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General Useful Reference List 
 
Borough Councillors 
Dummer   Mr Stuart Frost, 07961 265 719, 
    Ms Hannah Golding,  
    Mrs. Diane Taylor 781 081 
 

Ellisfield, Cliddesden & Farleigh Wallop 
    Mr Mark Ruffell 01256 346  148 
 

Brownies   Sian Banks, 01256 333 151 
    cliddesdenbrownies@btinternet.com 
 

Policeman   PC Andy Reid  
    Mobile: 07768 776 844 
    Home 01256 389 050    
                 email andrew.reid@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
Hampshire Constabulary 
Email    hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers   0800 555 111  
Website    www.hampshire.police.uk. 
 

Horticultural Society 
Chairman   Steve Bowcutt 01256 324 707 
Secretary   Marilyn Smith  01256 462 584, 
 

Lost dogs 
Local Dog Warden   Contact via the Borough Council  
     01256 845 474. 8-30am—5.30pm 
Out of hours contact   Andy Reid as above 
Dog Lost    0844 800 3220, www.doglost.co.uk 
Local contact   Sabrina Gurling 01256 389 458, 07732 497 221 or 
    sabrina.gurling@btinternet.com 
Missing Pet Bureau   08701 999 000 
 

Neighbourhood  Watch  Website    www.hantsnwa.org. 
 

Medical Loan Centre (Red Cross)    For the temporary loan of wheelchairs and 
other medical equipment.  Adjacent Gillies Health Centre, Sullivan Road, Brighton 
Hill, Basingstoke  Open Mon-Weds, 10-12.  01256 331 629. 
 

Shopmobility   Church St. Basingstoke 01256 476 066 
    www.shopmobilitybasingstoke.org 
 

Re-cycling of Electrical Goods 
    Furnishing the Community 6, Joule Road,  
    Basingstoke.    01256 320700,    
    www.cfpbasingstoke.org 
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The Parish of Farleigh 
http://www.farleighcandoverandwield.org.uk

Rector 

 

Associate  Rector 

 

Benefice administrator – Tricia Knight email address: 
beneficeFCW@hotmail.com  

Phone 07541 463750       Contact preferably by e-mail 

Both David and Stephen have Friday off; messages can be left for either of 
them at any time, but they may not respond until the  

following day unless it is urgent. 

 

Hill and Dale Editorial Team 
 

Editor     Jean Frost 01420 561 136 
     5 Pound Close, Upper Wield 
     ALRESFORD, SO24 9SH 
     hillanddaleeditor@gmail.com 
 
 

Advert Co-ordinator   Ros Partridge 01420  563 816 
     Harrow Cottage,  Upper Wield  
     ALRESFORD, SO24  9RW 
     treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com.   
 
Distribution Manager  Ben Maunder 01256 327 859 
     6 Church Lane, Cliddesden 
     BASINGSTOKE, RG25 2LQ 
 

Copy deadline 12th of each month unless  
previously agreed with the Editor 

 

Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any  
article.  

 

Disclaimer 
The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in 
Hill and Dale and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising 
from the use of information and advertisements in this publication. 
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Horticultural Society  Mrs Julia Ayscough 01256 464 596 
    Debbie Phillips 810251 
Neighbourhood Watch  Lady Jane Wallop 

 

~ELLISFIELD~ 
Parish Council 
Chairman  Mr Tim Guinness 01256 381348 
Councillors  Mrs Caroline Cazenove,   Mr Gavin Park Weir,   
   Mr. Andy Swanston, Mr. Gordon Dunse, Mr Richard Haas , 
Clerks    Sylvia & Peter Raine. 01256 381 221,      
   clerk@ellisfield.gov.uk 
Ellisfield Ladies Club  Mrs Diane Sandeman 01256 381 381 
Ellisfield Village Association Mrs Dee Haas 07831 325 461 
Ellisfield Volunteer Group Mr Graham Simpson 01256 381 381 
Horticultural Society  Claire Cook, 01256 381 504,  
    Pat Gould  01256 381 280 
Memorial Hall 
Chairman    Mr Ray Reed  01256 381 613 
Hall Bookings   Mr Ray Reed  01256  381 613 
Secretary   Mrs Joanne Thomas  01256 381 300 
Neighbourhood Watch  Mrs Jane Popkin, 01256 381 138 
Oil Syndicate 
(for all villages)   Mr Ashley Turberfield, 01256 381 477 
 

~DUMMER~ 
Parish Council 
Chairman   Mr Julian Jones 01256 397 227  
Councillors   Mr Barry Dodd,  Dr. Manuela Gazzard,  
    Mr. Derrick Penny,   Mrs Sheila Harden 
Clerk     Karen Ross, 01256 359 299    
    Clerk@dummerparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Dummer Cricket Club 
Chairman   Mervyn Mann  01256 397 572 
Secretary   Heather Harmon 07920 254 374). 
Neighbour Care Contact Lyn Hardy 01256 397507 
Neighbourhood Watch  John Delaney  01256 397 494 
The Clifton Room  Janet & Stafford Napier 
Royal British Legion 
Secretary   Major Paul Simpson  
Village Hall 
Chairman   Wendy Gay  
Secretary   Shirley Powell 
Bookings   Lyn Hardy 01256 397 507 
 
 

http://www.farleighcandoverandwield.org.uk
mailto:davidchattell172@btinternet.com
mailto:stevemourant@btinternet.com
mailto:beneficeFCW@hotmail.com
mailto:treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com
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Village by Village Guides 
 

These guides are only as accurate as you make them. Please keep them 

updated, if only for the sake of newcomers. 
 

~CLIDDESDEN~ 
Parish Council 
Chairman   Mr Alan B. Tyler   01256 460 425  
    alanbtyler19@btinternet.com 
Councillors   Hazel Metz   07866 204 390, 
    Hazel.metz@hotmail.com 
    Simon Barker    07732 100 990 
    sibarksy@hotmail,com 
    Alison Mosson   01256 352 900 
    Alison@abe.co.uk 
Clerk     Susan Turner   07515 777 060   
    clerk.cliddesden@parish.hants.gov.uk 
Conservation Group 
Chairman:    Alison Mosson   01256 352 900 
Secretary    Angie Fewster    01256 475 848 
    Www.3cg.info www.cliddesdenconservation.org 
Educational Trust   Vicky Tibble     07552 927 692 (text only) 
    Vicky.tibble@outlook.com 
 
Horticultural Society  Marilyn Smith   01256 462 584 
 
Millenium Village  Hall 
Secretary   Mrs Joanne Capehorn   01256 812 657  
Hall lettings   Mrs Pat Rampton  01256 461 034 
    bookings@cliddesdenhall.org.uk 
Caretaker   Ken  Rampton  01256 461 034 
    1st alarm goes off 
Neighbourhood watch 
    Simon Barker  07732 100 900 
    sibarksy@hotmail,com 
Newsletter   bootofthedailybeast@gmail.com 
 

