Parish Council
Chairman

Councillors

Clerk (Locum)

Ellisfield Ladies Club

Ellisfield Village Association

Ellisfield Volunteer Group
Horticultural Society

Memorial Hall
Chairman
Hall Bookings

~ELLISFIELD~

Mr Richard Haas, 07788 108808
cllr.haas@ellisfield.gov.uk.

Mrs Lucinda Rule, Shaun Alexander
Mr. Andy Swanston, Mr. Gordon Dunse,
Mary Guinness

Peter Baston clerk@ellisfield.gov.uk
07776 950069

Maggie Heath - 01256 381 419

Mrs Dee Haas 07831 325 461

Mr Andy Webb on 07770 785 237.
Claire Cook, 07748 532 798

Pat Gould 01256 381 280

Mr Gordon Dunse (07843 344 612)
Gordon Dunse (07843 344 612)

Please check the website calendar & book online if possible

Secretary
Neighbourhood Watch

Qil Syndicate
(for all villages)

Parish Council
Chairman

Councillors
Clerk

Dummer Cricket Club
Chairman

Secretary

Neighbour Care Contact
Neighbourhood Watch
The Clifton Room

Royal British Legion
Secretary

Village Hall
Chairman

Secretary
Bookings
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www.ellisfield-hall.org.
Mrs Joanne Thomas 01256 381 300
Mrs Jane Popkin, 01256 381 138

Mr Ashley Turberfield, 01256 381 477
~DUMMER~

Mrs Sheila Harden
clir.harden@dummerparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ms Liz Nelson, Dr. Manuela Gazzard,
Mr Sascha Mullen, Julian Jones

Wendy Reynolds, 07436 786 896
Clerk@dummerparishcouncil.gov.uk

Mervyn Mann 01256 397 572
Jack Ballard 07786 515 964
Lyn Hardy 01256 397507
John Delaney 01256 397 494
Janet & Stafford Napier

Major Paul Simpson

Clare Burden
Bridget Swinnerton

Lyn Hardy 01256 397507
villagehalldummer@gmail.com

Hill ana Dale

Floreat Tumulus Vallisque

A Farleigh Parish Review February 2025- £1.00
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The Parish of Farleigh
http://www.farleighcandoverandwield.org.uk

Associate Minister, Rev Ian Thacker, MA. 07864 095 435.

Ian will be in Wield Church from 9-10 on Wednesdays for anyone to drop in.

This will be followed by a brief service of morning prayer and bible study.

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight
email address: beneficeFCW @hotmail.com

Hill and Dale Editorial Team

Editor Jean Frost 01420 561 136
5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD, SO24 9SH
hillanddaleeditor@gmail.com

Ros Partridge 01420 563 816
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD, SO24 9RW
treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com.
Distribution Manager Ben Maunder 01256 327 859

6 Church Lane, Cliddesden
BASINGSTOKE, RG25 2LQ

Copy deadline 12th of each month unless
previously agreed with the Editor.

Advert Co-ordinator

It would help the compiler of this magazine if the following guidelines
are applied to all items sent for inclusion. Please use:

Font - Times New Roman - font size 11.
Line spacing before the paragraph - 0
Line spacing after the paragraph - 0
Spacing between the lines - 1sp

Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge
any article.

Disclaimer
The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or
views expressed in Hill and Dale and will not be held liable for any direct,
indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of information and
advertisements in this publication.

These guides are only as accurate as you make them. Please keep them updated,
if only for the sake of newcomers.

~CLIDDESDEN~
Parish Council
Chairman Mr Alan B. Tyler 01256 460 425
alanbtyler1 9@btinternet.com
Councillors David Rudge 07813 070 261

hugh.rudge@gmail.com

Bob Randall—rarandall9@aol.com
sibarksy@hotmail,com

Alison Mosson 01256 352 900

Alison@abe.co.uk
Mark Gifford - 07504 104 621
m.gifford1 @outlook.com

Clerk Susan Turner 07515 777 060

clerk.cliddesden@parish.hants.gov.uk
Conservation Group

Chairman: Alison Mosson 07721 046 146

Secretary Angie Fewster 01256 475 848
Www.3cg.info www.cliddesdenconservation.org

Educational Trust Vicky Tibble 07552 927 692 (text only)
Vicky.tibble@outlook.com

Horticultural Society =~ Marilyn Smith 01256 462 584

Millenium Village Hall

Secretary Mrs Joanne Capehorn 07528 856 157

Hall lettings Mrs Pat Rampton 01256 461 034
bookings@cliddesdenhall.org.uk

Caretaker Ken Rampton 01256 461 034
1st alarm goes off

Neighbourhood watch
Simon Barker 07732 100 900
sibarksy@hotmail,com

Newsletter bootofthedailybeast@gmail.com

Social & Entertainment Club Diane Rampton
Tel 07791 665 947 or 01256 467 533

Women’s Institute

Secretary Julia Ross jrsidhat@gmail.com
President Janet Fagg jkfagg@gmail.com
Cliddesden Primary School

Headteacher Mr. Kenneth Davies

01256 321571

Email: adminoffice@cliddesden.hants.sch.uk

~FARLEIGH WALLOP~
Educational Trust
Secretary Mrs Vicky Tibble, 14 Broadmere, Farleigh Wallop
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General Useful Reference List
Hampshire County Councillor
Juliet Henderson juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk

Borough Councillors
Dummer, Ellisfield, Preston Candover & Farleigh

Paul Gaskell cllr.Paul.Gaskell@basingstoke.gov.uk
Hannah Golding cllr.hannah.golding@basingstoke.gov.uk;
Julian Jones Cllr.julian.jones@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cliddesden

Onalee Cubitt cllr.onnalee.cubitt@basingstoke.gov.uk
Kate Tuck cllr.Kate. Tuck@basingstoke.gov.uk
Sven Godesden cllr.sven.godesen@basingstoke.gov.uk
Brownies Sian Banks, 01256 333 151

cliddesdenbrownies@btinternet.com;
Policeman
Hampshire Constabulary non-emergency enquiries 101
PCSO 13301 Andy Jones 07775 542021

Email andrew.jones.13301@hampshire.police.uk
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111

Website www.hampshire.police.uk

Horticultural Society

Chairman Seumas Foster ~ Seumas@cropfosters.co.uk
Secretary Marilyn Smith 01256 462 584,

Lost dogs

Local Dog Warden Contact via the Borough Council

01256 844 844. 24 hours

Out of hours contact

Dog Lost 0844 800 3220, www.doglost.co.uk

Local contact Sabrina Gurling 01256 389 458, 07732 497 221 or
Sabrina.gurling@btinternet.com

Missing Pet Bureau 08701 999 000

Neighbourhood Watch Website www.hantsnwa.org.

Medical Loan Centre (Red Cross) For the temporary loan of wheelchairs and
other medical equipment. Adjacent Gillies Health Centre, Sullivan Road,
Brighton Hill, Basingstoke Open Mon-Weds, 10-12. 0344 871 1111

Shopmobility Church St. Basingstoke 01256 476 066
www.shopmobilitybasingstoke.org
Re-cycling of Electrical Goods
Furnishing the Community 6, Joule Road,
Basingstoke. 01256 320700,
www.cfpbasingstoke.org

Candover Valley Store & Post Office 01256 389500
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Church Wardens
St. Leonard’s, Cliddesden All Saints, Dummer
Vacancy Mrs Lyn Hardy 01256 397 507
Peter Raine 07944 912 025 allsaintsdummer@gmail.com
peter.c.w.raine(@btinternet.com

St. Andrew’s, Farleigh Wallop
Viscount Lymington
Vacancy

St. Martin’s, Ellisfield
Mr B Cazenove 01256 381 279

Farleigh Parochial Church Council

The Rector, and all Churchwardens
Treasurer: Mrs Hannah Houstin-Lacey
bookkeepertreasurerPCC@gmail.com

Secretary: Debbie Scholey Debbie@ivycottage.aero

Plus the following firom each District Church Council
St. Martin’s  Beverley Guinness
All Saints’ Charles Palmer Tomkinson
St. Leonard’s Vacancy
St. Andrew’s  Viscount Lymington

Deanery Synod Representatives:

All Saints’: Lyn Hardy
St. Martin’s; Bernard Cazenove

Children’s Safeguarding Officer:
Mrs Caroline Cazenove 01256 381 279

Belfrey Captains
St. Martin’s:  Mr Peter Willis 0126472 505
All Saints: Mrs. Sheila Harden, skharden@btinternet.com

Choirs:
St Martin’s:  Belles of St. Martin’s,
Director: Mrs Theresa Lunn, twebb381@btinternet.com

St Leonard’s: Cliddesden Community Choir:
Director: Mr Ross Palmer, email: rockaxe@gmail.com
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Rota for Services
The Benefice of Farleigh, The Candover and Wield

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led

The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship

Key to initials:

IDT = Ian Thaker: PR = Peter Raine: JG = Julian Gibbons LH = Lyn Hardy:

AL = Anne Luneburg: BC = Bernard Cazenove: CPT = Charlie Palmer
Tomkinson:

February 2™ Presentation of Christ in the Temple
08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP IDT
09:30 Wield Morning prayer IDT
09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer PR
10:00 Preston Candover Morning Prayer
11:00 Northington Morning prayer IDT
11:15 Dummer Sunday special
Readings Malachi 3.1-5, Hebrews 2.14—end, Luke 2.22—40
Psalm 24
February 9™ Fourth Sunday before Lent
08:00 Dummer Holy Communion IDT
09:45 Ellisfield Morning Prayer BC
10:00 Preston Candover Family Service JG

11:15 Cliddesden Family Holy Communion
Archdeacon Richard Brand
18:00 Wield Evensong CSIDT
Readings Isaiah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 15 1-11, Luke 5:1-11

Psalm 138

2999

" [HoLLIS|®
HOCKLEY [

www.hollishockley.com

andrew.newmqn@hollishockley-. co.uk
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Sympathetically :
refurbished former: -

: agr-icultural~ building's -

© 150-300-500-750-1000 sqft .
- up to 3,000 sqft

® Flexible leases .

