott
Celia Foote

Sue Marriott

Celia Foote
Anne Luneburg
Marina Avis
Jane Laws
Gunnel Berry
Anne Luneburg

Christopher Swan

Andrew Don
Barbara Wells

Robert Grande

Brian Collins

John Lailey

Alwin Hutchinson
Allan Futty

Readers

Rhona and James
Hatchley

Rhona and James
Hatchley

Sue Marriott
Anne Luneburg

Jonathan Moseley
Paul Curtis
Hayward

Rhys Smith

Anne Luneburg
Marina Avis

Marina Avis
Jane Laws

Anne Luneburg
Marina Avis

Gunnel Berry

David Cowley
Joanna Nelson

Eileen Collins
Catherine Simons

Philip Geddes
Mark Kemp Gee

Jean Frost
Alwin Hutchinson

Paul Markillie
Amanda Bromfield



Church flowers, cleaning and key holders

WAL T GREY LTI

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Bespoke building projects
for the discerning client...
CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, MODERNISATIONS
AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

Telephone: 01256 636 511
www.westportgrey.co.uk

SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT

St. John’s Church
Northington
St Peter’s Church Key Holder March Edwina Curtis Hayward
Brown Candover . .
April Sue Marriott

All Saints Church
Bradley
St. Mary
The Virgin Flowers 30 March Easter flowers, all helpers
Preston Candover welcome
St James’ Church

Flowers by congregation

Cleaner Permanent Michelle & Nicole

00
§ 00000

Jeet Feet
Alton

e All foot issues
o Nail surgery for
ingrown, problem and
damaged nails
o NEW Ostenil joint
..% injections and fillers for
( L o. painful toes and soles
’ e Verruca and fungal nail
’l specialist treatments
e MSK biomechanical
assessments, orthotics
o Heel pain shockwave
therapy

Specialist footcare treatments
BUPA registered. Referral clinic. C
Voted Best Podiatry UK Blogger

Accredited Podiatry Clinic

Compleet Feet are a complete foot care clinic.

Working alongside other private practitioners and
the NHS to keep people healthy on their feet.

5a Normandy Street Alton GU34 1DD
Tel: 01420 89600

E: info@compleetfeet.co.uk

Blogs: www.compleetfeet.co.uk
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CLEANING CARPET & APOLSTERY

Specialist Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaner

Local Area

Over 25 Years Experience

Quotes available on enquiry

Telephone: 07887481787

Email: ba.carpetspecialist@gmail.com

¥ HORIZCN

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988

e Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q :
Freeview, Freesat TRAl

® Tuning & Set Up ‘
Remote control programming
Weak/No Signal Repairs

e TV Wall Installation
Hidden Cabling

. DING
S ¢
AP PRGOS
N' 1
e Additional TV Points

o Wi-Fi Signal Improvement and Network Cabling
including garden area and outbuildings

e CCTV Installations o) mebveof
Including Ring doorbell € heef<

e Starlink Installation
Superfast Internet for Rural Areas

trade.com

a
Where reputation matters

Suzanne Andrews Ltd

For Beautifully Made Hand Finished Curtains,
Blinds,Small Loose Covers,Bedheads & More.

Madeto Orderin Your Fabricor Ours.

For MoreInformation Contact

Email.suzieandrews3z@gmail.com
Mobile: 07976388743

Bradley Christmas Concert

Residents of Bradley were treated to a wonderful evening of Christmas music to raise
funds for two worthy causes. Under the musical direction of Richard Morgans,
performers including Vox Lucis choir, The Belles of St Martins from Ellisfield,
professional musicians including Lianne Cole, Cathlyn-Rose McKellar, Chad Vindin
and many more local musicians, generously donated their time, energy and talents
free of charge to raise funds for Winchester Beacon Night Shelter and All Saints
Church.

An impressive “pop-up” performance by the ‘Bradley Singers’ surprised and pleased
all present. The evening rounded off with tasty refreshments and a raffle organised
by Andrew Don.

Special thanks must be given to Robyn and Julian Gibbons for their hospitality and
help in preparing the church for the concert. Thanks also to Isla Baring and the Tait
Memorial Trust and other doners whose generosity enabled the concert to take place.
This was a truly magnificent village event, in which everyone pulled together to
make the concert a total success.

The total amount of £1,978 raised was divided equally and gratefully received by the
Winchester Beacon Night Shelter and All Saints Church Bradley
Very many thanks to everyone involved.

JRB

5 - 4 “| CONGRATULATIONS TO RICHARD WALKER

~ As reported in the Oxdrove, Richard was awarded a Brit-
ish Empire Medal last September for services to the local
community.

proached was fully supportive of his nomination for an
honour. This is the outcome!

To celebrate, and congratulate Richard in person, a gather-
ing for all in the local community has been arranged:
Sunday 17" March 11.30am - 1.30pm

Drinks and nibbles. Everyone is welcome.

FEileen Jamieson
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Good Friday Walk with the Bishop of Basingstoke
29" March 2024

This year we are being joined on our annual walk by Bishop David, please come and
join us for the whole walk , just a section or at the churches

10.00am  Northington

11.15am  Brown Candover

12.00pm  Chilton Manor Farm for Lunch
1.15pm  Preston Candover
2.30pm  Bradley

3.45pm Wield

At every church we have a reading, a hymn and prayers. Some walk the whole route
and some join us for part. We have our picnic lunches at Chilton Manor farm. All are
welcome on the walk, children especially for whom there is an egg hunt at journeys
end —St.James’ Wield.

Spend the day in good company, fresh air and wonderful countryside

Inventing the Universe:
Why we can't stop talking about science, faith and God. (2015)

By Rev Prof Alistair McGrath. Amongst many things once Principal of Wycliffe Hall
theological college, Oxford.

We just can't stop talking about the big questions around science and faith. They haven't
gone away...in fact, we seem to talk about them more than ever....religion continues to
grow around the world. Meanwhile, Richard Dawkins and the New Atheists argue that
religion is at war with science - and that we must choose between them.

What if science and faith might enrich each other? What if they can together give us a
deep and satisfying understanding of life?