Social & Entertainment Club  Ted Dowson 01256 817 238  
Women’s Institute 
Secretary    Rosemary Potter 01256 397 594 
Chairman   Pat Rampton  01256 461 034 
 

~FARLEIGH WALLOP~ 
Educational Trust 
Secretary    Mrs Vicky Tibble, 14 Broadmere, Farleigh Wallop, 
    Basingstoke, RG25 2JA 
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Viscount Lymington  
The Countess of Portsmouth        
( assistant Church Warden )  

 

 

 

 

 

Beverley Guinness and Debbie Scholey 

   Viscount Lymington and  
   The Countess of Portsmouth                 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:skharden@btinternet.com
mailto:twebb381@btinternet.com
mailto:rockaxe@gmail.com
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The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield 
Farleigh Parish 

* HC subject to practical plans in place 
Some services may be outside depending on weather, so be prepared – no-
tice will be given well in advance and this rota assumes full resumption of 

services. Online services will continue for as long as they are needed. 
BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship 

 

Sunday  4 April  Easter Day 
8.00  Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP 
9.45  Cliddesden  Family Easter Communion CW 
11.15  Dummer Family Easter Communion CW 
3.00         Cliidesden      Confirmation Service with baptisms  
  led by the Bishop of Basingstoke, Rt. Rev David Williams  
Readings Acts 10:34-43, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Mark 16:1-8  
            Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Sermon Resurrection theme 

——————————-””—————————— 
 

Sunday  11 April Second Sunday of Easter 
8.00   Dummer  Holy Communion BCP 
9.45  Ellisfield Holy Communion CW 
11.15  Cliddesden Family Communion CW 
Readings: Exodus 14:10-end, 15:20-21; 1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-end 
                  Psalm 133 

——————————-””—————————— 
 

Sunday  18 April  Third Sunday of Easter   
8.00  Ellisfield        Holy Communion BCP 
9.45  Dummer Morning Prayer CW 
11.15  Cliddesden  Family Service  
Readings Acts 3:12-19, I John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36-48   
         Psalm 4 
Sermon  We are the children of God 

——————————-””—————————— 
 

Saturday  24 April  
6.00  Cliddesden  Holy Communion BCP 

——————————-””—————————— 
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TNS Electrical Services 
N.I.C.E.I.C Approved Electricians 

 

All Private & Commercial work carried out 
A local company who offer a great service with a friendly smile 

All works certified and guaranteed 
 

Please contact:- 
Tony Allison 07535 266939 

ta.tnselectrical services@@gmail.com 

Shane Arnold 07500 602420 

sa.tnselectricalservices@gmail.com 
 

78 Allington Rise, Basingstoke, Hants. RG27 0SU 
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To advertise in 
this space 

 

Please contact 
 

Ros 
 

At 
 

treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com.   
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Sunday  25 April  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
9.45  Dummer   Holy Communion CW 
11.15  Ellisfield Morning Praise  
Readings Acts 4:5-12, 1 John 3:16-end, John 10:11-18  
         Psalm 23 
Sermon  What does a good shepherd look like? 

——————————-””—————————— 
 

Sunday  2 May   Fifth Sunday of Easter 
8.00  Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP 
9.45  Cliddesden  Holy Communion CW 
11.15  Dummer Family Service/Sunday Special 
Readings Acts 8:26-end, 1 John 4:7-end, John 15:1-8   
                   Psalm 22:25-end 
Sermon Branching out? Or pruning drastically?  

——————————-””—————————— 

Candover Valley 
 

Sunday  4 April   Easter Sunday 
  8.30  Bradley  Family Holy Communion CW 
  9.30  Wield   Family Holy Communion CW 
11 .00  Brown Candover Family Holy Communion CW 
11.00  Northington  Family Holy Communion CW 
11.00  Preston Candover       Family Holy Communion CW 
 
Sunday  11 April  Second Sunday of Easter   
  8.30   Bradley   Holy Communion CW 
10.00  Preston Candover Morning Worship CW 
  6.00  Wield   Evensong BCP 

.     
Sunday  18 April   Third Sunday of Easter 
9.00  Wield            Holy Communion BCP 
10.00  Preston Candover Holy Communion CW  
 
Sunday  25 April   Fourth Sunday of Easter 

mailto:treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com
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Dear Friends 
The Easter story of Jesus dying on the cross for our sins and bodily rising again on 
Easter Day is fundamental to the Christian faith; if Jesus did not rise from the dead, 
there is no life after death, no forgiveness of sins, no purpose in life, no hope in 
death and no truth, and as 1 Corinthians 15:16-19 tells us” For if the dead are not 
raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are lost.  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. BUT in fact Christ is risen from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have fallen asleep..” 
 

Some people say to me how can I believe such an idea? The answer lies in the facts 
that convinced me, the faith I exercised and the experience of the risen Christ enter-
ing my life back in 1971, and that His presence has grown over those many years. 
One hymn writer wrote:  
There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain: Then bursting 
forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again! And as He stands in victory, Sin's curse has lost its 
grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine – Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the power of Christ in me; From life's first cry 
to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me 
from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I'll stand!  
(From “In Christ Alone “by Stuart Townend) 
 
Easter is not about bunnies, chocolate Easter Eggs or a long bank holiday – those 
are peripheral at best: it’s about the breaking of sin’s power and death’s dread, and 
God’s Kingdom beginning to reign in reality in the lives of those who choose Jesus. 
In the Exploring Faith course I’ve compared Christianity to the other world reli-
gions: their founders are dead and gone: their teachings maybe interesting but not 
life giving, their philosophy worth reflecting on but providing no hope beyond 
death, no forgiveness of sins, no personal relationship with the creator.  
 
Why choose a philosophy, a belief in inanimate objects as if they were able to heal, 
a belief that reality and truth is what we make it, instead of encountering the Living 
God who made us? I recently I spoke on “I am a fool for Christ. Whose fool are 
you?” The so-called foolishness of believing in the teacher from Nazareth, whose 
resurrection changed the course of history is true wisdom. I sometimes meet people 
who have made up their own religion and ideas, but without reference to what God 
has already revealed about Himself. We can so easily delude and deceive ourselves 
because it is convenient. When Jesus invites us to His table, to His presence, we 
find He is THE truth – for there can only be one truth – either something is true or it 
is not. It cannot be both, depending on your perspective because that is just non-
sense. No such thing as “Your truth” as opposed to “my truth” – there is only THE 
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Using the latest pure water  
technology  

to make your windows shine.  
 

Gutters cleared.  
Gutters, Soffits and  

Fascias cleaned  
 

Reasonable rates  
For free, no obligation 

quotes please call:  
Dan:  01256 351778 / 07712 

885345  
Simon:  07852 117361  

Basingstoke 
       Window 
            Cleaning 
      Service 
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truth. 
 