- @ Generous:car parking .

- '® High speed broadband .

*“available
® Attractive landscaped
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ACS

BURRQW <

I _ Septic Tank Owners
G U ! T A R S register your interest

in a fully-funded upgrade

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

Andy Swanston
acsquitars.com

Experienced guitar tech for
service, upgrade and repair of
all types of guitar and other
stringed instruments

call 07711150196 or email:

info@acsguitars.com e e R
burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508

Care at home

Are you or a relative beginning to consider care options? Our comprehensive service offers you
the support you need, when you need it, in the comfort of your own home. Our services include:

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

Assistance with morning, lunch, teatime & evening routines
Meal preparation | Personal care | Support with mobility
Light housekeeping & laundry | Support with medication | Respite & Live-in care | Shopping,
outings & social activities

Calida Care

991 e:enquiries@calidacare.co.uk
www.calidacare.co.uk

February 16™ Third Sunday before Lent

9.00 Wield Holy Communion BCP IIDT

9:45 Dummer Matins

10:00 Preston Candover Holy Communion IDT

11.15 Cliddesden Family Service PR

Readings Jeremiah 17.5-10, 1 Corinthians 15.12-20, Luke 6.17-26
Psalm 1

2999

February 23" Second Sunday before Lent

Creation Sunday
8:30 Bradley Holy Communion CW. IDT
9:45 Dummer Holy Communion CW IDT
11:00 Brown Candover Family Morning Worship JG
11:15 Ellisfield Family Holy Communion IDT
Readings Genesis 2:4b-9 15-end, Revelation 4, Luke 8:22-25

Psalm 65

February 26™ Ellisfield Prayers in St Martins. 9.30 (30 minutes)

MEET YOUR .

NEIGHBOURHOOD M. .
POLICING TEAM . .

On Saturday the 22nd of March 2025 between 12pm & 2pm your local
Police Beat time will be at the Candover Village store in Preston Candover,
Alresford Rd.

This is an opportunity for local residents to come and ask us questions and
raise any concerns that you may have.

PCSO 13301 Andy Jones & PC 21091 Ross Holdsworth look forward to
meeting you!

. 5 ( N 6815
Report crimes online, visit www.hampshire.police.uk MR m S
s v [y =
For crime and community information www.hampshirealert.co.uk TG 5 @
T INANEMEROENCY | .
Deaf? Non-emergency text 07781 480999 0] G
B . STApV™




Message from Ian
My car is due an MOT this month and I’'m
dreading it. It’s reached the age where things
feel OK but when the expert looks at it things
go wrong. You end up with a complete litany
of things that need fixing and face the choice
of scrapping it and buying a new car or stick-
ing with what you’ve got for another year.
However much we dread the cost of the MOT
it is still something worth having. The thought
of coming down Farleigh Wallop hill to find MOT TESTING STATION
there is an issue with the brakes is not a
thought I want to linger on.

The season of Lent is going to start in March but needs some preparation
time. Lent, along with Advent, is a time when those of us who are Chris-
tians are supposed to put their faith through a bit of an MOT. When I was a
Vicar in North London the Diocese did this very seriously. The Clergy had
to ask five people to fill in an appraisal. We were then summoned to meet
with what felt like an inquisitor who would go through the reports. We all
vaguely dreaded this because we were expected not to ask people who were
friends but some, at least, who found our ministry challenging. The inquisi-
tor always turned out to be wise and kind who fed back 5 good things we
were going and a couple of things that needed sorting out. One of mine, was
always scruffy shoes and untidy hair no idea what happened to that!

So here are two questions for you to think about in the run up to Lent. First-
ly, how much have you been praying and reading your Bible recently. If the
answer is “not much” the Church of England has a really good app called
daily prayer that, if you don’t live in the dead zone around Preston Candover
is worth accessing.

Secondly, how frequently are you are attending Church? When your Church
doesn’t have a service could you go along to one of the other Churches in the
Benefice in Lent.

Finally, and this applies regardless of the faith we possess, how are we re-
sponding to the human need that exists in Basingstoke and Winchester.
How much have we given to the foodbanks that provide urgent support to
people who ae homeless or on benefits?

Taking stock is something you can do on your own, but it is more effective if
we find someone who is kind and wise to help us set targets and make a suc-
cess of this special time of year

.~ MARTIN
VI MATTHEWSON

AN AFFORDABLE ALTERNATIVE TO THE MAIN DEALER SINCE 1991

e ALL MAKES SERVICING & REPAIRS /‘lf\/
(FOLLOWING MANUFACTURER'S SCHEDULE) TERRA CLEAN,
e« MOT TEST CENTRE \/\/A/Hea!'hy"uing/ﬂ your car

« EXPERT DIAGNOSTICS
« BRAKES, EXHAUSTS & BATTERIES

« 4 WHEEL GEOMETRY & TYRES

« AIR CON RECHARGE & REPAIRS

« DPF & EGR CLEANING Google
« TERRACLEAN ENGINE DECARB

TEL: 01256 364753
BOOK ONLINE: WWW.GARAGEBASINGSTOKE.CO.UK

UNIT 1PENSDELL FARM, FARLEIGH ROAD, CLIDDESDEN, BASINGSTOKE, HANTS, RG25 2HA




For Garden Services
Lerwmi Curtting
Tidy up's Hedge cufing
Trese pruming, Tres Felling
Please conbact us fo armonge o quode on
01256 350144 or OTEED 420173 (Toam]
Emeail: enguuiry @milondscopessrvices.co.uk
milondscopescopeservices.oouuk
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LALLLAR

A Family RBun Buisness
with 20 years experience
For Hard & Soft Landscaping

Do G
kﬂhmmWF-fq;I
Lerying Turf and Artficial Gross
Pliaie cortesl s bo arrengs o qguabe on

01250 350148 a7 07015 DEDODT | Mlaltty)
vl B ) s

Instagram « Eml landecapesarvices

Contemporary Catholic
Co-educational 3-13
Day & Boarding

FARLEIGH

Exceptzomz//y wel/—ad]ustm’
and kind children
Tatler Schools Guide

o
0

Flexible school bus service
from The Wheatsheaf (RG25 2BB)
direct to Farleigh
(also enquire about our
Winchester / Stockbridge service)

Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
E: admissions@farleighschool.com
T: 01264 712838 to book or to arrange a tour
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.. WORTING . _
£

Are you looking for
flexible workspace?

Choose from hot desks or flexible

serviced offices at Worting House.
With fast internet, free on-site parking and
on-demand access to meeting rooms.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE TRIAL
wortinghouse.co.uk * 01256 817 640
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Subs Request
Thank you all for your contributions interest in Hill and
Dale for the past year. Without your support and articles sent
in each month, we would not have Hill and Dale.

Now it is time to pay your subscriptions.
The cost for the year is £10.00 and
subs are due on 1 February.

You can pay on line to:
Sort code: 558126 Account number: 75079771
Account name: Parish of Farleigh

Please use the name of your house & village initials (eg E,
C, F or D) as reference.

If you prefer, you can pay by cheque or in cash. Cheques
should be made out to Parish of Farleigh and handed to
your distributor.

Please note that if you receive your copy of Hill and Dale by
post there will be a supplement to pay, depending on the
cost of postage. Your distributor will be able to give more
information.

Thank you for continuing to support Hill and Dale.

By subscribing to Hill and Dale you are supporting the running
costs of our churches.

With dwindling numbers and reduced giving the church is unable
again this year to pay its full share of expenses to the Diocese.

So, every subscription counts and helps to keep our churches
open.




Suzanne Andrews Ltd

For Beautifully Made Hand Finished Curtains,
Blinds,SmallLoose Covers,Bedheads & More.

MadetoOrderin YourFabricor Ours.

For MoreInformation Contact

Email.suzieandrews3s@gmail.com
Mobile: 07976388743

Church Date Sidesmen Readers

All Saints’ 2 Feb Melanie Gill

Dummer 11.15am

All Saints’ 9 Feb Stafford Napier

Dummer 8.00am

All Saints’ 16 Feb John Trueman Brian Gazzard

Dummer 9.45am Mervyn Mann

All Saints’ 23 Feb Lyn Hardy Michael Hill King

Dummer 9.45am Clare Wilmot
Sitwell

St Martin’s 2 Feb Susie Deane

Ellisfield 8.00am

St Martin’s 9 Feb Bernard Cazenove Gordon Dunse and

Ellisfield 9.45am Caroline Allen

St Martin’s 23 Feb Debbie Scholey Tim Guinness and

Ellisfield 11.15am Guy de Jersey

St Martin’s 2 March Lucinda Rule

Ellisfield 8.00am

8

Moundsmere

Estate Management

We are specialists in rural land
nent and agents for both
| and commercial country

property sales and lettings.