Alister McGrath, one of the world's leading authorities on science and religion, engages
with the big questions that Dawkins and others have raised - including origins, the burden
of proof, the meaning of life, the existence of God and our place in the universe. In-
formed by the best and latest scholarship, /nventing the Universe is a groundbreaking
new primer for the complex yet fascinating relationship between science and faith.
Amazon review.

LEN STOCKLEY

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

Rotten Wood Repair System
for Windows & Doors

Coving & General Repairs
Over 40 Years Experience

Free Estimates

Tel: 01420 86205 (Alton)
Mobile: 07866 784269

SHAUN BARNEY

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTER &

DECORATOR
LOCAL TRADESMAN WITH 20
YEARS EXPERIENCE

COMPETITIVE RATES QUALITY

WORK

Fully Insured

Tel: 01962 864033
07928 027618

Help wanted
I am looking for a HOUSEKEEPER to help us in Upper Wield. Might you be able
to give me between 10-16 hours a week? The work will involve cleaning, ironing
and day to day household chores. Some cooking skills would be useful but not es-
sential. The job would suit someone happy to
generally muck in.

Extra dog/housesitting could be added if you were interested.
Please call Amanda on 07836 244097 for more information.

Care at home

Are you or a relative beginning to consider care options? Our
comprehensive service offers you the support you need, when you
need it, in the comfort of your own home. Our services include:

* Assistance with morning, lunch, teatime & evening routines
* Meal preparation

* Personal care

* Support with mobility

* Light housekeeping & laundry

* Shopping, outings & social activities
* Support with medication

* Respite care

* Live-In care

= t: 01256 700991
e: enquiries@calidacare.co.uk
www.calidacare.co.uk

Hampshire Woodlands Limited

Tree Management

* Tree Care and General Maintenance
Stump Removal

TPO & Conservation Area Planning
Applications

Hedge Cutting
Tree and Hedge Planting

Woodland Management

HE e e e e e

All Areas and Fully Insured

Email: hantswoods@btinternet.com

i Telephone: O] 420 561 1 1 8
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S\Feathers Mobile Hair
o;/—'\

WOMEN'S & MENS CUTTING AND STYLING
OCCASION HAIR AND BLOW-DRYS
LOCAL AND RELIABLE

FuLLy VTCT QUALIFIED

VEGAN AND CRUELTY FREE PRODUCTS

TEL: 07707 961999

Yoga and Mindfulness

Group and 1-1 classes
in-person and on zoom

YOGA THERAPY

A whole person approach to wellbeing

Achieve optimal health through the co-creation
of a personalised plan using the principles and
practices of yoga and mindfulness underpinned
by evidence based research to help alleviate
health challenges in a multidimensional manner.

8-week Mindfulness for Stress
Reduction courses

Yoga for Mental Health courses

www.rebeccajamesyoga.co.uk
bex.yoga@gmail.com 07929 185 057

P C Butler
Brickwork

General and Traditional
Building
Roofing, Maintenance
Repairs
Painting & Decorating

No Job Too Small

Tel: 01256 781830
Mobile: 07833 586250

paulbutler3@hotmail.co.uk

Handyman Services

Fully Insured and Reliable Handyman
Most Items Covered
Carpentry, Repairs
Fencing, Basic Garden Work
Kitchens, Bathrooms

No Job too small
Competitive Prices

Call for a quote today
Abbey Handyman Services

Mobile: 07479060708
abbeyhandyservices@gmail.com
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Do you think God might be calling

Lay Vocatio ns you to use your gifts to
3 Christ? But un of what your
M 0 r n I ng next step might be?

Saturday 6 April, 9.30am — 12.30pm
All Saints Church Hall,

St Leonards & St Ives,

BH24 21S

serve Jesus

Join Bishop David
Winchester School of Mis
to find out more about lay vocations
and the pathways available.

For more info and to book contact Tracey Nicholls
icholls@winchester.anglican.ore / 01962 710983

DIOCESE of

WINCHESTER

g




The countryside charity
m Hampshire

Green Belt countryside loss has tripled since 2012. Join CPRE (the countryside
charity) before it’s gone forever!

Green spaces are being lost at an alarming rate, so we need your support to stop harmful
and unsuitable development ruining the glorious countryside. Become a member today
before it is all too late.

The North Hants District Group, in conjunction with CPRE Hampshire, works to protect
our local area by reviewing proposed developments to ensure that they are suitable and
sustainable, while also submitting objections when necessary. To help support this valu-
able work we also hold various fundraising activities.

The charity works across many areas including: climate change, farming, green energy
solutions, public transport alternatives and affordable housing.

Did you know that CPRE played a key role in creating our National Parks and the Green
Belts? (Other bodies were also involved but CPRE was the driving force). These bril-
liant achievements, along with the fight to cut out the clutter of advertising signage,
would not have been possible without CPRE, whose imperative is to keep villages alive.

Membership is your best way to connect with and support a beautiful, thriving country-
side for everyone, and to promote gentle progress and protection for our rural areas. The
charity collaborates with communities and holds government to account for positive
change and a sustainable countryside.

Please do consider joining and be part of what CPRE stands for! Individual membership
is £5.00 per month and household membership is £7.00 per month. Parish councils or an
organization pay £5.00 per month for their membership.

As well as helping to protect the countryside, membership has some other good perks
too: discounted entry to local attractions, gardens, beautiful houses, stately homes and
even caves. You will also receive the CPRE Magazine, exclusive to members, which
features opinions, in-depth articles and updates on campaign work.

There are also other ways to help CPRE, such as volunteering at events or help fundrais-
ing with the North Hants District Group.

Your support is vital to assist with the work we do for the countryside, so please do get
in touch if you wish to know more about our wonderful events, campaigning or to be-
come a member - https://www.cprehampshire.org.uk/

Thank you.

Hannah Houstin-Lacey
Acting Chair, CPRE North Hants District Group
hannahhoustinlacey@yahoo.co.uk
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adults aged 75 years and over

residents in a care home for older adults
: individuals aged 6 months and over who are immunosuppressed (as defined in
tables 3 or 4 in the COVID-19 chapter of the Green Book)
We will be in touch directly with patients who are eligible to organise this
vaccination.