We start Easter services with the festal shout “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
Hallelujah!” :Being convinced of the reality of Jesus being alive and willing to enter 
every life that is opened to Him, is what makes the faith infectious – in of course the 
very best sense. The hallmark of real living faith is joy: - knowing we are forgiven, 
accepted, had mercy shown, having a purpose, experiencing the power of Jesus is 
life transforming. A pastoral encounter with someone who was in need told me later 
as we prayed for them, “It was like the power being switched on – I felt a new ener-
gy, a power that flooded my being with peace.” 
 
What is your Easter hope? Is it based in the person of Jesus Christ, risen, ascended, 
glorified, and one day coming again? Or who or what? He welcomes us to come to 
Him in repentance and trust, to find hope, mercy and forgiveness. May each of us 
say without hesitation and without a shadow of doubt, on Easter Day, “Christ is ris-
en! He is risen indeed, Hallelujah!” for we know it is true for we know Him. 

May the living Jesus bless and make His presence known to you this Easter season, 

in His name and joy,  

Stephen 
 

Our new Benefice Administrator 

"Hi, my name is Tricia Knight and I’m the new 
benefice administrator for the Farleigh, Candover 
and Wield benefice. I’m originally from Bishops 
Sutton and am now living in Sherborne St John, 
Basingstoke. I’m from a farming background and 
did an Agriculture degree at Harper Adams Uni-
versity.   

In addition to this new role with the FCW benefice 
I am also a bookkeeper, secretary and groom and I 
enjoy the variety that having multiple roles 
brings.   

I look forward to getting to know you all and 
working for the benefice. " 
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Church flowers, cleaning etc. 

Church Administrator Tel 
 

St Martin’s 
Ellisfield 

  
  

 
  

 
Cleaning & Flowers 

Julia Ayscough & 
Rose Taplin   

  

 
All Saint’s 
Dummer 

    

 
Church Door 

Opening 

02/03 Willats 
10/11     Potters 
7/18      Makins 
24/25    Napiers 

  

 
Cleaning 

 
Melaine Gill  &  
Jenny Padmore 

  

 
Flowers(Easter) 

 
Jo Gammell &  

Manuela Gazzard 

  

 
Grass cutting 

 
Willats 

  

Church Date Sidesmen Readers 

St Martin’s 
Ellisfield 

4 April Vicky Reed  

 11 April Sallie Paravicini  Tim Guinness . Dee Haas  

 18 April Bernard Cazenove   

 25 April Debbie Scholey  Annie Duncan . Mark 
Duncan  

 2 May Susie Deane  

All Saint’s  
Dummer 

4 April 
11.15 

Lyn Hardy John Holden  & 
Jeremy Glynn 

 11 April 
8.00  

Stafford Napier  

 18 April 
9.45 

Michael Hill King Clare Wilmot Sitwell & 
Sue Swinburn 

 25 April 
9.45 

David Craven Mervyn Mann & 
John Trueman 

 2 May 
11.15 

Melanie Gill  
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Do you need help? 
Carer Available 

 
 
 
 

Self- employed 
female carer/girl Friday 

Wheelchair  car available to take 
clients  to appointments,  shopping 

and social trips. 
 

18 years experience. Excellent lo-
cal references. Ad hoc help with  

ironing,  gardening, bed linen  
service/general help. 

 

Please 'phone on 
07969 335  672 

To advertise in 
this space 

 

Contact 
 

Ros 
 

On 
 

treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com.   
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Graves in Churchyard of St John the Evangelist, Northington 
The Northington PCC intends to apply for a faculty in May 2021 for permission 
from the Diocesan Chancellor to remove the kerbstones and other grave furni-
ture, to leave just the headstone on all full bodied graves in the churchyard and 
return the ground to level grass so the graves can be mown and kept weed free 
and tidy and in conformity with the Churchyard Regulations of the Diocese.  
We hope that all will understand this need but if there are any  
objections, please contact the PCC Secretary c/o Ruffside, Northington,  
SO24 9TH by 30 April 2021. 
 

If any grave is unsafe and/or untended we will ask the relatives to repair the me-
morial in order to pass the safety standards of the Diocesan architect  
within 8 months and to tend the grave to ensure it remains tidy. 
 

The application for a Faculty will be made in May 2021 and work  
commenced once the Faculty is granted.  The work may well take over 2 years 
and so the Faculty application will ask for the Faculty to run for that period.  
Any grave that receives an objection to being simplified will be  
temporarily spared but failure to repair a monument and/or tend a grave by 30 
Apr 2022 will be taken by the PCC as a withdrawal of the objection.    
 

The removed furniture will be used in the foundations for the repair and  
refurbishment of the Grade 2 Listed Churchyard walls. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 
The 2021 Parish of Frleigh, Annual Parish Church Meeting (APCM) at  
will be held on Wednesday April 28th at 7.00pm.  
 
The meeting will be held by Zoom due to the anticipated Covid  
restrictions that will still apply at that time.  
 

Details of the Zoom log-on will be provided nearer the time.  
 
The Annual report from the Parish will be available on the Benefice 
Website and a summary of the report will be provided in next months 
issue of Hill and Dale.  
 
Please come along and hear what has been happening in your church 
community and the plans for the coming year. 

mailto:treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com
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Steve the Builder  
Always available for:-  
General Building Work  

Extensions  
Refurbishments  

*   
Estimate free  of charge  

*   
No job too large or small  

*   
Contact him at:-  

BRABBIN BUILDING  SERVICES  
on 

01256 381862 or  0777 551 7291  
or email him  at:-  

stevethebuilder@sylvenlea.co.uk 
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JKG Autos 
 

Servicing & Repairs 
All Makes and Models 

 
 

Free local collection & delivery  

Loan Car  Available 
 

High Quality  Work   
at Affordable Prices. 

 

07557414967 
 

jkgautos@btinternet.com 
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April already, we truly are flying through the year again. 
Easter is on its way so let’s hope we’ll have a warm one. I’m 
not even going to think about the amount of chocolate that 
will be consumed by my boys, I just hope they hide it well 
enough because every visit to their bedrooms ends with me 
pinching a chunk or two if they don’t. I always think I’ll use 
up chocolate in recipes but who am I kidding there’s never 
any left to use up, it’s just not a leftover. 
Here’s a little something savoury to think about. Around our villages wild 
garlic is abundant and I’m sure we could all find a patch off the beaten track 
away from the darling dogs to try our hand with.  
 

The following ideas are incredibly simple. 
Garlic butter is so easy to mash together and wrap up, it can be frozen in a 
log shape and a slither cut whenever needed. Try to get the lovely little new 
fresh leaves. Or the flowers can be used in a salad, so pretty. 
 