Gat in touch, we'd love to haar from you!
info@moundsmera.co.uk
01256 389253

@rcs

www.moundsmere.co.uk
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PADDOCK TOPPING
FALLEN TREE CLEARANCE
COMPETITIVE PRICING

CALL FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE
07500 829452

EMAIL:
aj.gilvear@gmail.com




Do You Need Help?
Carer Available

Self~-Employed
Female Carer/Girl Friday
Transport Available o
Take Clients to Appoinmments,
Shopping & Social Trips
Please Call
07969 335 672
ek 8 T e

& i
Genei iy g o
Care S Indewee, Trq:'inu]& Cismervasory Plama

Ower 20 Years E:-'.P-:ritucc
References Available

1133 SCENE

ARBORICULTURE

Adrian Stanley

BSs(Hon) AA Tech Cert

»Qualified & Experienced Arborist

»All Aspects of Tree Work & Stump Grinding
»Fully Insured (£5m)

» Free Estimates

Tel: 01256 763859
Mob: 07766 256788
www.TreeSceneArb.com

Church flowers, cleaning etc.

Church

Administrator

Name

St Martin’s, Ellisfield

Caroline Cazenove

Tel 01256 381 279

Cleaning & Flowers

All Saints, Dummer

k Facebook: TreeSceneArb Ltd /

F.B.DESIGN

HAMPSHIRE CABINET MAKERS
1981-2021

Freestanding and Fitted
Furniture for the Home

David Forrest

07764 187960

01256 381855
david@fbdesign.co.uk
www.fbdesign.co.uk

The Old Granary Workshops,
Herriard Park, Herriard,
Nr. Basingstoke, Hampshire RG25 2PL

SERVICES LTD

WET WASTE REMOvVaAL

. Septic tank and cess-
pools emptied promptly

. Repairs, maintenance
and Installations

. Professional survey
reports

. Drain clearance and
jetting
work

Tel: 01252 717550
For your local service
Mobile: 07831 210152

Church security 01/02 Willats
08/09 Potters
15/16/ Makins
22/23 Napiers
) February Jane Hayden & Clare
Cleaning Wilmot Sitwell
February Emily Paul & Clare
Flowers Wilmot Sitwell
9 February Clare Wilmot Sitwell
Sacristan 23 February LynH
16 February Jenny Makins
Coffee

56




Christmas at St Leonard’s
St Leonard’s was filled with music, fellowship and love this Christmas
as lots of us came together to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Particular
highlights were the Christingle, see picture below right, Nine Lessons
and Carols, Carols at the Pond, see picture below left, the Crib Service
and Midnight Mass. Huge thanks to everyone involved in making
these services such a joy to attend and take part.

Why not have a look at service times in the front of the Hill and Dale
and come along to another service this January? We’d love to see
you!

Chipandell

Furpose Made Joinery

Traditional Local Craftsman - Established over 35 years

Specialist bespoke joinery using sustainable hardwoods

Manufacturing: Doors .

Windows - Kitchens - Bedrooms

T e

All Hand Made Fumiture - Sign & Letter Carving

The Woodsheds, Park Corner,
Herriard, Hants. RG252PD

Candover Park Solutions

IT Support and Solutions

Computer problems?

Friendly professional IT services for
Morth Hampshire businesses and homes:

APPLE IPAD, MACBOOK & IMAC
MICROSOFT WINDOWS 10/11 & SERVERS
VIRUS REMOVAL, E-MAIL SETUP\PROBLEMS
COMPUTER PERFORMANCE I55UES
INTERNET, WI-FI, MESH E LAN CABLING
HARDWARE E SOFTWARE INSTALLATIONS
BUSIMESS 5YSTEMS, EMAIL & SERVER SUPPORT

REMOTE & ON-SITE SUPPORT

l Candover Park Solutions !

Telephone: 01256 B07 876

Email: supporti@candoverparksolutions.co.uk
Local IT professionals with over 25 yrs experience

Telephone/Fax: 01256 381183
vwwwehipandellcok

Leo Mulkerns Architects

Whether a Mew Building

or an Extension
Fram Inilial Consullaiians
Through to all Planning & Building

Risgulation Applications for
Domeslic & Commerial Projects

For Free
Initial Professional Advice
T: 01256 783448
E: lec@lecarchitects.co.uk
Daytim or Early Evening Appoinments Avallatils
leomulkemsarchitects.co.uk

-t
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AVENUE NURSERIES GARDEN CENTRE

THE AVENUE, LASHAM, ne A"’e‘?u@
‘ﬂ GU34 55U -
Avenue A Nurseries 01256 381648

Restaurant

PAVING
f&i}?:‘- FREE LOCAL WE HAVE EVERYTHING
PLANTS DELIVERY FROM A CREAM TEA

TO A SUNDAY ROAST
BOOKING ADVISABLE FOR
TheWorks.co.uk COACHES AND PARTIES

THE VINTAGE BUTCHER The Edinburgh Woollen Mill ’}_Jﬁl\

GARDEMN FURNITURE
TOOLS & SUNDRIES
AND EVERYTHING FOR
YOUR GARDENING NEEDS

Monday-Saturday 8.30am-5.30pm Sunday 10.30am- 4.30pm
www.avenuenurseries.com

@ lan King Building Contractor Ltd.

FEDERATION OF Member of the Federation of Master Builders

adl,ﬁLsJEERg The Sign of Quality Buildin

o
o

Over 30 Years Experience in the Industry

Extensions Alterations & Refurbishments
Bespoke Timber Frame Garden/Office Buildings
Patios and Hard Landscaping
Experienced with working on Period/Listed Properties

For Free Advice and Estimates
Contact lan

Telephone: 07860 575990
Email: ianking47@btinternet.com
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St Leonard’s Church
November 2024

We had our annual visit from the Basingstoke Conservation
Volunteers (BCV) at the end of November to help us cut and rake our
Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) and the wilder
areas of the churchyard. The team had been due to join us on Sunday
24™ November, but Storm Bert delayed work for one day, which was
fortuitous as conditions for the work were excellent.

We were lucky to have 9 BCV members and a team of 7 from the
village and church and, with brush cutters, hand scythes and a scythe
mower, the dense mat of long grass was cut, raked and taken to our
compost heap.

Hot drinks and cake were provided for all our helpers part way
through the task.

Thank you so much to everyone who helped and worked so hard on
this day.

11



Farleigh Parish Playgroup

Happy New Year from Playgroup!

We had a busy Autumn Term, with lots of
crafts including making hedgehogs with
sticks, painting fireworks and, of course,
making our Christmas Tree sequin pictures
for the Christmas Hill and Dale.

The Mac Millan Coffee Morning raised
over £80 for the cancer charity, a brilliant
result.

Our special Story Lady, Tricia, read a
beautiful story each week, with “Peppa
Pig’s New Shoes” being a particular
favourite.

We rounded off our exciting term with a
Christmas Party. Monica and Jenny made
a special party lunch, and we had a very
special visitor...can you guess who?!

We welcome all young children aged 0-5 and their grown-ups. Look out for
the poster in this edition of the Hill and Dale for more information.

After 25 years of kitting out famillies for the
slopes, we are retiring Polar Exchange.

But not before we hold a mega sale to offer our
remaining stock at 60% off original prices.
COME & FIND US AT:

The Goods Shed (above the souvenir shop),
Alresford Railway Station, SO24 9JG.

Saturday 8th February, 10am - 4pm
Sunday 9th February, 10am - 3pm

Plenty of parking and refreshments available at
Josie's.

For further details contact
skiwear@polarexchange.co.uk
M: 07767 238 874

ELS

Tel: 01420 561 777

email: info@easycleanservices.co.uk

Tanker Services

Cesspits - Cesspools - Septic Tanks
Treatment Plants - Pump Stations

Gully and Interceptors ;
Grease Traps ’

Servicing
Servicing of all makes of
Sewage Treatment Plants & Pump Wells
British Water accredited engineers
Regular maintenance contracts or
one-off services

1.4 7/
=
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Honeysuckle

Est 1988 INTERIORS

Drainage
Drains and pipe unblocked
High Pressure Jetting

CCTV Surveys
Drain Re-lining - No Dig repairs

Pump Sales

Local Supplier of Air Blowers &
Pumps and accessories:
Lowara, Dab and Nitto Kokhi,
Charles Austen and many more




Spencer & YENzuTws J

3rd Generation Our family serving your
family owned family for over 60 years
and run Funeral _

Directors and

Monumental \

e 380 Worting Road

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717

24 Hours

Trading Standards approved

funerals@spencerandpeyton.co.uk
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

01256 355556

www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk | R

OVERTON

BATHROOM CENTRE LTD

With over 30 years of experience
Overton Bathroom Centre can
be relied upon to offer extensive
product knowledge & installation
expertise. With great customer
service central to all we do, to
provide you with the best results

Bathrooms e Heating

Plumbing e Sales eInstallation

@overtonbathrooms
Telephone: 01256 770374
Email: info@overtonbathrooms.co.uk

www.overtonbathrooms.co.uk

_&%

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Smokeless Sweeps offers professional
chimney sweeping services covering
Hampshire, South Berkshire

[As a fully certified member of the Guild of
Master Sweeps,

Services include rotary power sweep,
traditional chimney sweep, Stove
Maintenance, Rayburn & Aga’s,Inglenooks,
Bird Nest Removal, CCTV Chimney
inspection, Guild Certificates issued with
every job.