Pharmacy First — Prescription-only medicines without seeing a GP
Pharmacy First will enable community pharmacists to supply prescription-only
medicines, including antibiotics and antivirals where clinically appropriate, to treat
seven common health conditions without the need to visit a GP.

The 7 conditions are:

Sinusitis, Sore throat, Earache, Infected insect bite,

Impetigo (a bacterial skin infection), Shingles

Uncomplicated urinary tract infections in women.

For further information, see:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2024/01/over-10000-nhs-pharmacies-begin-treating-
people-for-common-conditions/

A,
BURRGW < >
Speaker GoAch

Indvidual § Group Sesslons

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local 3 = Feel better about speaking ‘out loud’
river catchment we are operating a septic tank

A . . QM . .
replacement scheme using private funding. > Improve confidence and well-being

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

s :' Prepare for presentations or pitches

For speaking ease in life and work.
Register on our website today.
To explore more: www.rachel-ley.co.uk
e: rachel.ley@rlcuk.com
t: 07876 681939

(Rudlel Ley)

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508 ‘
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The Alresford Surgery
Station Road

ALRESFORD, Hampshire
Out of hours telephone number 111

Better Health and Medication Review

If you have been invited to attend one of our Better Health Clinics, please ACT
NOW, the reason you have been called is because we need to review/discuss your
medications for another year.

Your review is an opportunity to discuss maximising your lifestyle and health.
Please help us to ensure your condition is stable by organising the following:

1) A BLOOD TEST APPOINTMENT
When you attend for your blood test appointment, please complete the
following:
Collect a urine ACR kit and information sheet from reception.
Use the waiting room BP machine for your height and weight (hand slip into
reception)
Home BP readings for 7 days

2) A BETTER HEALTH telephone appointment 2 weeks later with our nursing
team. Please make sure you have provided your 7 days of Home BP readings ahead
of your appointment by responding to the text or email we may have sent you or by
completing this form via the surgery website:
https://alresfordsurgery.co.uk/downloadable-resources/

Paper copies are available from reception if you are not able to do this.

If you do not have your own machine, we recommend you purchase one. These are
freely available at the chemist or online and cost around £15.

Important changes to local hospital services

Have you heard about the plans for a new hospital for the Hampshire region?

With significant suggested changes to the acute hospital services in and around
Basingstoke and Winchester.

A public consultation on the proposed options is currently in process.

The consultation runs from 11 December 2023 for 14 weeks until midnight 17 March
2024. Have your say at: https://www.hampshiretogether.nhs.uk

NHS App
Have you downloaded the NHS App yet? Did you know you can now book a range

of appointments with us, directly through the app.

Covid Spring Booster Campaign
We have been made aware that there will be a Spring booster campaign for Covid,

which will commence in mid April.
You are eligible for this booster if you are;
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Beautiful Blue Butterflies

The rolling hills of Hampshire’s chalk downlands are amazing havens for butterflies.
These colourful creatures light up the landscape, and are a crucial food source for
birds, bats, small mammals, and amphibians. If you take a walk around our local
chalk streams, keep an eye out for these blue beauties — just remember that the fe-
males, which can be partly brown, present more of a challenge!

The earliest to emerge is the holly blue, which can appear as early as April. This first
generation is followed by another in August, and sometimes a third in October. As its
name suggests, this species tends to congregate around holly plants in the springtime,
although the summer generation mostly relies on ivy. Unlike the others in our list,
this butterfly is pale blue on the underside of its wings.

Britain’s most widespread blue butterfly, the common blue, can roam due to the
prevalence of its favourite foodplant: common bird’s-foot-trefoil. You can often spot
it in grassy areas, including along riverbanks. Look for individuals or pairs in late
May, and again in late August. As with the holly blue, a third generation can some-
times arrive in October if the weather has been warm.

The chalk hill blue is the largest blue butterfly on our list, and the second largest in
Britain. It is mostly confined to chalk downlands, as they are the main habitat for
horseshoe vetch — its sole foodplant. Unusually, the chalk hill blue has just one gen-
eration, which emerges from July to September. The caterpillars secrete a sweet sub-
stance, so ant colonies will often protect them from predators.

Eating only horseshoe vetch is a trait shared by the Adonis blue, although this butter-
fly prefers to find its food on slopes with shorter grasses. Like those of the chalk hill
blue, Adonis blue caterpillars have a symbiotic relationship with ants. Despite a sig-
nificant decline in its overall population, this species can still be seen at sites across
Hampshire in late May and late August.

If you’re keen to learn more about these amazing animals, the local branch of Butter-
fly Conservation holds guided walks throughout the spring and summer. To discover
the wonderful world of chalk streams, explore the Watercress and Winterbournes
scheme at hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes. Our work is made possible by the National
Lottery Heritage Fund.

Free Online Talks

‘The Future of the UK’s Water Resources’

14" March, 7pm

A growing population and changing climate are putting our water resources under
mounting pressure. How can we avoid a future of shortages?

‘An Introduction to Floodplain Meadows’

25™ April, 7pm

Floodplain meadows bring beauty and biodiversity to the landscape, but many have
been lost over time. How can we restore these habitats? Book your tickets at
hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes.

11



Pollinators, Honeybees and the Asian Hornet — why should you care?
You may have heard about Asian Hornets in the news recently, as last year the UK has
suffered its biggest incursion to date of this non-native species. We have gone from just a
single nest in 2016 to 72 nests in 2023.

Why should any of us care, though?

Whilst the Asian Hornet does not pose any more danger to people than our native
European Hornet, it is a prolific hunter of insects — eating ALL pollinators — but especial-
ly a threat to honeybees. Honeybees are conveniently housed in hives by us humans and
this has made their colonies something of an Asian Hornet’s equivalent to a MacDonalds
drive-thru.