250g pack unsalted butter softened. 
50g Wild Garlic leaves washed really well and finely chopped Salt to season 
Use to baste fish and meat, melt it over steaming new potatoes or stuff a 
chicken breast, a la April Kiev delicious. 
 

Another goody for running through pasta, dipping, dressing or serving with 
lovely local lamb chops is a Wild Garlic Pesto. 
 

It makes a 275g jar to keep in fridge for 2 weeks. 
150g wild garlic leaves, 50g Parmesan finely grated, 1 garlic clove finely 
chopped 
Half a lemon zested and a few squeezes of the juice 50g pine nuts toasted 
150ml rapeseed oil. 
Rinse and roughly chop the garlic leaves, blitz the leaves, Parmesan, garlic 
clove, lemon zest and pine nuts to a rough paste in a processor, add almost 
all of the oil. Taste, season and add a few squeezes of lemon juice. 
Transfer to a jar and top with the remaining oil. 
 

As I write this the sun is shining and seed catalogues are being poured over. 
A plan is forming as to what colours I’d like in the garden this year, my cup 
of tea made to perfection, by moi, albeit slightly lonely without the short-
bread I’d already scoffed while making it, and I’m trying my very, very 
hardest to forget the hidden chocolate around the house....nobody knows 
where it is....I could easily eat some and who would know any different..... 
 

Enjoy April, Tracey x 
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AVENUE NURSERIES 
GARDEN CENTRE, THE AVENUE 
LASHAM, NR. ALTON, GU34 5SU 

Phone (01256 381648) 
 

Outdoor Plants, House Plants, Paving & Walling 
Garden Furniture, Tools, Sundries 

and everything for your garden needs 
 

 
 
 

 

 
The Avenue Restaurant 

We have everything from a cream tea to a Sunday roast. 
 

Open Monday – Saturday 9.00am – 6.00pm 
Sunday 10.30am – 4.30pm and ½ hour shopping up time 

TheWorks.co.uk 
The Edinburgh  
Woollen Mill 
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 Septic tank and cesspools 
emptied promptly 

 Repairs, maintenance and 
Installations 

 Professional survey reports 
 Drain clearance and jetting 
 work 
 

 

 

SAS Plumbing and Heating Ltd  
(Steve Sullivan)  

 

All aspects of plumbing  
and heating undertaken  

 

Specialising in Design and  
Installation of  Luxury Bathrooms  

 

Power Showers  
Water Softeners  

Gas and Oil Heating  
Systems  

Boiler and Cylinder  
Changes  

Updating of Existing  
System  

Top quality Materials and  
Workmanship Guaranteed  

  

Tel 01256 478920  
E-mail: karen.sullivan@tiscali.co.uk 
Gas Safe Reg. NO 176318 
Oftec Reg. No C8958  



Page 14  

 

Cliddesden, Farleigh Wallop and Ellisfield 
Horticultural Society 

 

The Gardening Club 
Chairman: Steve Bowcutt 324707 
stephen.bowcutt@outlook.com 
Secretary: Marilyn Smith  

01256 462 584 willow.ms@btinternet.com 
 
Hello from Claire!  
 

Are we going to be able to start meeting again???????  
Well, yes, but not just yet – let’s be patient for a little longer, we’ve made it 
this far! 
The Spring Show, unfortunately, has been cancelled for a second year;  
however, we are tentatively hopeful for the Summer Show. 
In preparation for this Show Schedules are now  
available – please contact either myself or Marilyn Smith if 
you would like one. 
There is some good news – The Plant Sale.  
As long as the current guidelines for the easing of lockdown 
restrictions don’t change our plant sale will be on 23rd May at 
Cliddesden Millenium Hall.   
Open from 1200-1300 for delivery of plant donations and setting up, open 
for sales 1300 - 1500 
A maximum of 30 people will be allowed into the sale at any one time – 
there will be someone on the gate to count in and out. 
You will be required to provide your name and phone number for track 
and trace purposes. 
Hand sanitizer will be available and must be used by everyone coming into 
the sale.  Face masks must be worn unless you have an exemption card. 
Tables will be laid out in order to maintain social distancing. 
The hall will NOT be open but the car  park will be available for  use. 
 
If you are unable to deliver plant donations please contact your local  
committee member to arrange collection, and many thanks in advance. 
 
For our May meeting we are looking at the possibility of hosting it via Zoom 
– please bear with us while we sort out the logistics for this. 
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Candover Valley Pre-School 
 

 
 

 

 
Hello from CVP!  
The children have just been celebrating world book day.  It has been an amazing 
experience to include the parents of our little ones, who posted videos reading their 
child’s favorite story, eagerly watched by all at pre-school.  We have also been ex-
ploring The Hungry Caterpillar, drawing, stamping, and painting his food, making 
fruit kebabs and looking for the caterpillar hiding on the field.   
We have been so fortunate and excited to be able to see new-born lambs at feeding 
time this year and a reading experience with our local PAT dog Toffee via a virtual 
experience.   
 

About CVP: 
We are situated in the beautiful village of Preston Candover, only 5 miles from Ba-
singstoke and Alresford.  We are a long-term Ofsted OUTSTANDING setting 
providing children with exceptional care and learning.  
 

If you are interested in coming to view the Pre-School, please contact us for a So-
cially Distanced Show Around.  We are still also offering our usual Settling-In ses-
sions and Garden Visits for parents to meet their child’s Key Person, ensuring chil-
dren feel confident and happy when they start with us. We also offer 15 and 30 hour 
funded places.  You can find lots of photos and information via our website or our 
Google listing online.  
 

We look forward to welcoming you very soon! 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Lisa Collisson, Pre-School Head 
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Members should by now have received the notification from Steve Bowcutt 
about subscriptions for this year. These have been set at the reduced rate of 
£5 to allow us to cover our unavoidable costs and are now due.   
Payment can be made in person, or via bank transfer.   
Please contact me on either 01256 381504 or 07748 532798 for details. 

 
 
Bit of a theme with the flower for this month! 
 
Apparently, the Sweet Pea is also the flower for 
April, but they aren’t in flower yet, so I’m sticking 
with the daisy! 
 

 
Did you know? 
This simple looking flower is actually 
made up of tube-shaped floral groups  
surrounded by petals?  
It’s botanical name ‘Bellis’ comes from the 
Latin ‘Bellus’, meaning ‘beautiful’ 
The roots of ox-eye daisies give off toxic 
substances that damage crops 
Daisies don’t like sharing a vase – they will cause other flowers to wilt. 
 
And our historical reference is from Chaucer instead of Shakespeare, from 
‘Legend of a Good Woman’ 
That wel by by reason men it calle may 
The ‘dayeseye’, or elles the ‘ye of day’ 
The emperice [empress] and floure of floures alle. 
 