Call today to book appointment
Call 07881056421

info@SmokelessSweeps.co.uk

https://www.smokelesssweeps.co.uk/
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V HORIZON

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1588

Imﬂﬁ&lqﬂ

# Tuning & St Up
Remmm TUTHI
WeakNo Repalrs

= TV Wall Instaltation
Hitkden Cabiing

» Anditional TV Points

e garen S and et

* Eﬂvﬁ“ﬁgm Chesdabrade.on
# Stariink installation
Superas! infemet for Rural Areds
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Friday Mornings 11am-12noon Term Time

7™, 14" (not 21° as half term break) 28™ February
7™ 14 217 and 28"™ March

0 - 4 years old and their grown-ups. A warm welcome awalts
you and we look forward to you joining us for a fun and

happy time
Cost: £3 donation per famlily
Contact:

Melanie: Qualified in Early Years (07833 5280‘40)

Claire:
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RAISE FREE FUNDS WHILE SHOPPING

To help your local churches, why not do some of your Sale’s shopping
online!

Farleigh PCC has linked up with easyfundraising.org.uk to help raise funds
to assist with the increasing running costs of our churches.

It’s easy to participate and won’t cost you anything but a little time to
register and then shop online.

To help, please follow the steps below:
1. Go to the website: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk

2. Please note, you need to become a ‘supporter’ of one of churches
(St Martins, St Andrews, All Saints, St Leonards) by entering basic
details, when prompted, name, address, email address.

3. Before you shop, please select the Church you wish to support
highlighted on the dashboard as the ‘cause’.

3. Then shop by Brand name or category. You need to accept
the suppliers ‘cookies’ to ensure receipt of your donation.
Donations are paid direct to Farleigh PCC Bank Account.

4.  Shop on the product website:

place the order you wish to purchase
fill in your delivery and email address
confirm your delivery detail, safe place if out
pay by your debit or credit card
easyfundraising and the supplier sites
DO NOT store your card data

5. You will receive an email with confirmation of your order and a
delivery date and, a further email telling you how much you raised.

Thank you, your help would be much appreciated - small amounts all add up
and help to support our churches. The PCC Team.
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Steve the Builder

Always available for:-
General Building Work
Extensions
Refurbishments
*x

Estimate free of charge
x

No job too large or small
*x

Contact Steve at:-
BRABBIN BUILDING SERVICES
on
01256 381862 or 0777 551 7291
or email him at:-
stevethebuilder@sylvenlea.co.uk

OUR SERVICES
Resldoatiol & Commencial Propartion Serviced.
Ratand Mouss Treatments.
ALL ASPECTS OF PEST CONTROL Wasp and Homet Neat Trestments & Rensoval,
WORK UNDERTAKEN o ey e Spocales
Cne Off Treatments & Ongolng Pest Managoment Clothes Math Fumigion & Managemant.
Programmes Avallahle mﬂu& m\::mm
v FullyInsured ' All Statf DBS Checked Rodear, Inpect & Bird Contrul.
v’ Profsssiunal & Friendly BPCA Qualiflad Staff WAIfs Managomant

/ Al staffuse Nan Sign Writton Vehicles. Discreet Sorvice

C, CONTACT US LOCAL OPERATOR: 07718 986858 LOCAL OPERATOR: 07542 853564
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“Hampshire Tree Contracting Specialists”

www.treecontracting.com
- Tree Surgery - Site Clearance - 24/7 Emergency

z

Removals - Dangerous or unwanted trees safely removed.

Ash Dieback & Large Tree Specialist - Vast experience
combined with an array of machinery to deal with the largest and

most complex of tasks.

Vegetation Clearance - Sites or gardens, large and small

efficiently cleared of vegetation.
Stump Grinding - Stumps of all sizes ground out.

Biomass Chipping - Whole tree chipping on site.

{ Qualified Professionals 6nsured up to £10 Million
{Free no obligation {I’PO paperwork managed

quotes

@ 01962 760133 @ 07789 127875

% Reductions - Trees of all shapes and sizes professionally reduced.

Basingstoke Choral Society is delighted to present their
spring concert:
When: Sunday 30 March 2025
Concert starts 7:30 pm
Where: Anvil TheatreBasingstoke
Conductor: David Gibson

Accompanied by professional orchestra and soloists.
Programme:
Ralph Vaughan Williams: A Sea Symphony and Toward the Unknown
Region
Belgljamin Britten: FourSea Interludes from Peter Grimes

To book: anvilarts.org.uk
Our programme this spring is inspired by the beauty and grandeur of the sea
and showcases two major British composers.
Vaughan Williams was deeply inspired by the poetry of American writer,
Walt Whitman, whose verses from ‘Leaves of Grass’ form the text of both
‘A Sea Symphony’ and the shorter choral work, ‘Toward the Unknown
Region’. Whitman’s expansive and humanistic vision of the sea, a metaphor
for both the natural world and the spiritual journey of mankind, appealed
strongly to Vaughan Williams. The symphony captures the grandeur,
mystery, and awe of the ocean, while at the same time representing human
experience and exploration. It is remarkable as one of the earliest major
choral symphonies in the English repertoire. Composed between 1903 and
1909, it premicred at the Leeds Festival in 1910, with Vaughan Williams
himself conducting. Each of the two works is a powerful testament to
Vaughan Williams’ ability to blend poetry and music into a unified, stirring
experience.

Benjamin Britten’s ‘Four Sea Interludes’ extracted from his 1945 opera
‘Peter Grimes’, are some of the most evocative orchestral music in the
20th-century classical repertoire. In the opera, the interludes serve as
atmospheric transitions between each scene, but are frequently performed, as
in our concert, as a stand-alone suite. The Suite remains one of Britten’s
most popular orchestral works and is a powerful example of his ability to
fuse musical drama and atmospheric depiction. All three works in the
concert regularly captivate audiences with their rich imagery and emotional
depth, inviting listeners to travel on a profound and majestic journey across
the seas of the world and the human soul.

We are delighted to be joined once again by our friends from Croydon Philharmonic
Choir, as well as a professional orchestra and soloists, making this a concert not to
be missed; so join us on our seaward travels.
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Cliddesden

| Distribution Organiser:
Ben Maunder 01256 327 859

@ Gill Palmer will be very pleased to receive your
Cliddesden news.

Contact Rachel on rachelbd@hotmail.co.uk

or Gill on westwoode@btinternet.com

Cliddesden WI
[hBWI At our January meeting, we listened to a speaker from St

Michael's Hospice. She told us about the services and care,
INSPIRING WOMEN which is offered to adults with an end-of-life diagnosis. This
includes a wide range of conditions including motor neuron

disease, dementia and cancer. The Hospice has 10 rooms but also offers care at
home, helping patients to die in their place of choice. The cost to provide these

services is £6.2m per year which is £15,000 per day, 84% of which is fundraised.

The holistic care is focussed on the individual which includes symptom control, pain
management, therapies and other living well services. There were many stories from
close relatives who have experienced the services.

We also heard from Tricia Jones who is a wonderful storyteller, as those of you who
she taught at Cliddesden School will remember. She read a Joyce Grenfell story
about a group of nursery children who were asked to pretend to be flowers. With
one little boy saying he wanted to be a cauliflower.

Our next meeting is on 17th February at 10:30 for anyone who would like to join us
where our speaker will be Jane Leese, whose talk is on being a Vicar and a mother.

Julia Ross
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behind tillage crops which have, of late, been grazed by sheep. We have been
delighted to hear such positive comments about the presence of the sheep
around the locality, with them adding another layer to the rural environment
we are fortunate to be in.

I will look forward to speaking about the progress of drilling in future
editions. In the meantime, we will keep everything crossed for some spring
sun that we all look forward to after the cold, dark winters.

Emma Ilsley
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In the Fields—Emma Ilsley

We welcome 2025 and all the opportunities that lay before us. I hope you
have all had a restful Christmas with your family and friends and wish you
all a prosperous New Year. This time of year, is not only one of reflection,
but also of ambition. With this in mind, we will look forward to the lighter
evenings and positive aura that the Spring inevitably brings.

To round off 2024, I had the pleasure of being able to attend the Bramley
Christmas Tractor Run driving one of our John Deere tractors. The event was
raising money for two organisations: Alzheimer's Society and Pelican Cancer
Foundation. With almost 100 machines and countless spectators lining the
roads, the event was incredibly received by all those involved. The event is
growing exponentially, and it was fantastic to see so members of the farming
community congregate from far and wide, their tractors all decorated very
festively indeed. From a giant LED nutcracker to a trailer ‘sleigh’, there were
some fabulous efforts on show! The route spanned Bramley, Tadley, Pamber
End and finished up at Silchester Farm, hosting us for some well-earnt
refreshments. I wish to express my thanks to the Estate for supporting me in
this fundraising event.

I wanted to speak briefly this month about our 3 full-time staff on the farm.
Although a segment of our local community has known them for many years,
I wanted to try and provide some wider context for those who are newer to
the three villages.

CIliff: Cliff joined what was, at the time, Farleigh Farms as foreman in 1984
and completed his 40™ harvest with us last summer! He will be seen most
driving the combine in summertime and is our main sprayer operator year-
round. Cliff’s knowledge of the topography has been pivotal as farming
practices have evolved over the course of time.