France was particularly badly hit last year, and the fear is that the hornets are hom-
ing in on the UK to take up permanent residence next. Number-crunchers have estimated
that the economic impact of the loss of bee colonies in France could amount to €30.8 mil-
lion per year and other estimated losses throughout Europe are huge.

For all you keen gardeners, walkers, tree surgeons ... it is worth knowing that
Asian Hornets are much more aggressive than our native European Hornet if you get too
close to their nest. Beekeepers who have been to talks by the experts have heard first-
hand witness to an Asian Hornet attack and they say it is not something that they would
want repeated ...

So, what is being done and what can you do to help?

A public awareness campaign has been initiated by DEFRA, the NNSS (Non-
Native Species Secretariat), APHA (Animal & Plant Health Agency) and NBU (National
Bee Unit). Among them, these departments aim to make as many people and
organisations as possible aware of this species, to both help control its spread and to pro-
tect employees and the public.

Beekeepers across the nation, and across Europe, are uniting to try and stop the
spread. It is an uphill battle, and we need as many eyes as possible to help us!

Research by experienced insect geneticists is revealing that just one queen introduced to
France in 2004 may be responsible for the spread of the entire invasion we have now.
But when a nest is spotted and destroyed, the rate of proliferation is

considerably slowed.

Most beekeeping associations will have a team of volunteers to help raise aware-
ness, assist the NBU and monitor sightings, etc.

If you think you spot an Asian Hornet, try to take a photo and note exactly where
youare. Download the Asian Hornet Watch App on your phone and report your
sighting, using the photo you took. ‘Or if you prefer you can send a photo via
www.bit.ly/asianhornetreport.

The photo will be automatically sent to the NBU and inspectors will come to the
site as soon as possible. Please do not attempt to catch or kill the hornet. It is essential
that it can be traced back to its nest and for the nest to be destroyed. licensed staff from
APHA and the NBU take over to track down and destroy the nest. It is illegal for non-
licensed organisations to do this.

We are grateful for all the help you can give to keep this invasive insect out of our
area, keep all our pollinators safe and let the honey flow from our busy bees! Thank you
in advance.

There is further information about Asian Hornets on the British Beekeepers Association
website https://www.bbka.org.uk/Listing/Category/asian-hornet-vespa-velutina
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WEATHERWISE By Simon Bourne
Summary of weather observations taken at Northington Down
in January 2024

Temperatures (degrees centigrade/Fahrenheit)

Highest 12.4/54 (2™ & 23™)
Lowest -9.3/15 (18™)
Warmest Night 7.7/46 (18™)
Coolest Day 2.0/36 (17™)
Average maximum temperature 7.6/46

Average minimum temperature 0.2/32

Number of air frosts 14

Rainfall (millimetres/inches)

Monthly total 88.1/3.47 (average 95.0/3.74)
Annual total

Maximum 24hr. rainfall 36.6/1.44 (4™

Number of days with rain 14

Summary January started mild and wet with Storm Henk on the 2™. Whilst we
escaped the worst, there were damaging winds and heavy rain with southern
England particularly affected. 2% inches of rain fell in the first five days then it
was all but dry to the end of the third week. There was some fine, sunny weather
with at times a cold northerly breeze and snow flurries in the evening of the 8™,
Temperatures were well below average with sharp overnight frosts, and the coldest
at 15°F on the 18", Storm Isha bought rain and a fresh to strong breeze in the
evening of the 21* which caused a power outage. Milder temperatures continued to
the end of the month. This was followed by Storm Jocelyn two days later. The last
week was somewhat dull with rain but mainly falling overnight. The month
was colder and slightly drier than normal for mid-winter.

2024 Rainfall ====w===Average (mm)
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Honeysuckle

Est 1988 INTERIORS

SJB
JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Manufacturers & Installers of;
Bespoke Joinery
Cabinet Making

Timber Frame Buildings

Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Expertly Made
Professionally Fitted

Based in the Candover Valley

Discover More At

www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk

Sebastian Brand

T : 07849139897
E : sjbrand1@hotmail.co.uk

By Appointment

15 Mcon Road Oakley RG23 7AL
Telephone 01256 780831

ALRESFORD Ry
-
..
2
Hampshire's UNITY : PURPOSE
[friendliest club FAMILY
a

-
Pogvpn W

Alresford RFC is celebrating 30 years of rugby by giving
FREE ADULT RUGBY
FREE Senior playing

membership

FREE MATCH FEES
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Volunteers and Sponsors Wanted
Annual Wield Litter Pick on Friday Sth April
10.15 at the Village Hall

The team of volunteers pick up the litter and the sponsors raise funds to maintain our
beautiful 12" century village church. £20 for a bag or £50 for a big bag of unmen-
tionables.

Flyers will be delivered with more detail in March but please save the date and join
the team on the day.

Queries and suggestions to Nikki Cowley on 01420 562520 or 07860
106263.nicolacowley@hotmail.co.uk

Candover Valley Store

Store and post office trading hours

Monday to Friday Store open: 8.00am — 6.00pm
Post office: 8.30am — 5.00pm

Saturday Store open: 8.30am — 5.00pm
Post office:  9.00am — 12.30pm
Sundays & Store open: 8.30am — 12.30pm

Bank Holidays Post office: Closed

We look forward to welcoming you!

Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE
Tel: 01256 389500 www.cvcs.org.uk
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Walking with Wildlife, Robert Bryant

On a fine winter’s morning of hazy sunshine, we head up the valley to Chilton
Candover, passing the brook flowing in full spate alongside grassy banks now
white with splendid displays of snowdrops. Walking down from the busy
Yard café at Chilton Manor Farm, we skirt the roadside pond where a pair of
coots, sooty black with white bill and head shield, bob about on the clear wa-
ters. One of the coots clambers onto a willow branch where it dips into the
water and begins a loud foot slapping display. She seems to be smacking
down wet pondweeds onto the branch, probably as the basis for a nest.