I hope that by the time you read this, the daisies will be blooming well 
enough to make a daisy-chain crown, and to find out whether ‘he loves me, 
he loves me not’ 
 
And summer will be well on the way. 
 
Happy gardening! 
Claire 
 

mailto:cvpadmin@btconnect.com
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    Ellisfield 
    Distributor Nicki  Palmer 

 
  
  

 
The final ’Thank you’ board.  
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March is ‘In Like a Lamb, Out Like a Lion’, but ‘April showers bring forth May flow-

ers’. 
Whatever you can see growing in the fields now is the result of previous environmental con-

ditions, maybe only recently, eg. a few days, or it could be last year, or even further back.  

Growth is a sort of ‘reactive imperative’ of the plant, more usually called a reaction to stimu-

li! 

In early April the plant growth will be driven by daylight, temperature, moisture, with a 

helping hand from the farmers and the soil, but the stage and quality of growth should reflect 

the spell of warm dry weather in early March building on establishment of the crops last 

winter. 

Growth at this time can be quite quick, but is not yet at full speed, that will come a bit later 

when the temperature has risen a bit more. The roots will be growing out, searching more 

and more soil to find the essential nutrients, and it is at this stage that the plant roots might 

encounter problems such as stones, shallow soils, compacted areas, or wet patches, all which 

can restrict growth. 

 
Cropping  

The crops growing away now are winter sown cereals, with bread making wheat and biscuit 

quality wheats dominating. The winter barley is mainly Maris Otter for brewing and the 

spring barley is Laureate for distilling, in fact destined to go to Bimber distillery in London 

for whisky. On the Bimber website is a photo of a crop of barley and I recognise the back-

ground as a field above Cliddesden. 

The other spring crops, sown in March and April, will be Spring Beans, Maize and a field of 

potatoes grown for the crisp market. 

 
Wildlife    

For wildlife early April is a difficult time because the larder is empty and new growth is not 

likely to provide much food. Seed eaters will find very little, and for insect eaters spring 

activity of prey has only just started. This is probably the most significant time for survival 

but wildlife can be very adaptive and will change diet to suit conditions. At this time it is not 

unusual to find an oak seedling out in a field, and it will probably have been put there by a 

clever jay or squirrel, following instinct to create a store the previous autumn. You might 

find them on your lawn. By the time birds’ eggs hatch and the young need feeding, insects 

will be frequent enough to meet demands, (hopefully). 

 

Farm livestock and wild grazing animals are much better supplied. By early/mid-April grass 

will have grown enough fresh grass for grazing. Some supplementary feeding may still be 

needed but as long as soil conditions will allow, they can be out in the fields, so look out for 

the lambs in the sunshine. 

 

I hope the frogs get on with spawning soon, some people have reported lots of good spawn 

already but my pond is still spawnless in mid-March. Previously by now they will have been 

very busy, why are they later this year?   
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Hopefully opening again soon……. 
 

Subject to the Government guidelines for the open-
ing of outdoor hospitality in Mid-April we may be 

able to open TCC outdoors on April 14th. This will be outdoors only (we have 
new gazebos) with a maximum of 6 per table.  
 

We will confirm this nearer the time, so keep a look out on social media and 
notice boards for confirmation. We look forward to seeing you all soon in the 
garden of the Memorial Hall. 
 

Basingstoke Foodbank -  
supporting local people out of crisis 

 

With the help of volunteers from churches and the community, Basingstoke Food-
bank continues to reach out to people in need throughout the region.  Over double 
the number of people were fed in 2020 compared to 2019, and during the spring of 
2020 almost four times as many people per month were fed than usual.  On average 
we have been feeding between 700 - 1000 people monthly and distributing on aver-
age over 8 tonnes of fresh and non-perishable food every month.  
 

The Covid pandemic has had a notable impact on the people of Basingstoke & 
Deane.  According to our referral agencies, people’s incomes have been affected by 
such reasons as job loss, reduced furlough income, domestic violence, increased food 
and energy bills, debt and sickness. Our volunteers work tirelessly to keep up with 
the increase in demand. We continue to deliver to people’s homes, so we have in-
creased our delivery & collections driver team throughout the pandemic.  Also, 
we’ve ‘grown’ a ‘Caller team’ who phone clients to provide a compassionate listen-
ing service in the absence of being able to sit and chat to clients in the Centre over a 
cuppa. 
 

We passionately believe that in addition to feeding people, our clients should be 
linked with specific local agencies who can offer support to alleviate some of their 
many challenges, be they financial, physical, emotional, and circumstantial.  Long 
term food insecurity can lead to additional problems such as depression, anxiety, ill 
health and stress. 
 

We have received an increase in generous financial donations from the community 
which has meant that the Foodbank has been able to buy additional fresh food, and 
non-perishable food when shortages occur. This year we are planning for some excit-
ing new development initiatives once lockdown is over, including:  operating the 
Foodbank from several community focused churches in the area, plus the provision 
of access in our new locations to debt support, money advice, job clubs and mental 
health signposting.  Watch for further news to come! 
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Spring lambs at Hill Farm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lambing is in full swing at Hill farm and some of the first borns 
are now out in the fields.  
 
We have 140 triplets due, 250 twins and 40 singles. We’ve had 8 
surprise quads too!!! The triplets are definitely challenging as it is 
hard on the ewes for them to rear 3 so we try and foster/adopt one 
lamb onto a single.  
 
The rest will need to be hand reared. All lambs have their navels 
dipped with a strong iodine solution immediately after birth and 
they all receive colostrum.  
 
Once the ewes have lambed they are moved into an individual pen 
to enable them to bond with their lambs for 24-48 hours. They 
then move into a larger pen of 15 ewes and lambs (to make sure 
they are fit and strong) for a further 24-48 hours before turnout.  
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Campaign Corner 
Each month this page will show details of the campaigns that 

are ongoing in and about the Benefice. 
CAGE- cleanairgreenenvironment.org. This campaign is fighting 
the planning application for 4 warehouses on J7M3. 
The overall length of the site inc. buildings and vehicle access 
space is 1.06 kilometers and the height of the main building will 
be 26 metres.  There is still time to comment, up till 6 April. 
Please visit: website above,   
email: cleanairgreenuk@gmail.com or 'phone 0208-638-6131  
for further details.  

___________________””___________________ 

Brighton Hill Community School 
For this issue I interviewed Mr Ed-
wards about being a Headteacher in 

lockdown. 
 

Q: What have you been doing to keep the spirits of  
students and staff high? 
A: Well, my job as Headteacher is to do everything I 
can to keep everyone’s spirits high, which is much 
more difficult when everybody is apart.  My aim is to try to keep all staff as happy 
and motivated as possible, so that they can deliver the best possible experiences for 
my beloved #YellowArmy!   
We have been doing staff challenges on Teams and have reduced the amount of 
screen time to try to ensure that students and staff are able to get a good break from 
their computers during the day.   
 