Rose: Rose is another long-standing member of the Farleigh Wallop team,
renowned for her role at the farm dairy and with young stock in the past. She
has become a valued member of the arable farming side, known for her
immaculate hedge-cutting and friendly waves from the cab of her tractor
over harvest.

Andy: Andy came to Farleigh in 2022 and brought with him a wealth of
knowledge in John Deere machinery. Primarily, Andy is our drillman,
responsible for the planting of seed into the ground. He is more widely famed
for his workshop wizardry, and meticulous attention to detail!

Looking ahead, the team’s next major project will be preparations for spring
drilling, which (hoping that the weather is kind to us!) will be due to
commence in March. A proportion of these spring crops will be planted
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Cliddesden Social and Entertainment Club
AKA ‘The Film Club’

Thursday 2 January 2025
Cheaper By the Dozen (1950)

(108 minutes, cert 12A)

Not to be confused with the more modern versions of 2003,
2 2005 and 2022 by the same name.

J“a""ecw“'“““amv Cheaper by the Dozen is an American comedy based upon

CHEAPER"" UL the autobiographical book by the same name.
ﬂ.j;/zmlar E
[

Thursday 6 February 2025
THE 93 1 BESTSELLER BY THE AUTKDR 35 AGENT 2I5 206 Operation Mincemeat

IPERHTON s
INEAE i

sen wacnrvee - Operation Mincemeat is the extraordinary and true story of an
= 1dea that hoped to turn the tide for the allies during World

: War II- taking impossibly high risks, defying logic, and

il . testing the nerves of its creators to breaking point.

Starring Colin Firth, Matthew MacFadyen, Kelly MacDonald, Penelope
Winton, Johnny Flynn and Jason Issacs

“nt FEEL.GOOD rum
OF THY YiAR"

Thursday 6 March 2025
Fisherman’s Friends: One and All
2022, 112 minutes
Certificate 12A

“ws The film follows the celebrated shanty singers through the
& highs and lows as lifelong friendships are put to the test and

Starring James Purefoy, David Hayman, Richard Har-
rington, Dave Johns, Sam Swainsbury and Maggie Steed.

The bar opens at 7.30pm and we start at 8pm. There is an intermission half
way through during which refreshments and drinks at the bar are available at
very low prices.

Please note we work on a cash only basis

Please come along no matter where you live, bring as many friends and
neighbours as you like. We hope to see you there
Diane Rampton dianerampton(@btinternet.com
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The Cliddesden & Farleigh Wallop

Educational Trust
The Cliddesden & Farleigh Wallop Educational Trust is a registered Charity
which aims to provide funding assistance to people who wish to pursue extra
-curricular activities that will provide some form of educational benefit such
as academic tuition, music lessons, sport & dance etc. Anyone under the age
of 25 and living within the Parishes of Cliddesden & Farleigh Wallop is
eligible to apply for assistance.

To apply for a grant or assistance please write a letter to the Trustees. This
letter should include a description and dates of the educational activity.
Parents must apply for children under 18 and receipts must accompany
the application and should be no older than six months.

Please send applications to:
C&FWET
Mrs V Tibble - Secretary
14 Broadmere
Farleigh Wallop
Basingstoke
RG25 2JA

All applications need to be received by the quarter ends — 31* March,
30™ June, 30™ September and 31% December — this is timed for discussion
at the next quarterly meeting of the Trustees.

If you have any queries or would like further information, please contact
Vicky: admin@wallopgroup.co.uk

Please note Grants are not guaranteed as the Trust is dependent on the money
available and number of applications received. There is no limit to the
number of times applications can be made providing receipts are less than
six months old.

[T & 5 4>

Candover Valley Store

Winner of the Christmas hamper

Sam Robson was the lucky lady whose name was on the winning ticket
when the hamper draw was made in the store a few days before Christmas.
Sam, who lives in Wield, is a regular CVS customer and was delighted with
her haul of goodies which included gin, chocolates and mince pies as well as
local coffee, cheese, chutney and honey.

Foodbank support continues

Thank you to everyone who bought tickets for the Christmas hamper raffle
or made a donation during December. All the money raised was allocated
to support the Basingstoke Foodbank. With these funds, plus a £250 boost
from our reserves, the store donated goods worth £713. The store
committee has decided to carry on supporting this organisation which helps
local people in crisis whatever the time of year. We continue to welcome
donations by cash or card as well as actual products. If you would like to
donate the most appropriate products it is a great idea to log on to the
website, basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk, scroll down to the end of the “Give
help/donate food” page and see the list of items that are most urgently
needed at that time. We will make sure your contributions get to the
foodbank regularly.

Valentine’s day is approaching!

Since St Valentine was also the patron saint of beekeepers, perhaps the
most appropriate gift to offer your loved one would be a jar of Tim’s honey,
made by busy bees in Bradley! Alternatively, Hannah’s gift table always has
pretty items to offer. The chiller cabinets contain many items of a luscious
and

indulgent nature (smoked trout, Cartmel sticky puddings and Lyburn
cheeses to name but three). Lovely flower bouquets and bubbly bottles will
be on hand too. Please support your friendly community store and shop
local!
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Candover Valley Store

Store and post office trading hours

Monday to Friday Store open: 8.00am — 6.00pm
Post office: 8.30am — 5.00pm

Saturday Store open: 8.30am — 5.00pm
Post office:  9.00am — 12.30pm
Sundays & Store open: 8.30am — 12.30pm

Bank Holidays Post office: Closed

We look forward to welcoming you!

Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE
Tel: 01256 389500 www.cvcs.org.uk

Local Independent Financial Adviser
B&L Stuart Palmer IMC & DipPFS

Celebeating

.30

Authorised and Regulated by,

Fi cial
BurgeSS & Leelt d s:‘::‘;'u the Fm?n:::‘lce?gs ust Authorlty
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NDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Arrange A Free Consultation

& contact your local financial
adviser:

Pension Planning

Investment Advice
Email: stuart@burgessandlee.co.uk

Cash Flow Planning
Tax Plannlng % Call Stuart on: 07864 072 365

m Connect over Linkedin:

Estate Planning

ST JOHN

THE EVANGELIST
NORTHINGTON

HALF-TERM
FAMILY CONCERT

Music in St John's
Northington
(8024 9TH)

FAMILY CONCERT
FRIDAY 21 FEBRUARY
1lam

with
Virtuosi Strings!

Half-term concert for everyone!
Y Discover the amazing muslc
made by string Instruments!
All ages welcome!

* FREE FOR CHILDREN (Adults £10)
; Julce and biscults provided.
Followed by meet the string
Instruments!
Find out more & book tickets .
Hampshire
County Council

@ ﬂ u Find us on social media: @stjohnsnorthington

www.stjohnsnorthington.org




Cliddesden Millenium Village Hall

Please come along to have a natter and make new friends, browse the second
-hand book stall, and of course enjoy a good cuppa and a slice of cake!
The 100 club is also drawn here each month.

We have table tennis available and all the equipment you will need if you
fancy a game.

We meet on the second Monday morning of each month,
from 10.30 — 12 noon.

Hope to see you there, all ages are welcome.

Gill (01256 359413)
January 13th July 14th
February 10th August 11th
March 10th September 8th
April 14th October 13th
May 12th November 10th
June 9th December 8th
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HCC may salt in one, two or all of the domains, and may also go out at different
times.
Salt Bins

HCC's network of blue and yellow community salt bins has been refilled ready
for the coming months, making salt freely available for anyone to spread on local
roads and pavements — useful to ‘join up’ with the salting on main roads by our
gritters.

* A little salt goes a long way, you’ll only need one tablespoon to treat up to a
square metre of road or pavement.

If you’re able to, salting your local roads when it’s forecast to be icy can be a big
help for your community, reducing the risk of incident and injury, especially for
those who are less mobile.

You can report salt bins needing re-filling, those that are damaged or request one
for your area here: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-
problem

Reporting Highway Problems

Links to report road issues are here:

Potholes:https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/
potholes

Tree/hedge problems:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/treehedge
Flooding/drainage issues:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding
Pavement problems:

https://www .hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/paving
Problems with rights of way:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/
reportaproblem

When reporting an issue, you’ll be sent an email confirming a reference

number for the report. If you would like me to follow this up for you then
do please forward that message to me and I will chase for you.
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Juliet Henderson
Hampshire County Councillor
Hampshire County Councillor report

HCC November Update 2024 Candovers Oakley and
Overton Division

Highways Information
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When Hampshire County Council report Salting updates they some-
times also mention domains (North, Central, and South).
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Try something new this New Year!

Come along, meet new friends, and learn new
Songs.

We meet every Friday during term time
3.45pm snack, 4-4.30pm singing

Term begins Friday, 17™ January

ST LEONARD'S CHURCH,
CLIDDESDEN
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Do you have what it takes to be a Primary School Governor?

You could be just the person we are looking for ...

Cliddesden Primary School is a popular, all-inclusive village school on
the outskirts of Basingstoke with a dedicated staff and a supportive
community committed to providing high standards in education.