Across the road, a robin sings from the edge of the yew avenue, an impressive
feature of the landscape here. This private avenue of magnificent trees - the
finest in Hampshire according to Peter Norton in his 2014 survey: ‘The Ave-
nue of Yew’ - has been carefully managed by generations of landowners. The
yews have weathered many a storm, with dead and damaged trees being re-
placed. Both a roost and refuge, the dense dark canopies host all manner of
birds. The red fruit of the yew, the arils, are popular with foraging redwings.
A Merlin App is a useful aide here, picking up the calls of both a blackcap and
a bullfinch tucked away in the depths of a roadside yew.

Following the ambling path up Dundridge Lane with its mature hedgerows
and snowdrop banks, we walk softly, pausing to look and listen. Amidst the
background clatter of rooks and redwings, a distant song thrush begins to sing,
and a great spotted woodpecker starts to drum. A wintering flock of tits and
finches moves swiftly through the branches above us. Beyond Dundridge
Copse, there are fine views over the downs to Woodmancott. Meadow pipits
flutter and dance over a field, while red kites and a buzzard float overhead.

Looping back along the way-marked footpath across the fields and down to
the farm, we hear an early skylark singing high above, but quite invisible.

Robert Bryant
6" February 24
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THE

HAMPSHIRE
— VET —

Providing staffed overnight inpatient care to pets of Basingstoke

Other services provided:
« Same day first opinion consultations for acute & chronic Issues
« Same day blood test from our in-house lab
« In-house radiography, ultrasonography and dental radiography
¢ In-house orthopaedics and cardiology
« Certificate holders in Small Animal Medicine and Soft Tissue Surgery

Accepting New Patients Now &=

7o The Hampshire Vet, Shortwood Copse Lane,

2/ Beggarwood, Basingstoke. RG23 7NL @ QI256 639707

@ www.thehampshirevet.co.uk @ info@thehampshirevet.co.uk
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The Candover Valley Club is located in the beautiful village of Brown Candover next to St. Peter’s
Church, and is fronted by the village cricket field. The Club has a fully licenced bar with kitchen,
skittle alley, dart boards, pool table, TV, wifi and a separate function room suitable for large parties. A
marquee, tables, chairs, crockery and cutlery are also available to hire.

Please contact cvchires@gmail.com for more information about using these wonderful facilities, or
come for a drink on Saturday from 6.30pm.

The Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover, Alresford SO249TT cvehires@pmail.com
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‘So you can do more living’
The demands on our professional and personal lives can be overwhelming.

Our lifestyle management approach is designed to help you focus on what truly matters.

EVENTS PA HOUSE

SERVICES MANAGEMENT

www.candoverlm.co.uk
annabel@candoverlm.co.uk | 07966 415464
lisa@candoverlm.co.uk | 07736 843065

OUR SERVICES

Ratand Mousa Treatments.

ALL ASPECTS OF PEST CONTROL Wasp and Homat Noet Trastmieuts & Rarwoval.

Tracitthanal Meale Cate:hl 18
WORK UNDERTAKEN e Er e e Specks
Ong Off Teatmentz & Ongoing Past Managament Clothes Math Fumigetion & Managenent.
Programmes Avallable ‘B‘:‘dtﬂlﬂ Fla;hi:‘mnm
¥ RullyInsured v All 5taff DBS Checked Rotdeat, Insoct A Binj Control.

v’ Profsssional & Frienclly BPCA Qualified Staff e
/ Al ataff use Non Slgn Writien Vehlcles. iscmet Serdes

. CONTACT US LOCAL OPERATOR: 07718 986858 LOCAL OPERATOR: 07542 853564

30

Roaldeatiol & Commendiol Propertion Servicad.

CANDOVER VALLEY CHOIR

WANT TO DO SOMETHING NEW?

COME AND JOIN THE CHOIR!

Singing is good for you — it is creative, has great health
benefits, is very rewarding, and is hugely enjoyable!

The Candover Valley Choir
is always interested in hearing from potential new singers

interested in joining.

The Choir performs a wide repertoire including classical,
contemporary, and popular music

This is an ideal time to join the choir, as we set out on the
new programme for 2024, If you would like to know more
about the Candover Valley Choir or would like to come and
try us out (there are no auditions), do contact:

Julian Jones, Choir Chairman, on:
juliang.jones@btinternet.com
or
Jane Bryant, Music Director
bryantjane50@gmail.com
07740 871341

REHEARSALS TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAYS AT 7.45
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Candover Valley Gardening Club

We began 2024 with a quiz when we were joined by our neigh-
bouring gardening Club — Cliddesden, Farleigh Wallop and El-
lisfield Horticultural Society. Tasty refreshments were provided
on the table and the final scores were very close. The evening
was a lot of fun!

On Thursday 21* March we have a short AGM followed by a
talk by Pauline Weeks. Pauline is a gardener and artist and is passionate about sus-
tainability and gardening for wildlife. In her words, “when I’'m not covered in soil or
paint, I help people get into gardening and nature’. Her talk is entitled ‘The Terrors
of Opening for the National Garden Scheme’.

All our indoor meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month in Preston
Candover Village Hall at 7.30pm. If you would like to join us, guests are very wel-
come for a small fee and we always welcome new members, currently £12 for the
year.

You can find us on Facebook — Candover Valley Gardening Club

Wield Cricket Club AGM
In the Yew Tree, Thursday 7" March 8.00 pm

Please support your local cricket club and come along to the AGM,;
there will be a chance to have a few beers after the business part of
the evening.

Dates for your Calendar:
AGM -7 March in the Yew Tree
Ladies Social — Wednesday 17 April, Supper in the Yew Tree
Senior Season begins — 5 May Away v Medstead
‘Coronation cup’ Football Match: Upper v Lower Wield —
Monday 6 May
President’s Match — 9 June

For further information about any aspect of the club, please contact:
Paul Johnson — chairman: 07720 349497
Ben Robinson — captain: 07903 513196
Neil Hewitson — secretary: Neil.Hewitson@KPMG.co.uk
Ed Reid — treasurer: ed.reid@rocketmail.com
Nicola Robinson — social/teas: 07767 238874 or ndes@cruckhall.com

MATTIA

BUILDING SERVICES

Building Services.