Q: What have you been doing to keep yourself occupied during lockdown? 
A: When you’re spending lots of time indoors, it’s important to get yourself out in 
the fresh air, even if you don’t feel like it.  I set myself a challenge of at least 10,000 
steps every day.  I love listening to audiobooks as it is a great opportunity to learn 
new things whilst exercising. 
 

Q: What makes you proud of the students? 
A: I’ve been bowled over by the work I’ve seen from our students during lockdown.  
Your teachers regularly share with me the work you’ve been doing at home. I’m 
proud of every single student who has managed to get up and give their absolute 
best every day during lockdown. 
 

Anna, BHCS Student Journalist  
 

http://cleanairgreenenvironment.org
mailto:cleanairgreenuk@gmail.com
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Hard and Soft Landscaping including, 
fencing, patios, paths and driveways . 

 

Decking, pergolas, hedge cutting, plant-
ing laying turf  

including Astro turf & more. 
 

Regular garden maintenance  
 

Free Estimates, Fully Insured. 
References available on request  

 

Please visit our web site:- 
www.mtlandscapeservices.co.uk  
Please contact: 01256 350146 or 

07915089997  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leo Mulkerns Architects  

 

From initial consultations through to all 
Planning and Building Regulation  

applications for  Domestic and Commer-
cial  

projects  
Whether a new building or an extension  

For free initial professional advice  
 

Telephone 01256 783448   
Email leomulkerns@aol.com  

 

Daytime or early evening appointments 
available  

 

Visit our website at   
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After turnout they hopefully won’t need handling again until we 
start vaccinating the lambs.  
 
Finally a word of caution for all dog walkers, the ewes and baby 
lambs will be in the fields behind Hill Farm - we shall be using all 
of the fields over the next few weeks going right down to The 
Fox.  
 
Having had two dog attacks on our sheep in the last 12 months 
we are desperately trying to raise awareness and avoid the 
same thing happening again. We politely ask that all dogs are 
kept on leads.  
 
 
 

 
Library in our red ‘phone box 

 
Ellisfield’ s Post Box Library at the top of Church Lane and Green 
Lane has been well used during lockdown, according to recent 
posts on Facebook.  
 
People have had more time to read books and watch DVD’s!   
 
Its fully stocked with books, DVD’s, CD’s and lots of children’s 
books.  
 
April Greenhow who looks after the library is always on the look 
out for more books.  
 
You can contact her via the Ellisfield group Facebook page 
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Can you help people in debt?  
Additional volunteers required. 

Money Lifeline wants to recruit additional volunteers to work with people 
facing debt crises in 
Basingstoke. As the pandemic restrictions reduce, we are seeing more and 
more people seeking help and advice because of overwhelming debt. Money 
Lifeline offers free and friendly advice to help people address their debts but 
we would like to expand our capacity to deal with the increased demand for 
debt advice. 
Our friends at the Basingstoke Foodbank share our concerns and have kindly 
volunteered to sponsor the training of additional volunteers. 
If you are interested in this work, please contact us at moneylifelinebasing-
stoke@gmail.com to find out more. 
Debt advisers are responsible for giving budgeting and debt advice and offer-
ing practical assistance in accordance with the Christian ethos of ML. A debt 
adviser is expected to be: a committed Christian, a good listener, compas-
sionate, and able to explain information simply and clearly. We are looking 
for people who can commit to a regular weekday involvement. Experience is 
not necessary as full training will be provided but you would need to be com-
puter literate, and have a reasonable command of basic arithmetic and busi-
ness English. Advisers normally work in pairs to provide support and conti-
nuity. 
The role is not for everyone. It involves dealing with distressed individuals - 
as well as debt collectors and creditors. It can be frustrating and demanding. 
There is significant paperwork, computer work and telephone calls required 
to address a client’s situation and implement the right solution. But it is re-
warding: here are some recent comments from clients – 
‘Money Lifeline have turned my life around, I cannot thank them enough’ 
‘Words cannot express how grateful I am for everything ML have done for 
me’ 
‘Without the help I received, I honestly do not know where I would be today’ 
‘Money Lifeline have been more than supportive, recommend to anyone’ 
‘I was surprised that I wasn’t judged, as I thought I might have been. I’ve 
found the advice and support very helpful and useful’ ‘A wonderful service’ 
‘Fantastic support, amazing people, great help, understanding, no judgement 
– without their help I would not have gone from sobbing my heart out to how 
I am today’ 
If this is something you think would be right for you or if you want to know 
more, please get in touch by emailing moneylifelinebasingstoke@gmail.com 
Thank you. 
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Basingstoke’s countryside next door is also ‘Valued Landscape’ 
 

A team of experienced planning volunteers from CPRE Hampshire, the countryside charity, 
have carried out an assessment of the area of land proposed by Portsmouth Estates to contain 
a development of at least 2,500 homes, ‘Upper Swallick’. The team concluded that it is 
countryside and green space of such high quality as to qualify as ‘Valued Land-
scape’, which should require it to be protected.   
 

CPRE Hampshire considers that the 296 hectares (over 730 acres) of land to the south east 
of Basingstoke and south of the village of Cliddesden is a Valued Landscape and an essen-
tial part of a tract of Valued Landscape extending north-eastwards from Farleigh Wallop to 
the Grade 1 listed Hackwood Park. Additionally, the area sits within a larger tract of down-
land landscape stretching from the M3 to Farnham – the North Hampshire Downs. 
 

CPRE Hampshire volunteers have made their assessment in the context of a National Plan-
ning Policy Framework Valued Landscape which should be protected according to national 
planning guidance. Their assessment highlights: 
 

 The attractive and distinctive chalk downland landscape with high quality views 
from many points to a clearly defined ridgeline, and long-distance views over Ba-
singstoke 

 The lack of development and overall sense of tranquillity  
 The high-quality public experience of this landscape from public and permissive 

rights of way - cyclists, walkers and runners from Basingstoke and further afield 
make regular use of the lanes and public rights of way 

 The contribution this landscape makes to the landscape setting of Basingstoke and 
views from the built-up area 

 The important contribution of this tract of landscape to the characteristics of the 
Basingstoke Open Downs and Basingstoke Down identified in Hampshire County 
Council’s and Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s own assessments  
 

Christopher Napier of CPRE Hampshire says, ‘Landscapes play a vital role in tackling 
the climate emergency by capturing carbon, cleaning the air, helping to slow flood waters 
and providing habitats for wildlife. As a feature of open countryside and green space they 
are also important to people’s health and wellbeing, something that has been proved during 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out that planning policies and decisions 
should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by protecting and en-
hancing Valued Landscapes. We strongly advocate that all local planning authorities in 
Hampshire carry out landscape assessments in the process of revising their Local Plans. This 
would ensure that where they exist, they are protected in Local Plans for current and future 
generations. 
 