The school is keen to continue to build its links with the local

community and is currently seeking
two volunteers to fill vacancies on our
governing body.
We are particularly looking for skills
or experience in some or all of the
followmg areas:
Working in Education
Business and Finance
Leadership and Management
Links with the local
community
Property Management
The Cliddesden Primary School Governors invite you to apply for this
opportunity to support the school and give something back to the local
community. Being a governor is an important and rewarding role.
Training and support will be available to help you develop into the
role. This will include in-house mentoring and support as well as
access to external governor training.
How do I apply?
If you would like to apply or to find out more about the role please
contact the School Office:
Telephone 01256 321571
Email adminoffice@cliddesden.hants.sch.uk

e Website www.cliddesden.hants.sch.uk

Basingstoke

advice 1in 5 young people

who come to us have
a debt problem

citizens

Talking about money isn’t always easy. So
much so that 90% of young people feel
uncomfortable discussing finances. We know
the result of not seeking help earlier, as 1 in 5
young people who come to us have a debt
problem. So we know it’s pretty important to
reduce the stigma around money.

Budget planners can help you understand what you’re earning and
spending, and where you might be able to cut costs. You can use the
free planner on www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/everyday-money/
budgeting/budget-planner. Try to find your most recent bank statements,
payslips and proofs of income, debit and credit card statements or bills
and receipts for things you usually pay for. Remember to include all
your expenses, for example money you spend on your partner or family.
You may have savings you don’t know about. Your parents might have
bought Bonds when you were younger or if you were born between 1
September 2002 and 2 January 2011 you may have a Child Trust Fund
waiting for you of up to £1000 or more. If you’d like to find your Child
Trust Fund but you’re not sure how, The Share Foundation
(www.sharefound.org) and Gov.uk can help you.

If you’re behind on your bills you should work out what’s a priority and non-
priority bill.

Priority bills should come first. Falling behind on them can cause serious
problems. For more information on managing your money, please go to https://
bit.ly/3E19Nmi.

Citizens Advice Basingstoke is an independent local charity providing free,
confidential and impartial advice, whatever your enquiry involves. To speak
to one of our advisers please call Adviceline on 0808 278 7829, Monday to
Friday, 9-4pm. We are here to help.

Registered charity no 900116. www.cabasingstoke.org.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority FRN: 617502
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Cliddesden, Ellisﬁeld &
Farileigh Wallop

Horticultural Society

Wilson’s Wonder
Potatoes -

Growing Potatoes

Seed potatoes will be for
sale at the meeting

Everyone welcome
Thursday 30t January
Cliddesden Village
Hall at 7.30pm
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Cliddesden Primary School

A belated Happy New Year to you all. As always, the end of year was an
incredibly busy time at school. Here is a round up for you...

~ Basingstoke Schools competition.
\ | The team won all the games in
their group and beat St Mary’s in
the semi-finals.

The final against St John’s was
tough and we narrowly lost. Still a
great achievement for our small
school and we were awarded the
o Best Small School Trophy.
Commg runners up means that

i/ there is a very good chance we will
f‘?_g_ qualify for the county finals in
May.

Football — Chiltern Primary vs
Cliddesden

A fiercely competitive match from
the start. Both teams were eager to
make an impact and take the

lead. Cliddesden subbed James in
and within minutes he scored
giving us a 1-0 lead. Following
some scrappy play right in front of
the goal mouth, Taylor managed to
slip the ball in giving Cliddesden a 2-0 lead. This was short lived as Chiltern,
determined not to give up, scored and then scored again soon after to even the
match. So, at 2-2 with just minutes to go and both teams giving it their all,
Chiltern managed a 3rd goal.

Both teams played with passion and determination, and we are looking forward
to our next match.

Willow Class — Parent Workshop

We started the day listening to the story of Can't you sleep, Little Bear by Martin
Waddell. We sequenced the story and retold it to our adults in the afternoon. We
all remembered the story really well.

We all learnt how to make a lantern to help us see in the dark. We lit the lanterns

and turned out the lights. It felt spooky and amazing! We spoke to our adults
about how we felt.
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Mrs Nicholson showed everyone how to make a
sentence about how we felt. We orally rehearsed it

¢ first, counted cubes to remember the sentence and
looked at word and phonics mats to chop and blend
sounds in the words. Our adults were quick learners
and helped us to write our sentence. The year 1
children extended their sentence with the wow word

~ 'because’. Everyone read their sentence again which
resulted in the children producing some super writing.

Willow class enjoyed meeting Harold
the giraffe from our SCARF programme.
Harold and Caroline talked to us about
bouncing back from challenges. We
learnt that sometimes Harold finds things
difficult and what he does to overcome
his difficulties. Harold explained he used
a magic word yet at the end of the
sentence. So, we practised saying what o
we found tricky and what difference it made when we added yet. I can't subtract
- yet! Harold taught us a song about not giving up and we sang it beautifully!

Beech Class learned all about our brain and how it is where our feelings

begin. Harold visited us with a very heavy bag, which was making it hard for
him to eat, sleep and play because it was getting in the way. We explored what
was inside Harold's bag to see if we could help. It was filled with emotions

like disappointment, loneliness, worry, frustration and excitement. Together, we
discovered ways to manage these feelings, such as finger and balloon breathing,
doing the tree pose and practising deep belly breathing with a toy. By the end,
Harold's bag felt much lighter, and we all felt more confident in handling our
emotions.

In Chestnut Class, the children learnt all about the different functions of the
brain, including the vocabulary hippocampus (the memory saver), prefrontal
cortex (the wise leader), amygdala (the security guard) and the brain stem (the
site manager). Harold came to visit and talked about a problem he was having a
school and the children talked about people he could talk to including his
teacher, his peers, a trusted adult or his family. The children worked in groups
looking at different scenarios, they discussed how they feel when something
happens that is outside of their control. A fantastic workshop focusing on
wellbeing and positive thought.
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Benefice Recipes

Hello all, so it came and went and far too much chocolate
and cheese was consumed. My Miss sensible voice says no
more chocolate you’ll regret it when you’re awake at two in
the morning with heartburn. My devil may care voice says,
one chocolate won’t make a difference it’s Christmas. Then
before Miss sensible can pipe up Mr Cadbury has possessed
my fingers, I’ve torn open a few Heroes and eaten them.
Miss sensible then has the last word and says okay just those and that’s all.
She never wins when it comes to chocolate and Mr Gaviscon gets a little
richer!

So, let’s think about more food, a hearty soup, make extra and freeze in por-
tions.

Celeriac, Bacon and Barley Soup. serves 4

Ingredients

1 Tbsp Butter

6 Smoked Streaky Bacon Rashers finely sliced

3 Fresh Rosemary sprigs

2 Onions, finely chopped

600 g Celeriac peeled and chopped into 1 cm chunks
125 g Pearl Barley

1.75 litres good quality vegetable stock

Créme Fraiche for serving

Nutmeg for serving

Method

Heat the butter in a large pan on a medium heat, then fry the bacon and
leaves from 1 sprig of rosemary until crisp. Then add the chopped veg and
reduce the heat. Cook gently for 15 minutes until softened. Finely chop the
other 2 sprigs of rosemary and add to the pan for the last 2 minutes.

Stir in the pearl barley and stock, then bring to the boil. Season, then simmer
for 40 minutes or until the barley is soft and the soup is thick. Taste and sea-
son. Serve with a dollop of the Créme Fraiche and a grate of Nutmeg on top
and of course some lovely bread.

Enjoy!

Tracey
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L -
Dogs Homes

of fostermg"

We are looking to expand our network of
puppy fosterers. Come along to our open
evening and find out more about how
you could help us in our work.

February
18th, 2025

From 7pm to 8pm

The Tweseldown Pub
Beacon Hill Rd, GU52 8DY

Onthe evening. To book your FREE ticket

Hear more about our work for the evening (spoces

Talks from current fosterers Iimited), visit:

Informal Q&A for any questions
N https://shorturl.at/YRttm
ZERO obligation to foster

Dogs welcome too!

For more information, email: volunteering@dogsnhomes.org.uk

We had a good discussion about how our emotional state may be affected by
our hormones as we turn into teenagers. We also thought about how we can
respond to people kindly, even if we have to say no. We ended the session
with a relaxing video and we were all impressed by the sparkly lights! It was
great to see Caroline and Harold (the giraffe) again.

On Wednesday 13" November, the
Year 4's set off for their residential to
Stubbington Study Centre for two
nights. Our first activity before lunch
was Earthquake, the group was split
into two teams and given life-saving
equipment including ladders, a first
® aid kit, food and water, a blanket and
| a rescue dog. The children had to use
s teamwork and resilience to complete

: | : S5 the course without touchlng the floor
or losing thelr items. Only a few wet feet after the water swing and it was
time for lunch in the snuffle hole. After lunch the children had some time to
unpack and familiarise themselves with the centre before some free time
meeting the other schools in the adventure playground and football
pitch. We had a wildlife talk in the evening before supper and
bed. Thursday morning, after a fabulous cooked breakfast we set out into the
conservation area to find out why trees are important part of our ecosystem,
the children used their mapping skills. Thursday evening the children
discovered pirates had stolen treasure from the Stubbington Office and had to
use their teamwork and investigation skills to solve the mystery, the children
loved running around the centre finding all the missing pirates and after a
trial held in the Snuffle Hole the guilty party was named. Before bed the
children went to the Hyde and were lucky enough to watch a family of
badgers and some foxes tucking into their supper, it was a fantastic way to
end our day.
After packing our bags on Friday morning and filling themselves up with a
cooked breakfast we headed out to complete our last activity. A teamwork
activity saw them working in groups of four walking planks along the field,
lots of different strategies were used and they worked brilliantly
together. Lastly, the children were given black out googles and followed a
roped activity climbing under nets and through tunnels, it was great fun and
the children were great at supporting each other.