Extensions
Conversions
Bathroom Refurb
Kitchen Refurb
Tiling
Ground Maintenance
New Builds

Contact us for a free quotation.

01962 467736 m:07557 471114
mattiabuilders@hotmail.com

Over 35 years experience and expetrtise.
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B GARDI Y- SERVICE

Landscape Gardening
Grass and hedge maintenance
Turfing
Decking/patios
Fencing
And so much more!
Contact 07771410327 or 07494989838

Or email jbgardenservices1@outlook.com

Find us on Facebook @ JB Garden Services

Qrpe) iem

Executive Cars

The trusted private transport service

Standards you can rely on for airport,
ferry port and city transfers

Carpe Diem Executive Cars has built its reputation
for excellence, professionalism and reliablity
offering a premium service at competitive prices

Contact us today and leave the rest to us

Tel: 0330 6600 029 Mob: 07801 816 062
email: franco@carpediemec.com
www.carpediemec.com

INYIS The Water
~Softener

Speclallsts
® New advanced

technology block salt
softeners supplied & fitted

® Repairs and servicing
‘ ﬂ of all makes of softeners
(domestic & commercial)
™

® Reconditioning of most
softener makes with
guarantee provided

—
® | ocally based;
established over 40 years

No call out charges!

Please call 01256 768171
or 07836 247694
www.amsmayfair.co.uk
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“Hampshire Tree Contracting Specialists”

www.treecontracting.com
- Tree Surgery - Site Clearance - 24/7 Emergency -

Removals - Dangerous or unwanted trees safely removed.

@\ Ash Dieback & Large Tree Specialist - Vast experience
combined with an array of machinery to deal with the largest and

most complex of tasks.
Reductions - Trees of all shapes and sizes professionally reduced.

Vegetation Clearance - Sites or gardens, large and small

Stump Grinding - Stumps of all sizes ground out.

Biomass Chipping - Whole tree chipping on site.

efficiently cleared of vegetation.

6nsured up to £10 Million

{I’PO paperwork managed

@ 07789 127875

JFree no obligation

quotes

@ 01962 760133
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On the Farm—Julian Gibbons

All the spring seed is on the farm now all we need is the right weather! The last
half of February and the first half of March is really the ideal time to plant spring cere-
als and spring beans. In the Eastern Counties some farmers will plant spring barley
over the winter following sugar beet crops, but it can just sit in cold soil and not do a
great deal for not a great deal better yield or an earlier harvest date.

We have peas to plant as well, but they want to go in slightly warmer soils.
They don’t like emerging into cold weather where they can just sit and get eaten by
pests. The same goes for linseed (although if the answer is linseed my brother quite
rightly says I’ve asked the wrong question!) and spring oilseed rape. For these, warm
growing conditions are the answer to most pest problems.

Although at the time of writing this, soils are still too wet, with days growing
longer conditions soon change especially if we get a spell of easterly winds.

Fertilising of crops and grass starts in late February to get crops growing again.
For grass where the main source of nitrogen will be from clovers it is about putting on
a small amount to start grass growth. The clovers don’t start fixing nitrogen until the
soils warm up, so if you want grass to feed stock early, you need to give it a helping
hand. The other 80% of nitrogen will come gradually through the season from the clo-
vers and other legumes in the pasture.

We have a new fertiliser spreader arriving for the start of the season. There are 3
methods of spreading fertiliser. You can buy liquid fertiliser and apply it with your
crop sprayer. You will use special nozzles or dribble bars to apply streams of liquid
fertiliser rather than a spray. The aim is to get the fertiliser on the ground, not to stay
on the crop leaves. The fertiliser is stored in large tanks, and these get filled up before
the season and then during the season. It keeps barns for other uses. Solid fertilisers are
either a granule or a prill. Prills are manufactured in a prilling tower, where they spin
out molten fertiliser at the top of a large tower. It forms round prills in the air that then
solidify as they fall to the bottom of the tower. To spread solid fertiliser, you can use a
boomed pneumatic spreader where the fertiliser is blown along a boom to outlets
spaced along the boom, where it rains out onto the crop. As with liquid fertiliser you
only get fertiliser where you put it, they are however very expensive and if you have a
lot of telegraph poles prone to damage if you aren’t careful.

The most common method of spreading, the one we use is the twin disc ma-
chine. Here you have fertiliser feeding 2 spinning discs that spread the fertiliser in an
arc behind the machine. If you are spreading 24m the actual machine will spread 48m,
the overlap provides the evenness of spreading. This however results in fertiliser po-
tentially being spread where you don’t want it, into the field boundary.

So lots of work and innovation goes into restricting the spread to keep all the
fertiliser within the field. So we have border limiters, automatic disc speed reductions
and other fancy bits of software to alter the pattern. This all being done at a press of a
button or in some instances automatically, GPS means it knows what it has put on
where and ensure it doesn’t get more than it should. Weigh cells regulate the flow of
fertiliser. This saves money and the environment, but it has put the price of spreaders
up considerably. They used to be around £12000 and now they are £30000+.
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Mulberry Tree Services

Problem Trees?
Fully Qualified Certified Tree
Surgeon with 25 years experience

Fully Insured
Very Competitive Prices

o Removal of Dangerous Trees

e Pruning » Shaping » Thinning

+ Stump Removal « Hedge Cutting
» Fencing Specialist

Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Mob: 07974 761183
www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk

Well Being Day
Saturday 7 April
ELLBEING 10.00am—
3.00pm
Upper Wield Village Hall
e Come and discover the amazing range
of therapies we have in our local area
including *Nutritionists *Yoga teacher
*Acupuncture *Medical Herbalist..and
more.
Talks will be running throughout the
day, with taster sessions available too.
Coffee/tea& cake available, with a fabu-
lous raffle at the end of the day.
£2.00 on the door—U16 free
For more information call
07919 222 526

Mew Alresford
location, snaller
showroom.
You win.
50% SALE
on most adult &
kids' skiwear &
accessories. Don't
miiss our Decemiber
bargains, make an
appointment to
VISIT LS mow.