CPRE Hampshire’s assessment work highlights the importance of considering new develop-
ment in terms of landscape suitability and the setting of the natural environment.’  
 

CPRE Hampshire has submitted its landscape assessment to Basingstoke and Deane Bor-
ough Council’s planning department, and you can view it at www.cprehampshire.org.uk. For 
more information on CPRE Hampshire go to our website www.cprehampshire.org.uk 
 

Nicola Revolta, Communications Manager 
 comms@cprehampshire.org.uk   
Disclaimer: This article is published in summary format for the purposes of communica-
tion to the Parish. It does not necessarily represent the opinion or views of the PCC or the 
Editorial team. 
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Monthly Column— 2021 
RANIL JAYAWARDENA, M.P  

Serving people across North East  Hampshire 
ranil@tellranil.com  Westminster 02072  193  637    
Hampshire 01256  702 468 

Huge strides are being made locally this month. Every day, we are seeing a more 
positive outlook.  
 

Well over 30,000 residents in North East Hampshire have been vaccinated so far – 
over a third of local people – with 99.8% of over 65s having been vaccinated in the 
North Hampshire and Farnham CCG area. Nationally, over 24 million people have 
been vaccinated as I write this today. Having visited two of the local vaccination 
centres myself, I can testify to the enormous effort being made by our medical and 
volunteer teams – it’s no wonder our area is storming ahead!   
 

Thanks to this rollout that last month, the Prime Minister set out our national 
roadmap out of coronavirus restrictions. It is a well thought through, cautious, but 
optimistic approach. Full details can be found at: gov.uk/coronavirus. 
 

I know this has been a tough time. HM Government has sought to help as many 
people as possible by providing £407 billion in extra support. I know that this sup-
port has very much been welcomed locally and has helped countless people and 
businesses weather the storm.   
 

The best way to help people and businesses out of these troubled times is to reopen 
the economy in line with the roadmap. Last week, the Chancellor set out his plan for 
Britain’s recovery. Businesses – big and small – in North East Hampshire will be 
able to access new grants and loans; benefit from the continuation in the VAT and 
business rates reduction; an extension to the Self-Employed Income Support and 
‘Furlough’ Schemes; and a doubling of the apprenticeships payments for all new 
hires, of any age.   
 

To help household finances further, the planned increases on fuel and alcohol duty 
have been cancelled, which may be helpful to you as we begin to see family and 
friends again at Easter! And I know many people will be pleased to know that there 
will now be an extension of the Stamp Duty cut by three months, plus – being in an 
area with higher-than-average house prices – it’s fantastic news that there should be 
more 95% LTV mortgages available for those looking to make the step from tenant 
to homeowner.   
 

The programme is working. People in North East Hampshire are being offered a 
vaccine. There is further to go, but the roadmap is clear and the light at the end of 
the tunnel is getting brighter still. For the latest updates, you can follow me on Face-
book (“Ranil Jayawardena MP” – original, I know!) or sign up to my newsletter 
at: ranil.uk/newsletter – and, if you need my help, please send me a message 
to: email@ranil.uk 
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Needless to say, The Film Club is suspended for the time being. 
In view of the roadmap, it is doubtful that there will effectively be any  
tangible relaxation in Film Club activities until 21 June.  More details as soon 
as it is possible to give them. 
 Only films suggested by members are shown, so please do suggest any films 
that you would like to see. And please come along to watch, I guarantee you 
will have an enjoyable evening. 
 

 Haikus for April 
Many thanks to everyone who sent in their Haikus; they were terrific! 
Please keep them coming. All ages are welcome to contribute. 
 

 

Three sentences none want to hear.  Squirrel  
One. I am sorry      Away, pesky thing  
Two. We are doing our best.    Eyeing up the peanut feast.  
Three.  The end is near     Go hang out elsewhere.  
  
Rain on a hot day     From the editor 
Rain on hot tarmac,     Why not have a go 

An aroma of wet grass    Always good to hear 
 Evades my senses.      From  friends around 
   
Memories  
Dummer Cemetery     Try for Hill and Dale 
Stirs up fondest memories    To keep the pages 
Of old friends long gone    full of news 
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Cliddesden, Basingstoke, Hants, RG25 2QU 
DFE # 2041      Tel: 01256 321571 

Headteacher Kenneth Davies 
 
 

On Monday 8th March 2021 we welcomed back all our pupils for a full return to 
Cliddesden Primary School. While during the period from January to now we 
remained open for the children of critical workers and vulnerable families,  
having all the children back is wonderful. 
 

For now, we have to remain using a 'bubble system' where classes cannot mix 
and staggered start, finish, lunch and playtimes are all part of the day. We are 
hoping that in the summer term we may be able to relax a few restrictions and 
gain more of a feeling of normality, but this will be a decision for the  
Department for Education.  
 

The children who had been working at home using remote education came back 
to school with smiles on their faces and settled back in quickly. The interaction 
in the playground was a joy to see with children catching up with their friends. 
 

After a gentle settling in period with a focus on well-being, over the next few 
weeks we will carry out our usual assessments to see where the children are with 
their learning. This will enable us to see if and where any gaps are and then  
establish a robust catch-up plan for the summer term. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
                     Jane’s Contact Details: 

Landline: 01256 381138, Mob: 07802 788 833 
Email: janepopkin@outlook.com 

   

Jane’s Watch  
 

March 2021 
 
 

A few things to make you aware of; during the afternoon of February 
13th, 2021 registration plates were stolen from two cars parked in the lay-by 
at Winslade whilst their owners were out walking. Overnight of February 
21st and 22nd 2021 the theft of several ‘staddle stones’ took place from a gar-
den in Hackwood Lane, Cliddesden. These are the old style ‘mushroom’ type 
stones used in the past to place a farm building on top to raise it off the 
ground.  
 
Slightly out of the area of this magazine between February 17th and 20th a 
catalytic converter was stolen from a car parked outside a Resident’s home in 
Axford. The cost of scrap metal has increased of late and this is noticeable by 
the increase of metal related thefts. 
  
During the evening of March 8th, 2021 between 7pm and 10pm a car was sto-
len from outside the owner’s house in Brown Candover and found some days 
later in Fareham. This again highlights that criminals will frequently travel 
through our area and commit crimes.  
 
It is usual at this time of year to experience an increase in thefts from garden 
sheds and outbuildings as well as from gardens themselves. 
 
As Spring has finally arrived may we please remind Residents to keep their 
property secure. It is usual at this time of year to experience an increase in 
thefts from garden sheds and outbuildings as well as from gardens them-
selves. Please mark expensive tools and machinery, keep sheds and outbuild-
ings secure with good locks, alarms if possible and good censer lighting. 
  