Overall, the children described the residential as fabulous, fantastic, amazing
and confidence building.

On Thursday 21st November 2024 we held our annual Be Bright, Be Seen
day. Through class and whole school assemblies, the children have been
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learning about the importance of dressing to be
| easily seen when they are using the roads as
either a pedestrian or cyclist. They learnt about
wearing bright colours during the day and
reflective material when it is dark. For the Be
Bright, Be Seen day the children used the
knowledge they have gained to choose their
brightest outfit and wore it to school. A
voluntary donation of £1 per child was
collected and we raised a total of £94 for
Children in Need.

Our Salvation Army
Brass band Carol
service was as lovely
as ever and we raised
£120 for those who are
less fortunate than
ourselves this
Christmas.

Snuggle Up Stable Nativity

Tucked up for the night in their cosy stable, the animals can’t work out why
the stable girl has brought extra
straw and hay, not to mention
some blankets. Is it going to be a
really cold night? Are some other
animals joining them? Well, yes,
as it happens: a donkey, along
with a man and a woman. Our

| children sang and performed their
B Nativity beautifully.
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Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School,
Rathbone Pavilion, Church Road,
North Waltham, RG25 2BL.
www.cuckoomeadow.org Tel: 01256 398172
To find out more please contact Jo or Fiona on
01256 398172.

December 2024 & January 2025

What a fantastic Christmas the children had! After making yummy
gingerbread men and tree decorations, they played some festive football
courtesy of Luke at Y Plus Coaching. Then it was on to the biggest event of
the year — the nativity play! The children were all brilliant and sang
beautifully.

1 ‘thank you’ for the wonderful surprise gifts they received at
1| the quiz night at The Fox to celebrate their 30 years at Cuckoo
5 Meadow Pre-School. They can’t believe how quickly those
three decades have gone by.

They would like to thank parents past and present and the Village Trust,
without whom Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School would not be the warm and
nurturing environment that it is.

They would also like to thank the wonderful staff team and committee;
without whose support they would not be able to provide such a happy place
to work.

Another big ‘thank you’ to The Fox for hosting the quiz and providing the
winners’ prizes along with Budgens Old Barn Stores and Basingstoke
Garden Centre for providing us with raffle prizes.

Georgia Hawken
Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School Secretary
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WHAT''S ON

DUMMER VILLAGE - KEY UP COMING EVENTS
ALL SAINTS CHURCH - DUMMER DUMMER VILLAGE HALL

CHURCH SERVICES

(( COFFEE MORNINGS

zun:ay 13‘: jan ::z:am '_J Wed, February 5th, 11am
unday 15th Jan 9.43am A\ ¥ee  Wed, March 5th, 11am

Sunday 26th Jan 9:45am e ! !

2nd Feb Sunday Special

Bell Ringing Practice Monday Evenings #** THEATRE NIGHT ***

‘The River Runners’
Fri 7th February 7:30pm
Doors open 7pm.

THE QUEEN INN

DUMMER LUNCH CLUB
Wed, 15th January
Wed, 12th February
Wed, 12th March

Email: marystevens34&gmail.com Family Show

0 QUIZ NIGHTS Tickets £20pp
Tues Feb 11th 8:30pm First drink FREE
Tues Mar 11th 8:30pm

01256 397367 to book a table For more info and to reserve tickets
eventsdummervillagehall@gmail.com

DUMMER CRICKET CLUB or purchase tickets via Eventbrite

Py u- B B | DUMMER viLAGE HALL

EVENTS PAGE FOR ALL HALL
RACE NIGHT

Saturday 22nd March 2025 ACTIVITIES

£15 per participant (Includes Supper)
Bar Opens 6:30pm S

Races Start 7:30pm E' E

Dummer Village Hall

Email:
dummercricketclub@outlook.com

_& Another fantastic musical
| pantomime presented by
Troubadour Productions.
Based on the traditional
story, the panto told the
tale of the long-haired
heroine, Rapunzel: her
parents, Jasper and Drina;
: : the wicked magician,
Hldeon and his maid, Nancy. Not forgetting Prince Frederick and Chris
Erliss, the caterpillar!

There was something for everyone. Bright, coloured costumes, a painted

scenery backdrop, comedy and lots of joining in! Some children were lucky

enough to have small parts including village children, the castle walls,

animals in the forest, the travelling peddler and some messengers. A great
time was had by all.

The children were really excited to :

play in front of a live audience at the end of term Rock to the Beat concert.
They all had big smiles on their faces
having achieved so much over the
past term. We are very proud of

3 them.

P Always a highlight of our Christmas
' calendar is the Secret Sale. The
children all thoroughly enjoyed
buying gifts and looked wonderful in
their festive attire. The grand total
raised from the sale was an incredible
£445.

To find out more about our school, please see our website:
cliddesden.hants.sch.uk

Paula Lavender
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Cliddesden, Farleigh Wallop and Ellisfield

Horticultural Society—The Gardening Club D U M M E R VI L L AG E H AL L

Seumsem i s 443 658 FRIDAY 7™ FEBRUARY 2025

New Year and a New Leaf
The thing about gardening is that the anticipation of a new season provides the
motivation to get seeds ordered and plans made, knowing that this year will be better 7 . 3 O p m
than last year, and possibly the best year ever!!. ' . .
Visions of a perfect cabbage, or lettuce, or dahlia or carrot swim tantalisingly before

our eyes, the promise of a good year to come, the triumph of hope over experience! The Rlver Runner
This could be the year you get a card in the Spring or Summer Show!

Next Meeting .

The first meeting of the Society will be on 30th of January at Cliddesden Millenium (G I I m me r Th eatre)

Hall, the subject will be ‘Growing Potatoes’ with Alan Wilson, who will be bringing

a selection of seed potatoes for sale. ( 1 )
aselection of seed produced by Farnham Maltings
The programme for the year has now been sorted out, we have some interesting talks

and events to come, Programmes will be with you soon.

Subs , . . .
Some subs are still due so please do please get them paid, its only £12.00 per It's 1901 in Isleham, Cambrldgeshlre and Annabelle

houschold. Bank details for BACS t have been sent out but if Id . ) .
like a reminder please do get in fouch, o YORER Howgego is the best ice-skater for miles around. When

A new Committee Member i
We have an empty chair on the Committee in need of a new member, so if you the wate ry Fens freeze ove f, VI | Iagers prepare to race
would like to help with the running of the Society then please do contact me. each other for pr‘izes of bread and meat.
Anyone interested in the Club and gardening at any level would be a great asset,
helping the Socety run smoothly. No CV required!! In this exhilarating true-life story we see how Annabelle
The Quiz with Candover Valley Club meeting will be on March 13™ at Cliddesden uses her amazi ng ice-skati ng skills to defeat a cruel
Millenium Hall. This is a social occasion with plenty of top-quality refreshments ]
and a few rounds of questions, some of which will be about gardening. Last year landlord and set her vil Iage free.
was the first year for some time we have enjoyed such an event, the revived quiz
was %‘ipulfé’ o we look forward to the return fixture this year. Inspired by accounts of female Fenland ice skaters in
e Plant Sale ] ..
We have a Plant Sale planned for May so now is a good time to ask you to sow a the ea rIy twentieth centu ry, this is an adventure story

few more seeds and bring the surplus to the sale. Every year there are seedlings of
plants or varieties you would like to try, to buy or sell and save wastage,
Contributions gladly received!

told through fine acting and folk music.

Ted Dowson Tickets: £20 inc free glass of wine or soft drink

It is with great sadness that we have heard of the death of Ted Dowson, who was a

staunch member and supporter of the Society. | remember him as the Chairman so For more info rmation emai | .

many years ago. Ted was a kind and gentle man, encouraging and thoughtful, and a ’

very %(_)od gardener. Our condolences to the family, all of us who knew him will EVENTSDUMMERVILLAGE HALL@ GMAIL.COM
miss him.

Seumas Foster Chairman 07768443658
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each item on the orange symbolised. Afterwards we gathered at Manor Farm where
mulled wine, soft drinks, nibbles and marshmallows, which we roasted, were
available. We sung more carols, admired Mary and the baby sitting on a bale of hay,
and chatted. Thank you to the Paul family for their hospitality. But most of all
thank you to Alex and team, organising a service like this takes a lot of hard work.
Afterwards, some of us wended our way to Dummer Village Hall to see the
ceremonial switching on the lights on the Christmas tree and to enjoy more drinks
and nibbles. Thank you to Dummer Parish Council for providing the outside point
and the idea.

On 15" December we held our Nine Lessons and Carols Service. Daisy sung

O Come Emmanuel so beautifully. We had two other soloists and for them it was
the first time they had sung a solo so well done them. Eva sung the 1% verse of Once
in Royal and Willa sung the 1* verse of Away in a Manager. Everyone has to start
somewhere, and it is such a big confidence builder for our young people to take part
in services like this. Dexter played the Holly and the Ivy on the cello and our readers
were Eva, Daisy, Molly, Teddy, Lydia, Willa and Freddie. Thank you to Alex for
stepping in and playing the organ for the service, very much appreciated.

Thank you to Ian Thacker and all those who contributed to our Christmas Day
Service and we hope, Ian, that you have recovered from your debilitating cold.