M: 07767 23BETA

skrwear@polarexchange.oo
vevrriplaraxchange.co.
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CHARLES READ

& DAUGHTER—

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

= T e

g

01420 83551

www.charlesreaddaughter.uk
11-13 Turk Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1AG

AGILE

PLUMBING
All General Plumbing Work
Undertaken.

Specialists in
Bathroom, Wet Room &
Utility Room
Design & Installation.

All Work Fully Insured &
Guaranteed.

Call: 07866 475 274

Email: info@agileplumbing.com
www.agileplumbing.com

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

CHARLIE DALTON

PLUMBING & HEATING WINCHESTER

Local reliable
professional service

All aspects of plumbing and heating
Oil boiler specialists
Oftec registered / G1 Accredited
Charlie Dalton Plumbing Services

Mobile - 07788 654662

e e
Checkatrade.com GRANT=
Where reputation matters

www.charliedaltonplumbing.com
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No more waiting for replies, if it’s available it’s yours to hire!

Book online - Pay online - Use

For block bookings and community groups Run by the community,

for the community.
Charity number:285581

please email: bookings@pevh.org.uk

Info@pevh.or.uk www.pcvh.org.uk
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Swarraton and Northington WI

members, husbands and guests and before the
t e speaker could begin there was a short meeting to
INSPIRING WOMEN || discuss various matters for the group. Last
month's Lasagne lunch had been a great success
and much enjoyed by members and guests. The
Treasurer reported that the finances were in good order, but she was disap-
pointed that the WI annual fee had been increased to £48. Payment being
due on 1st April by cash or cheque or after this date by bank transfer to
keep it in the new financial year.

| The monthly meeting was well attended with

A Summer outing has been provisionally booked to Longstock Water Gar-
den on Thursday 23rd May. This will be by coach leaving the hall at 9.15
and returning around 4pm. Lunch is planned at The Mayfly near Stock-
bridge. Full details to follow shortly.

The next Days for Girls sewing session has been arranged for Tuesday
20th February at Old Alresford Village Hall from 2 - 4.30pm. Anyone
wanting to sew, fold, pack or even make tea most welcome and the ever-
tempting promise of some cake!

With no other business the speaker Lt Col Jeremy Prescott was introduced,
his talk was titled "Violette Szabo GC" He spoke movingly of a very
young woman who was recruited into the SOE, undertook extensive train-
ing, was parachuted twice into France but sadly captured, imprisoned, tor-
tured and executed. His talk included terrible statistics about the number of
deaths and executions in the awful POW camps and also mentioned other
female recipients of the GC. Violette was also posthumously given the
Croix de Guerre. Jeremy makes no charge for his talks and any money he
receives he donates to a charity for Combat Stress. The afternoon was
rounded off with a cup of tea, sandwiches and cake.

The next meeting is at 2pm on Tuesday 2nd April. It is titled " Tea
and Reminiscences' by the members.

New members always welcome, we have an interesting array of speakers,
a large selection of books, collect stamps and pennies for charity and
seasonally have surplus plants and produce. All the meetings end with
time to chat and enjoy tea. We are a low-key group and in case you are
wondering...we do not sing Jerusalem!
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CANDOVER VALLEY CHOIR

MEW YEAR RESOLUTION?
WANT TO DO SOMETHING NEW?
NEW YEAR NEW BEGINNING?

GOOD TIME TO JOIN A CHOIR!

Singing is good for you — it is creative, has great health
benefits, is very rewarding, and is hugely enjoyable!

Candover Valley Choir

is always interested in hearing from potential new singers
interested in joining.

The Choir performs a wide repertoire including classical,
contemporary, and popular music

This is an ideal time to join the choir, as we set out on the
new programme for 2024. If you would like to know more
about the Candover Valley Choir or would like to come and
try us out (there are no auditions), do contact:

Julian Jones, Choir Chairman, on:

juliang.jones@btinternet.com

or
Jane Bryant, Music Director

bryantjane50@gmail.com

REHEARSALS start in MARCH and TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAYS AT 7.45 pm,
usually in St John's Northington

Wl

How to Build Confidence in Children
Wednesday 13th March | 11:00am - 12.30pm
The Yard Hampshire

Too much time phone time? Anxious about socialising? Happy to stay in their
bedroom? Social anxiety is becoming an increasing problem for some of our
children. However there is a lot we can do as parents to improve confidence in
our children.

Join Joanna Gray as she runs a friendly Confidence Building Workshop at The
Yard. Learn practical techniques to help establish and embed confident habits in
our children. Confidence is a habit that can be developed with practice.

Joanna has enjoyed over 20 years working as a journalist, editor and writer for
some of Britain's foremost publishing companies. She has written over 25
inspirational gift books for Quadrille - titles including The Cath Kidston Life

Planner, The Little Book of Courage and How to be More Unicomn! She developed
The Confidence Course in 2021 and now combines writing with mentoring young
people intechniques to establish and embed confidence. She has worked with
over J0 children at three secondary schools in Hampshire. She read Modern

History at Christ Church, Oxford and lives in the countryside with her husband

and three sons.

Tickets available on our website.
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THE YARD



From Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, Alresford & Itchen Valley
0207 219 7189 (House of Commons) Email: steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk

As our Member of Parliament, I regularly visited local schools. It’s the most
rewarding, and often hilarious, part of the job.

I find dedicated teaching (and support) staff who love what they do but there’s not
enough of them and, in particular, they tell me they just cannot recruit the teaching
assistants they need to support an increasingly complex picture.

I am therefore really pleased to see a new teaching apprenticeship that will launch
this autumn revolutionising the way schools recruit teachers while supporting more
people to earn while they study for a degree.

The teacher degree apprenticeship will offer a high-quality, alternative route for
people to become qualified teachers. This includes people who may not be able to
take time out to study full-time for a degree such as teaching assistants or staff al-
ready working in schools, to access this route to a rewarding profession.

Trainees on the new teacher degree apprenticeship will spend around 40% of their
time studying for their degree with an accredited teacher training provider, gain
qualified teacher status and all tuition fees are paid for, so trainees won’t be saddled
with student debt.