 Many thanks as always for your continued support and vigilance. 
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Chipandell 
       Purpose Made Joinery  

Traditional local Craftsman 
Established over 35 years 
Specialist bespoke joinery using European Hardwoods 
 

Manufacturing: Doors · Windows · Kitchens    
Bedrooms & all hand made furniture 
Sign & letter carving  

The Woodsheds, Park Corner 
Herriard, Hampshire RG25 2PD 
Tel/Fax 01256 381 183 
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Hope Doves 
People going for a stroll through Cliddesden vil-
lage at the beginning of the year were greeted by 
some beautiful hope dove decorations they could 
take home and treasure.  Thank you, Tracey! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture Perfect 
You may have noticed some beautiful pictures in our church noticeboard at 
St Leonard’s.  These were created by some of the children in the village as-
sociated with our church.  The theme was ‘Hope’, and the children aim to 
brighten people’s day as they walk past.  Thank you to Margot, Olivia, Ru-
pert & Barnaby for bringing a little bit of sunshine during some gloomy 
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Thank you to all who have continued to keep the Church clean, do flower 
arrangements, arranged rotas, changed altar cloths etc, even though the 
Church has been closed for services for the majority of a year.   
 

Lyn Hardy 
Church Warden 
 

DUMMER VILLAGE HALL  
 

We have so many ideas for future events but we cannot make any arrange-
ments before we can officially open the hall again.  We continue to make fur-
ther improvements such as new fire doors, more insulation in places where it 
had not been renewed, clearance of unwanted items etc.   
 

Several people have expressed an interest in participating in By The Garden 
Gate Plant Sale and this will be held in May, date to be advertised soon.  So 
please start growing.  This will take place with social distancing and will be 
quite low key.  
 

Dummer Village Hall Committee.       
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ABOUT DUMMER 
 

Welcome……… 
 

Welcome to Sandra and Richard Russell and their three children who have 
moved into Queensfield.  We look forward to getting to know you. 
 

A slice of cake………. 
 

If you would like a free slice of delicious cake delivered to your home please 
contact Penny Reynolds to be added to the distribution list.  Ph 397540. 
 

Walk All Over Cancer…….. 
 

Thank you to all those who have contributed to my Walk all Over Cancer 
JustGiving site. It is amazing how many steps you can walk whilst watching 
a TV programme!  Lyn H 
 

ALL SAINT CHURCH 
 

Easter Services. 
We aiming to resume services as soon as possible and, hopefully, will enjoy 
Easter Family Communion on Sunday 4th April at 11:15.   All are welcome. 
From then on, we hope to follow our normal Services pattern.  
 

Quinquennial 
It is now 5 years since our last Quinquennial took place and is due this year.   
It is then we find out how much work needs to be done to our very old 
Church.  Sometimes it is major; sometimes it is minor. Many thanks to Staf-
ford Napier for all the work he does pertaining to the fabric of the Church.    
 

The warmer weather is coming and we will try to hold services outside again 
so more villagers and visitors can attend service and we can lift our voic-
es!!!!! 
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Residents may be aware that Darren Capehorn has drawn and produced a 
1000 piece Cliddesden jigsaw puzzle. It is a fun illustration of the village and 
can be personalised with your own house, car, dog etc.  Each one will be a 
truly unique keepsake. To order, contact thecapehorns@me.com or phone 
07747 627978. Any and all surplus funds will be donated to the Village Hall. 
A perfect opportunity to get ahead with those Christmas presents and help 
raise some much needed money for the hall. 
  
Residents may also have noticed two new temporary duck crossing signs, 
positioned near the pond. Last year there were a number of casualties, mostly 
moorhens who seem particularly skittish. Hopefully the signs will help make 
drivers more aware of the risk of kamikaze moorhens and ducks, and let’s 
hope we see fewer deaths this year. These were also designed and produced 
by Darren - there is no end to his talents! 
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Volunteering at the store  
 

Since the lockdown last spring many of us have changed the way we shop.  Out of necessity, 

“local” has become much more important and this has been reflected in the number of val-

ley residents using our store.  Managers, Garry and Emma and duty managers Carolyn, Sean, 

Lucy and Becky had to work incredibly hard to keep on top of the increase in turnover.  

But there was one more element that was (and still is) critical to the store’s successful op-

eration – our amazing volunteers!  Together they have generously committed thousands of 

hours to serving cheerfully at the tills, filling shelves, cleaning and tidying, collecting produce 

from suppliers or delivering shopping to isolating families.  
 

Two people who given many extra hours of volunteering at the store during lockdown, 

write here about their experiences. 

Catherine  
Catherine says:  “I am 

thoroughly enjoying my 

shop volunteering, an unex-

pected bonus of lockdown 

which forced me to stop my 

coaching work.  Having been 

very well supported by the 

local community over the 

last 22 years of tennis 

coaching, it has been very 

special to be able to give 

something back.  The CVS 

management team are huge-

ly supportive and encourag-

ing to all volunteers and it is 

a very happy place to work.  

In particular, it has been 

lovely to get to know locals 

that I hadn’t met before.  I would thoroughly recommend volunteering at the store to any-

one who has a few spare hours a week or someone who has a bit more time on their 

hands.  It is hugely rewarding to be part of such an important service in our community, 

especially in these restricted times.   
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It is also heartening to hear customers’ gratitude for everything that the shop and post of-

fice provides.  The store has become part of the beating heart of our wonderful community 

and it is a privilege to be part of the volunteering team.” 

 

Stephanie  
Stephanie told us:  “I wanted to get involved in volunteering at the shop from the outset 

because I felt that after all the hard work that had gone into getting it built, it was the very 

least I could do to support it.  Anyone who has been into the shop can see what a wonder-

ful environment has been created, which makes it such a lovely place to work. 

 

As a volunteer you are only asked to work 

two-hour shifts.  This makes helping out so 

much more manageable, which is key if you 

already have a job or a busy life (pre-Covid!).  

When my work as a reflexologist had to stop 

due to the various lockdowns, I upped the 

number shifts I was doing to help keep me 

sane and occupied.  I remember wanting to 

put my name down for daily shifts but felt I 

was denying the opportunity to others, so 

restricted myself to three a week!  I’m always 

amazed at how patient Gary and Emma are, 

given so many of us work there in a single 

day, probably asking the same questions over 

and over! 

I feel that the shop has had a very unifying 

impact on our communities and has played a 

vital role during the pandemic.  When the 

major supermarkets had run out of loo roll, 

yeast and flour we had them and because of the wide variety of products stocked at the 

shop, it saved people from having to go further afield when they didn't want to. 

I would highly recommend stepping up to volunteer a few hours of your time, as seeing and 

catching up with old and new faces every shift and feeling that you are contributing to vil-

lage life, is really uplifting.” 

 

A sincere thank you to Catherine and Stephanie and to every single one of our 

volunteers.  If this has inspired you, please join us!  To find out more call Jane 

Laws on 01256 389491 or email jane@rosslaws.co.uk 

 