At our first Sunday Special of 2025 John Holden gave a very interesting talk on New
Year Resolutions. Once again, a well thought out service from both Alex and John.
We look forward to our next one on Sunday 2™ February at 11:15.

Thank you to all the people who helped to make All Saints look so splendid over
Christmas. The arrangements are always admired. And for contributions into the
Christmas Box, the Camrose Centre were delighted with all the goodies. If anyone
would like help with providing other items besides food please speak to me, there is
always a list of items that they need.

Lyn Churchwarden.

Dummer Village Hall

What a great hour (or so!) the Christmas Disco was on December 13™. Thank you,
Stafford, Nigel and John, for giving us such a great kick start to the Christmas
season.

Thank you to the Parish Council for the installation of an outside socket, which
enabled us to have a festive tree outside. It was much admired and inside was very
festive too.

On December 27", Mary organised another successful Treasure Hunt round the
village. It started at the hall with mince pies and mulled wine, teams collected clues,
had another liquid refreshment break at Hill Top House (thank you, Jamie) and
ended back at the hall.

Our next Coffee Morning is on February 5™ at 11:00 a.m.
Please ensure you have your tickets for the play on February 7.

There are more events planned so please keep en eye out for the WhatsOn posters on
some of the telegraph poles in Dummer and here in Hill and Dale

Dummer Village Hall Committee
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Candover Valley Pre-School

(within Preston Candover Primary School)
Tel: 01256-389008 Email: cvpadmin@btconnect.com

Website: https://www.candovervalleypreschool.co.uk/
Opening times: Mon - Thurs 8.30am - 3.15pm  Fri 8.30 - 11.45pm

The chill of Winter has brought with it exciting opportunities for exploration

and discovery. At CVP, we are embracing the season, turning the frosty days

into memorable learning experiences for
our little ones.

We have been focusing on the wonders of
ice, snow and the uniqueness of the cold
season. Through hands-on activities, our
children have been exploring the science
behind freezing and melting, creating icy
art projects and observing the changes in
nature during Winter. These experiences

are designed to spark curiosity.

Classroom discussions and stories have centred around Winter, helping
children learn more about animals that hibernate, the importance of staying
warm, winter weather patterns and even more about our solar system and the
Earth’s tilted axis creating the seasons. Through these activties, our children
are developing a deeper understanding of their world.

Candover Valley Preschool is a vibrant and nurturing learning environment.

Please contact us if you would like to enquire about a place for your child.
Places are currently available for Autumn 2025.
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Andy drilling
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Tortrise

WODDWOERE

Help available with all your
carpentry and joinery needs,
whether maintenance,
improvement or bespoke.

M job too small.

Careful, methodical, creative.
City & Guilds level 3 qualification.

Contact Rory in Upton Grey at
rory.vereker @outlook.com
or 07956 231 214

Further details:
tortoisewoodwork.com El__ i

Choose froma wide range of luxury beauty
treatments carried out in warm and >
comfortable surroundings

Non Members Welcome

Call us or book your appointment online

. 01256 36 22 36

T

w beechdown.co.uk/beauty-and-spa

beec hdown @ Winchester Rd, Basingstoke RG22 4ES

beauty and day spa [S] @beechdownbeaty €} Beachdown Eeauty & Day Spa

Dummer

Editor and Distribution
Organiser
Lyn Hardy 01256 397507

(Please ensure all copy reaches me by 10: of the
month)

Hill and Dale
Please try to pay your subscription in good time. If paying by BACS please let your
deliverer know. Don’t forget to put H&D D or Dum in the reference line.

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2024.

The total sum raised for the 2024 Appeal was £2,080.

I would like to give a huge thanks to everyone who helped with the appeal, especially
the collectors, and also thank you to everyone who so generously donated. It is great-
ly appreciated. Susan Swinburn

Wanted!
We need more volunteers to help with various jobs in our lovely old Church.

Flowers. A message from Clare Wilmot-Sitwell.

Many hands make light work. You don’t have to be a churchgoer to love our little
Norman Church in Dummer. And you don’t have to be an experienced flower arrang-
er to enhance the church’s beauty with one floral decoration.

We have a year roster, so typically you will only be called upon one Sunday a year.
(You are welcome to shadow someone to learn the ropes)

Please give me a call, Clare.

01256397352 cwilmotsitwell@gmail.com

Sacristan. We would love more people to join the Sacristan team. Sacristans pre-
pare the Altar with the accoutrements necessary for the Communion service of which
there are two a month. There are clear instructions available and help will be given
until the volunteer is feeling confident. (It doesn’t have to be women — men can vol-
unteer for this as well). Contact

allsaintsdummer@gmail.com or Louise on 397195.

Readers and Sidespersons. Contact John Holden on 397310.

Intercessions. To assist Rev Ian Thacker, intercessors are needed for the 4™ service
each month. There is a format available and it would mean intercessors adding
things that are pertinent to the time. If anyone would be prepared to do this please
speak to the Churchwarden (397507) or email allsaintsdummer@gmail.com

All Saints Church

December was a very busy month. We opened the Advent and Christmas services
with A Christingle and Nativity service on 1* December. In a packed Church, our
young ones assisted Melanie in putting the figures into the crib whilst Alex told the
age-old story. (There were some great costumes as well.) Prayers were read by more
of our (slightly older) young people and Dexter played a musical interlude on the
cello. The candles on the Christingles were lit and the children contributed to what
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St Martin’s Church, Ellisfield

E I I i S ﬁ el d Distributor - Ali Swanston 07881088123.

Debbie Scholey will be very pleased to receive your Ellisfield

‘Ted’ Dowson
Edward Dowson, known to many of you as Ted, passed away Sunday
12" January, aged 74.
He spent a lot of his time involved in village life. Including being
members of both the Parish Council and the Horticultural Society. He
particularly enjoyed joining in with the village wine walk.

Even though in more recent years he had moved out of Ellisfield, his
heart still remained in Cliddesden and Ellisfield.

Funeral details will be confirmed in due course.

If you wish to give a donation in Dad’s memory, we have chosen the
Hawk Conservancy, as he loved to spend time here.

Sarah and Louise (Ted’s daughters)

Ellisfield Christmas Fayre

The fayre this year was held on Saturday 16th November a fortnight
earlier than usual and despite our fears that this was too early, we
raised about £3063.50 which was an amazing result and the best ever!
SO, a very big thank you to all those who came and supported the
fayre, spent their money and helped us raise over £1500 each for the
village hall and the church.

There was a great atmosphere, and the sun shone all day which helped
all those setting up their stalls.

I would like to thank Hannah Houston-Lacy, Debbie Foster, Jacqui
Matthews, Charlie Halliwell, Jenny Outen, Annie Tuberfield and
Beverley Guinness who ran all the different stalls and got their teams
together to make the day such a success. 1’d also like to thank all our
other helpers, Gordon, Ashley, Bernard and Susie, the treasurer of the
Village Hall who adds up the takings in a magically short time and lets
us know before the day is over, how much money has been raised.
(Continued overleaf)
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(Ellisfield Christmas fair—cont.)

I would also like to thank the Webb family for so generously donating
and decorating the Christmas tree and Andy for being such a splendid
Father Christmas ably assisted by his Webb elves!

It was a wonderful start to the Christmas season, albeit rather early,
but it had us thinking about our Christmas shopping well ahead of
schedule and hopefully everyone was able to make some useful
purchases.

A very big thankyou to all our helpers and all our shoppers and next
year the fayre will be on the last Saturday in November as in previous
years.

Caroline Cazenove

From the left—Doreen Lonergan, Ollie Webb, Wendy Alexander.
Charlie Halliwell, Jacqui Matthews and Lorna Turberfield
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Christmas at St Martin’s, Ellisfield
This year recorded a record number of individuals from both Ellisfield
and elsewhere attending the various services at St Martin’s and very
many commented on how lovely our Church looked.

On Friday 13™ and Saturday 14™ December a number of individuals,
who kindly do their duty by cleaning the Church during the months of
the year, arrived with ivy and holly to decorate the eight large wooden
candle holders that are used during the major Christmas services.

On the early afternoon of 14" December, the bells started to be rung
by the Basingstoke District of the Winchester and Portsmouth
Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers who had asked if they could
hold their annual Carol Service at St Martin’s at 4.00pm that day. By
3.30pm the pews were full, and a relay of bell ringers kept ringing
until the start.

The Bishop of Basingstoke, the Right Reverend David Williams who
was taking the service, arrived in good time to see the decorated
Church and hear the bells being rung. It was a lively service with a
choir and hand bell ringers performing, plus a suitable sermon from
Bishop David. All then adjourned to the Memorial Hall for a splendid
tea.

The following evening the traditional nine lessons and Carols took
place at St Martin’s which was well attended by many in the village.
The Belles of St Martin’s, as always, performed in their very
professional manner which included two lovely anthems, one sung by
them all and the other by Theresa and Janie. The readers included
several children, all of whom spoke eloquently.

Then on Christmas day, there were over 100 people in St Martin’s at
9.30am with a few turning up after the family Communion had started
and had to stand throughout the service. Poor Ian had lost his voice,
but the singing was as enthusiastic as ever and St Martin’s, on a dull
and wet morning, looked as beautiful as it always does!

Who says the Church of England is dead? Not here in Ellisfield.

Bernard Cazenove
(See picture overleaf)
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