I think it will be a game-changing opportunity for schools to nurture and retain
talent from the ground up.

Secondly, because we Brits can sometimes be our own worst enemy, there’s some
really good news on the subject I wrote about last month in 7%e Oxdrove — NHS
dentistry.

Earlier last month, the long-awaited Dental Recovery Plan appeared. Its focus on
prevention has to be right and the roll out of the ‘Smile for Life’ programme to re-
duce dental decay in children will see parents-to-be offered advice on baby gums
and milk teeth with babies and toddlers in nurseries having tooth brushing as part of
the daily routine.

Measures for short-term recovery are also welcome; some 2.5 million additional
NHS appointments as well as additional money for NHS dentists to treat adults and
children who have not seen a dentist in over two years and incentivising dentists to
work in underserved areas with one-off ‘golden hello’ payments of up to £20,000.
The idea of dental vans to help deliver care in rural and coastal areas is interesting
and I will be seeing if we can get a slice of that.

The British Dental Association described my select committee’s report on NHS den-
tistry as ‘an instruction manual’ to save it but I am clear achieving that will require
all of this — and more.

You can find more on these subjects, and my wider work as our MP, at fb.com/
stevebrinemp and stevebrine.com
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New Year, New Chapter:
Northbrook Arms in East Stratton
Welcomes Fresh Leadership

As 2024 gets underway, the Northbrook Arms, a cherished establishment in East
Stratton (8 miles north of Winchester), is excited to announce a fresh chapter with a
dynamic new management team at the helm.

Owners Kate and Adam Shanley, who acquired the site in April 2019, have
dedicated the past three months to ongoing improvements, solidifying its reputation as a
multifaceted destination. The completion of a three-year renovation project in Autumn
last year has seen the addition of four self-catering accommodation units, enhancing the
pub's offerings alongside its bar, new restaurant and function room.

Reflecting on the journey, Kate shares, "The Northbrook Arms has been a labour
of love for us. We're proud of the transformations and enhancements we've made,
particularly through the challenging trading conditions of the last few years, setting the
stage for an exciting future for the pub."

Now, with the first two phases of building works completed, Kate and Adam are
thrilled to introduce the new leadership team ready to guide the Northbrook Arms
forward.

Colin Savory, an accomplished Head Chef with extensive experience in the pub
sector, brings his culinary expertise to elevate the dining experience, while Alex Abrey,
previously operating London based pubs, assumes the role of General Manager, ready to
lead the Northbrook Arms to new heights. They join Lisa Knight, Head of Housekeep-
ing, who’s been ensuring the self-catering accommodation maintains the highest
standards since 2021.

Focused on providing exceptional experiences for guests, whether local to the area
or visiting Hampshire, the Northbrook Arms is committed to delivering unforgettable
moments. As we step into the New Year, the team there warmly invites guests to enjoy a
delightful pub meal, host private events or stay in its uniquely charming setting.

For more information, visit www.northbrookarms.com or contact 01962 774499.
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Candover Valley Store

We are recruiting!

An energetic and friendly retail assistant (part time) is now sought to
join the team that runs the Candover Valley Community Store and
post office. The working hours (up to 12 hours per week) can be ne-
gotiated depending on the availability of the applicant but will include
some weekend and bank holiday working.

The desirable skills we are looking for include:

. Retail experience
. Commercial skills and financial awareness
. Friendly and approachable personality

. Good computer literacy

If you are over 18 years of age, have excellent customer service skills
and a reputation for being reliable, hard-working and good at working
in a team, then we would like to hear from you.

Download the job description from the website www.cvcs.org.uk or
call Jane Laws on 01256 389491 for further details.

An invitation to YOU!

The store volunteers are keen for you to join them! Keeping our
amazing community shop open seven days a week is quite a big ask, but
if you have two hours a week free to give us, you will be helping to do
exactly that! Volunteering is fun and rewarding and full training will be
given. Call Jane on the number above or speak to any of the team in
the store.

Mother’s Day - 10 March
There will be a plethora of delicious and beautiful items in our big-
hearted little store to enable you to spoil your mum! Pop in! Shop
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On This Day in Wield

11 March 1905

Riding Without Reins — Albert Smith, carter, Lower Wield ,was summoned for rid-

ing without reins on the highway between Northington and Old Alresford on Febru-
ary 27"™. He did not appear. Police -constable Morris proved the service of summons
and also gave the necessary evidence showing that defendant was in charge of three
horses and a waggon, and that he was riding on the fore part of the waggon without

any control over the horses. The Bench fined defendant 5s and 4s costs.

March 14 1805

On sale: One hundred and twenty six oak trees in cowdown and Wield Woods. Ap-
ply to Mr Faithfull Winchester. Windebank the wood-ward at Wield will shew the
timber. Winchester

18™ March 1805

To be Sold by Auction

At the Swan Inn, Alton, in the county of Southampton, on Monday the 18" day of
March next, between the hours of four and six in the afternoon.

All that compact and very desirable farm situate at Lower Wiled in the said county,
comprising a substantial modern built farm house, with three barns, granary, stables
and other requisite out buildings, and 120 acres of rich arable and pasture land in a
high state of cultivation.

This Estate is Copyhold of Inheritance, held of the manor of Wield, at a fine certain,
and was in the occupation of Mr Wm.Budd.

Wield is situate in a fine sporting country, and is only six miles from Alton and
Alresford, and nine from Basingstoke, all excellent market towns, The purchaser my
have immediate possession upon taking the crops on the ground at fair valuation.

Further particulars may be known by applying to Thomas Clement Esq, solicitor
Alton, or Mr Hopkins solicitor New Alresford.

Licensing Justices Approve Application.
The Yew Tree, Lower Wield, Wield. Publican’s licence to Raymond Basil Burbridge
(Beerhouse licence already held).

March 1863

To be sold by Private Contract-

Four well built cottages, with large gardens, eligibly situate in front of West Green,
Upper Wield.

The property is well adapted for a Baker, or any business requiring extensive
Premises.

For further particulars apply to Mr Samuel Broad, Wield Micheldever Station, Hants
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